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TRANSACTIONS 


IN THE 


MARHATTA EMPIRE. 


T HE predatory states composing the Marhatta 
power, have never been united under any re- 
gular form of confederation, or by any system of 
constitutional laws, or of established treaties, which 
can be compared to any imperial constitution or ge- 
neral confederation existing in Europe. A vague 
and indefinite sentiment of common interest, how- 
ever, founded principally upon their common origin 
and civil and religious usages, and upon their com- 
mon habits of conquest and depredation, has esta- 
blished a certain degree of union amongst them, 
from the period of their first success, throughout 
every stage of the decline of the Moghul empire; 
the same indefinite but acknowledged confederacy has 
subsisted between the Marhattas since the entire de- 
struction of the Moghul empire, and, together with 
other causes, has enabled several of these adven- 
turers to erect states of considerable military re- 
source and political power. 

The power of the Peishw^h, however, for many 
years past has been acknowledged by all the Mar- 
B hatta 



hatta all the other states 

of India, to be the constitutional representative of 
the sovereign executive authority of the Marhatta 
f empire, and the principal chieftains have been con- 
' sidered ostensibly as the subjects and officers of the 
Peishwah’s government. 

The British government, therefore, has concluded 
its general treaties with the Marhnttas through the 
authority of the Peishvvah, and although in some of 
those engagements, individual chieftains have been 
admitted to act as guarantees, the independenc right 
of the Peishwah to conclude treaties with any power 
in India, has never been denied ; nor has it ever been 
attempted to assert a claim on the part of any of the 
chieftains, to limit the independent right of the 
Peishwah to form treaties and alliances without the 
advice or consent of any chieftain of the Marhatta 
empire. 

On the other hand, these chieftains have exercised 
the right of concluding treaties and alliances, inde- 
pendently of the Peishvvah’s authority, and without 
his sanction or concurrence; and the British govern- 
ment recently concluded a treaty of subsidy with 
the Guikwar, without the previous sanction of the 
Peishwah, reserving, however, all the Pcishwah’s 
rights in the state of the Guikwar. 

• At the commencement of the war against Tippoo 
Sultaun, in the yeaf i789, Lord Cornwallis in form- 
ing a defensive alliance with the Marhatta power 
against the power of Mysore, resorted to the 
Peisbwah’s acknowledged authority as the best sccu- 

* The Rajah of Berar does not deny the nominal supremacy 
of the Rajah of Sattarah, whose authority is represented by 
the Peishwah, nor the sovereign executive powers annexed to 
the hereditary office of Peishwah, but he claims the office of 
Peishwah for himself in right of his descent from the family of 
Sevajee, the ancestor of the Rajah if Sattarah, and the foun- 
der of the Marhatta power. 
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rity for such an alliance, and accordingly negotiated 
and concluded, on the J st of June, 1790, the treaty 
ofPoonah with the Peishwah, without reference to 
any of the subordinate chieftains. 

in that war, the assistance which Lord Cornwall# 
derived from the Marbattas, proceeded exclusively 
from the Peishwah’s authority, aided by the feudal 
tributaries immediately subject to the state of Poo- 
nah. Neither Scindiah nor the Rajah of Berar were 
parties to that alliance, and it is well known that 
Mahdajee Scindiah was adverse to its principles and 
objects; and that at the close of that war, in 1792, 
Mahdajee Scindiah moved his army towards Poonah, 
with intentions unfavourable to the British inte- 
rests. 

At the conclusion of the war, in 1792, the 
Peishwah was a party to the treaty of peace at Se- 
ringapatam, nor was any attempt made at that time 
to assert a claim on the part of the subordinate 
chieftains of the Marbatta empire, to be consulted in 
that important arrangement which established a new 
balance of power throughout India, by the reduc- 
tion of .the power of Mysore, by the augmenta- 
tion of the British territories, and of those of the 
Nizam, and finally, of the separate hereditary terri- 
tories of the Peishwah. 

In the division, therefore, of Tippoo Sultaun’s ter- 
ritory, and of his treasure, which followed the treaty 
of Scringapatam in 1792, the Peishwah obtained a 
considerable accession of .territory to his hereditary 
dominions, and a large sum of money, without the 
advice, consent, or participation of any subordinate 
chieftain of the Marhatta empire. ' 

When Lord Cornwallis, in the course of the year 
1793, proposed a general defensive alliance to the 
Marhatta power and to the Nizam, his Lordship 
addressed the. proposition to the Peishwah, and re- 
ceived, as conclusive, a reply from the Peishwah 
B2 through 
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through the Durbar of Poonah, without any. refe- 
rence to the subordinate chieftains. 

The policy of considering the authority of the 
Peishwah as the legitimate dnd constitutiotfal repre- 
sentative of the Marhatta power was wise and just. 
It is evident that the acknowledged authority of the 
Peishwah furnished the most secure basis of an amif 
cable alliance between the British government in 
India and the Marhatta power, and at the same time 
afforded the most just and effectual means of con* 
troling the predatory spirit of the subordinate 'chief- 
tains, and of checking any disposition which might 
arise amongst them of a tendency adverse to the 
British interests, or to the general tranquillity of 
India. 

Some of these chieftains, however, appear to 
have considered the alliance between the British 
government and the Peishwah to be adverse to their 
interests ; and although its tendency at all times 
has been rather to secure than to disturb the feuda- 
tory Marhatta states in the possession of their sepa- 
rate territories and distinct rights, their characteristic 
spirit of habitual rapacity and lawless ambition, has 
inclined them to view with jealousy an alliance, the 
vigour and efficiency of which must always have op- 
posed obstacles to any invasion of the legitimate au- 
thority of the Peishwah. 

During the period of time which elapsed between 
the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam, in 
1792 , and' the commencement of Lord Wellesley's 
administration in India, in May 1798, the rapacity 
and ambition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah*, had im- 

' paired 

* Ranojee Scindiah, an officer in the service of Bajee Rao 
the first Peishwah, had five sons, one of whom died young 
the other four were Jye Appa Scindiah, Dutta Jee Puttail, Kid- 
dar Rao Scindiah, and Madhajee Scindiah. Jye Appa Scindiah 
was killed in Joclepoor. Dutta Jee Puttail was killed in the 
vicinity of Delhi, in a battle with Nujeeb-oo-Dowlah, the Go- 
vernor 
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paii^tfae authority of the Peishwah to such a de- 
gree^’# to have frustrated every benefit which Lord 
Cornwallis intended to secure to the British interests, 
by the alliance with the Peishwah. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah had absolutely usurped the 
government of Poonah, and had established himself 
in the vicinity of that city with a powerful army, the 
regular infantry and artillery of which had been dis« 
ciplined, and were then commanded principally by 
French officers. 

When Lord Wellesley, at the close of the year 
• 1798, required the Peishwah, in consequence of 
Tippoo Sultaun’s aggression, to fulfil the conditions 
of the subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the 
justice of that demand was deemed irresistable, even by 
the perverse counsels of Poonah, under the undue in- 
fluence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Peishwah’s 
ministers, therefore, ostensibly acquiesced in the de- 
mand, and that experienced' statesman, Nana Fur- 
navees, who was then verging to the close of his ca- 
reer, would certainly have fulfilled the conditions of 
the alliance, had not the wisdom of his advice been 
overborne by the violence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under this overbearing influence, notwithstanding 
the acquiescence of the court of Poonah in the jus* 
tice and necessity of the war against Tippoo Sultaun 
in 1798, and notwithstanding the Peishwah’s decla- 
ration of his intention to co-operate in that war ac* 
cording to the terms of the subsisting alliance, the 
Marhattas not only afforded no assistance to the Bri- 
tish government in the prosecution of the war, which 
terminated on the fourth of May 1799, but actually 
maintained a secret and treacherous correspondence 

veroor of the district of Seharanpoor. Kiddar Rao Scindiah 
died a natural death. Madhajee Scindiah 'died on the 12th 
Februanr 1794, without male issue, and was succeeded on the 
3d of March following, by his adopted son Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, who is the son of KiddaT Rao Scindiah. 

with 
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with Tippoo Sultaun and his ministers and of :crs 
down to the period of the fall of Seringapatam and 
even after that memorable event, the emissaries of 
the Marhatta government (under the domination of 
Scindiah, who then governed the Durbar of Poonah,) 
attempted to excite the family, and remaining officers 
of the deceased Sultaun, to resist the settlement of 
Mysore. 

Notwithstanding thp entire failure of the Peishwali 
in discharging the obligations of public faith to the 
British government under the alliance concluded by 
Lord Cornwallis with the Marhatta power, Lord 
Wellesley, in dividing Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions 
in the year 1799 , offered a considerable share of ter- 
ritory to the Peishwah. The Goverpor General 
however annexed to this liberal grant, conditions cal- 
culated to revive the alliance with the Peishwah on 
a secure basis. The Peishwah therefore was induced 
by DovvlutRao Scindiah to rejedt the profferred grant; 
and consequently the territory which had been des- 
tined for the Mahrattas, was divided between the re- 
maining allies, the Nizam and the British govern- 
ment. 

Propositions of the most amicable nature were at 
the same time offered to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but; 
when it is recollected that the most efficient 1 part of 
his military power was under the command and in- 
fluence Of French adventurers, his rejection of all 
friendly overtures from the British government may 
be traced to other causes, in addition to that spirit of 
usurpation and plunder which urged him to seize 
the government of Poonah, to prohibit the Peishwah 
from cementing the ties of amity with his Highness's 
antient ally the company, and even to compel that 
unfortunate prince to violate his public faith with* the 
company, at the expence not only of reputation and 
honour, but of every interest which the Peishwah 
could be supposed to feel as a sovereign prince, in. 
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tbejg^ependeoce of his own authority, in the secu- 
ritvll^jmown power, and in the extension of his 
hereditary territory and revenue. 

Previously therefore to the commencement of the 
last war in Mysore, the usurpation of a subordinate 
chieftain of the Mahratta empire, had in effect dis- 
solved the alliance formed by Lord Cornwallis with 
the Marhatta power, upon the basis of the Peishwah’s 
authority ; and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the chieftain, 
by whose usurpation the alliance between the Mar- 
hattn power and the British government had been 
dissolved, had effected that object by the presence of 
a powerful army formed under the command of 
French adventurers, and considerably advanced m 
discipline, military skill and science, under a S}S tern 
of which the further progress will appear in the nar- 
rative of the events of the present war. 

The destruction of the hostile power of Mysore, 
accompanied by the consolidation of our alliances 
with the court of Hyderabad,- had left no antagonist • 
to the British government among the native states ir* 
India, excepting the Marhatta power. 

The Marhatta states, unconnected with any Eu- 
ropean ally, could never become formidable to the 
British government, excepting in the event of an ac- 
tual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire, under 
an efficient sovereign power,, or in the event of a re- 
volution, which should unite the command of the 
resources of a large portion of the Marhatta territory, 
in the hands of an active and enterprising chief. 
Such events, however to be deprecated, might have 
been encountered without apprehension by the Bri- 
tish government, in the commanding position of its 
foreign relations, and in the vigorous condition of 
its internal resources, and concentrated strength. 

But it was obviously prudent to employ every en- 
deavour to effect such an arrangement, as should 

preclude 
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preclude the union of the Marhatta states un^|pny 
circumstances, which might menace interru|^P^ to 
the tranquillity of our possessions, or of thosebf our 
allies. With this view it appeared to be expedient 
to receive under the protection of the general defen- 
sive system, of which the foundation was laid by 
the treaty with the Nizam in 1800, such of 
the Marhatta states as might be disposed to enter 
into subsidiary engagements with the British govern- 
ment : on this principle a subsidiary treaty was con- 
cluded with the Guikwar in 1802, the operation of 
which attached that state to the company, and secure 
ed to the company a valuable and important territo- 
rial establishment in the maritime province of Guze-r 
rat. The most effectual arrangement, however, for 
securing the British government against any danger 
from the Marhatta states, appeared tobe^n intimate 
alliance with the acknowledged sovereign power of 
the Marhatta empire, founded upon principles, which 
should render the British influence and military force 
the main support of that power. Such an arrange- 
ment appeared to afford the best security for preserv- 
ing a due balance between the several states consti- 
tuting the confederacy of the Marhatta empire, as 
well as for preventing any dangerous union, or diver- 
sion of the resources of that empire. 

It has always been a principal object of the British 
government, to prevent the sovereign power of the 
Marhatta state, or the power of any great branch of 
the Marhatta empire, from passinginto the hands of 
France. While the views of the government of 
France shall be directed to the establishment of its 
authority within the peninsula of Hindostan, it is ma- 
nifestly the policy of the British government to ac- 
complish such a system of alliances with the powers 
of India, as may preclude the occurrence of those 
internal convulsions, which would afford to France, 

the 
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themiost favourable opportunity of effecting her am- 
bitious purpose. 

The disturbed state of the Marhatta empire, 
would hhve afforded an advantageous opportunity to 
the government of France, for the successful prose- 
cution of its favorite object, of establishing a domi- 
nion within the peninsula of Hindostan, by the in- 
troduction of a military force, for the purpose of 
aiding the cause of one of the contending parties ; 
and the views of France would have been materially 
favoured by the strength and efficiency of Monsieur 
Perron’s force, established with a great territorial do- 
minion extending towards the left bank of the Indus 
through the Punjaub*, and comprehending Agra, 
Delhi, and a large portion of the Doab of the Jumna 
and Ganges, on the most vulnerable part of our 
north western frontier of Ilindostan ; and holding 
the person and nominal authority of the unfortunate 
Shah Aulum, (the deposed Moghul Emperor,) in the 
most abject and degrading subjection^. 

The 

* Punjaub, (or the country of the five rivers) the country 
contained between the five brandies of the river Indus, from 
the 30th to the 3‘dd degree of north latitude, and from the 70 th 
to the 75th degree of east longitude* 

+ The annual revenue of tho umntiies subject to Monsieur 
Pc iron derived from the territorial possessions, as well as from 
other resources, ate stated to have amounted to one wore and 
thirty-five iacs of rupees , or about £. 1 , 700,000 sterling . 

Although the legular corps m'Siindiah’s service were first 
formed by. Monsieur De Boignc, it was his practice to admit 
into the service, British as well as French officers ; but since 
his resignation, the object of Monsieur Perron (who suc- 
ceeded to his authority) has been directed to the exclusion of 
British officers, and to the establishment of a military power, 
exclusively commanded by Frenchmen. This plan had Been 
carried into effect w.».j considerable success; and Monsieur 
Perron, it is suppe. only waited the ai rival of French offi- 
cers, to dismiss the whole body of British officers remaining 
iu the service of Scindiah. 

^ Do win t Rao Scindiah holds the appointment of Deputy 
tue Vaquel ul Mutuluk, which last is an office similar to that 
C pf 
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The endeavours of the Governor General have 
therefore been employed for some years past, to es- 
tablish between the Peishwah and the British govern- 
rment, such a connection, as might secure *the stabi- 
lity and efficiency of the Peishwah's authority, under 
the protection of the British power, without injury to 
the rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Mar- 
hatta empire. 

The efforts of the Governor General for that pur- 
pose, were renewed at those seasons of difficulty and 
dapger, when the Peishwah’s independence was con- 
troled, and when the existence of his government was 
exposed to hazard, by the violence, rapacity, and am- 
bition of his feudatory chieftains. Had the Peish- 
wah then assented to the moderate and salutary pro- 
positions which were offered to his acceptance, he 
could not have been exposed to the disastrous event 
by which (on the 25th of October 1802) he was ex- 
pelled from Poonah, by which his authority was sub- 
verted, his person endangered, and his country and 
capital abandoned to devastation and plunder. 

Notwith tanding the frequent disappointments 
which occurred in the accomplishment of his salu- 

of a regent or viceroy, exercising almost independent powers of 
sovereignty under the Great Moghul. 

The office of Vaqucl ul Mutuluk being holden by the Peish- 
wah, Scindiah in his quality of Deputy, administered the af- 
fairs of the nominal Moghul empire, and the, fiction was car- 
ried to so great a length, that Monsieur Perron called his army 
the “ Imperial Army” and himself a servant and subject of the 
Emperor or Great Moghul. 

There is every reason to believe that the Government of 
France intended to make the unfortunate Emperor of Hindos- 
tan the main instrument of their designs in India, and to avail 
themselves of the authority of his Majesty’s name to re-esta- 
blish their influence and power. ' A plan to this effect was ac- 
tually submitted to the Chief Consul of France in 1801, by 
an officer who afterwards accompanied General Decaen to In- 
dia Jn 1803. A copy of this plan is now in the possession of 
the Governor General ✓ 

• tary 
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tary views, the Governor General determined in the 
month of June 1 802, to renew his negotiations for 
the conclusion of an improved system of alliance with 
the couft of Poonah. The increased distractions of 
the Marhatta state, and the successes of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, (an illegitimate son of the late Tuckojee 
Holkar,) againft the forces of Scindiah, appeared to 
constitute a crisis of affairs, favourable to the complete 
establishment of the interests of the British power in 
the Marhatta empire, without the hazard of involve 
ing it in a contest with any party. 

The danger to which Scindiah’s separate dominions 
and hereditary interests had been exposed by the suc- 
cess of Holkar, and the ruin which must have ensued 
to Scindiah’s affairs, if Holkar had been able to esta- 
blish himself in the usurpation of the Pcishwah’s 
government, appeared to constitute sufficient mo- 
tives to counterbalance both Scindiah’s jealousy of 
the British power, and his inordinate desire of usurp- 
ing the same authority at Poonah, which Holkar 
was prepared to seize. Scindiah’s immediate perso- 
nal safety was endangered, and the restoration of the 
Peishwah,under the British protection at that mo- 
ment offered the only probable means of affording 
Scindiah a respite from the violence of Holkar. On 
the other hand, Holkar being a mere adventurer, 
and his resources and power altogether precarious, 
might have been expected to relinquish without re- 
gret his pursuits of irregular ambition and temporary 
rapine at Poonah, for the more secure and substantial 
benefit of a permanent establishment under the Bri^ 
tish protection. 

In the course of the discussions which ensued be- 
tween his Highness the Peishwah, and the British 'Re- 
sident, in consequence of the Governor General’s in- 
structions of the 23d of June 1902 , the Peishwah 
manifesfedi considerable anxiety to contract engage- 
C 2 ments 
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ments with the British government, but continued 
(under the terror of that ascendancy which Scindiah, 
although absent, still continued, to maintain over the 
counsels of the Peishwah, and with the habitual irre- 
solution of a Marhatta,) to withhold his consent to 
any admissible modification of the Governor Gene- 
ral's propositions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar actually 
arrived at the head of a large army, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Poonah. The combined army of the 
Peishwah and of Scindiah marched from Poonnn un- 
d$r the command of Suddasheo Bhow, for the pur- 
pose of encountering Holkar’s force. On the 25th 
of October JS02, the two armies engaged, and oil 
the same day, the Peishwah sent his minister to the 
British Resident with a paper, desiring the establish- 
ment of a subsidiary force of six battalions of Sepoys, 
with the usual complement of artillery, and convey- 
ing a sunnud (or grant) for territory to the annual 
amount of twenty- five lacs of rupees, proposed to be 
ceded in perpetuity to the honourable company, 
for the payment of that force. The minister at the 
same time assured the Resident, of the Peisbwah’s 
earnest desire, that a general defensive alliance should 
be concluded and carried into effect, at the earliest 
practicable period of time, between his Highness and 
the company on the principles of the treaty conclud- 
ed at Hyde .bad, in the month of October 1800. No 
reason existed to warrant a doubt of the Peishwah’s 
sincerity, to the extent compatible with the timidity 
of his character. His IIighncss>might be deemed to 
be indifferent to the success of either contending 
party, and to be equally menaced by the usurpation 
of Scindiah and by that of Holkar. The approach 
of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwah from any 
immediate fear of Scindiah, and left his Highness at 
liberty to embrace the British protection. 

The Governor General ratified this engagement on 

the 
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the day on which he received it, and signified to the 
Peishwah, his determination to employ every effort 
of the British power, for the restoration of his Higlu 
ness’s jast authority. With a view to include th$ 
several branches of the Marhatta empire in the pro* 
posed general alliance, the Governor General availed 
himself of this opportunity, to renew his invitation 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to partake the benefits of 
the treaty proposed to be concluded with the Pcish- 
wah, and accordingly directed Colonel Collins to pro* 
ceed from Futty Ghur to Scindiah’s camp, for the 
purpose of proposing the terms, on which Scindiah 
might be admitted to the benefits of the general de- 
fensive engagements, already concluded with the 
Peishwah. 

The engagement between the combined army of 
the Peishwah and Scindiah, and that commanded by 
Holkar, terminated in the total defeat of the former, 
with considerable loss. After the action, the Peish- 
wah retired with an inconsiderable body of cavalry 
to a fortress in the vicinity of Poonah, whence he 
prosecuted his march towards the Cokaii*. 

The object of Holkar was to obtain possession of 
the person of his Highness the Peishwah, and to 
compel his Highness to establish such an administra- 
tion, as might secure Hoi kar’s . ascendancy, to the 
exclusion of Scindiah’s power. In the event of the 
failure of this project, the second plan of Holkar was 
to invite to Poonah, Amrut Rao, (the adopted son of 
the late Ragobah,) to place the son of Amrut Rao 
on the Musnud, and invest Amrut Rao with the 
office of prime minister. Holkar himself was to 
assume the general command of the troops of the 
state. 

* The narrow trail of country along the western coast of 
India, contained between the province of Canara and Bombay, 
and bounded by the western Ghauts. 

Finding 
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Finding that the Peishwah had effected his retreat 
to Mbar, a fort in the Cokan, situated on the river of 
Bancoote, Holkar detached a force to Jejoory, a 
f<jrt about thirty miles south east of Poonah, and the 
actual residence of Amrut Rao, and brought that 
chieftain to Poonah for the purpose of carrying this 
plan into execution : and although Amrut Rao ap- 
pears to have been adverse to the arrangement, the 
affairs of Government were, in conformity to Holkar's 
plan, conducted at Poonah under the authority of 
Amrut Rao’s name. 

In the mean while, the Peishwah signified to the 
Government of Bombay, that it was his Highness’s 
intention to seek refuge at that presidency, and his 
Highness actually availed himself of the offer which 
had been made to him of the ship Herculean, for the 
purpose of conveying him from Mhar to a strong 
tort in another part of the Cokan, named Savendroog, 
where his person was likely to be perfectly secure 
against the attempts of the rebels and usurpers. 

In the existing state of the affairs of the Marhatta 
empire, it would have been a measure of indispen- 
sible precaution to have assembled a* considerable 
army of observation upon the frontier of the Marhatta 
territories, for the purpose of securing our own pro- 
vinces, and those of our allies the Nizam and the 
Rajah of Mysore, against the attack of the chiefs at 
Poonah, as well as of repelling the predatory incur- 
sion of any vagrant freebooter, whom the issue of 
the contest might compel to seek subsistence in the 
British dominions, or in those of our allies. These 
important considerations, combined with the appli- 
cation made to the Governor of Fort St. George, 
by the Resident at Poonah, acting under the orders 
of the Governor General, induced Lord Clive early 
in the month of November 1801 , to assemble a con- 
siderable 
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sidcrable force at Hurryhur *, on the north western 
frontier of Mysore, without waiting the arrival of di- 
rect instructions from the Governor General for that 
purpose. The Governor of Bombay pursued the 
same wise and salutary course of vigilance and pre* 
caution, by preparing for immediate service the dis- 
posable force at that presidency. A considerable 
detachment of the subsidiary force at Hyderabad, 
was also ordered by the Resident at that court, to be 
prepared for eventual service in the field, in confor- 
mity to a requisition for that purpose from the Resi- 
dent at Poonah. 

During these transactions, several conferences 
were holden at Poonah, between the Resident Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Close, Holkar, and Amrut Rao, in 
which both these chieftains expressed their solicitude 
for the preservation of the friendship of the British 


* Force assembled at Hurryhur under the command of Lieu- 
tenant General Stuart. 


Cavalry. 

Eur. 

Nat. Total. 

H. M. 19th Dragoons, 

25 th do. 

} 975 

2606— 3581 

Artillery, 

390 

- 390 

Gun Lascars, 

• 

563 

Infantry. 



5 Companies of H. M. 33d Regiment") 

i 

H. M. . 73d 

ditto, 1 

. 2845 

H. M. - . 74th 

ditto, | 


H. M. - . 74th ditto, f 

II. M. Scotch Brigade, J 

12 Batts, of Sepoys, - - 12,182 


15,027 


Total 18,998 

Abstract. 

Cavalry, . . 3581 

Artillery, - - 390 

European Infantry, 2845 

Native Infantry^ 12,182 


18,998 

With 800 Pioneers, and 503 gun lascars ; with 4 irontwelve 
and 4 iron eighteen pounders *, 4 brass twelve pounders ; 40 
field pieces, 12 galloper guns, and 4 howitzers. 

Go- 



( IG ) 

Government, and directly and earnestly applied to 
the Resident, for his advice and mediation in effect- 
ing an accommodation with the Peishwah. About 
the same time, the Governor General also received 
a letter from Dovvlut Rao Scindiah, under date 
the 24th November, soliciting the continuance of 
the friendship of the British Government towards his 
state, and that of the Peishwah, and containing a 
request, that the Governor General would act in 
concert with Scindiah during the existing crisis of 
affairs at Poonah. 

Having with difficulty obtained permission to quit 
Poonah, Lieutenant Colonel Close, the British Resi- 
dent, left that capital on the 28th of November, and 
reached Bombay on the 3d of December. The ca- 
pital of the Marhatta empire remained in the posses- 
sion of the rebels and usurpers. Towards the end of 
the month of November, the Peishwah embarked 
from Savendroog, under convoy of the Herculean, 
and arrived at Bassein on the 1 6 th of December, at- 
tended by a small escort of about one hundred and 
thirty followers. His Highness was immediately 
waited upon by Lieutenant Colonel Close, and the 
18ih of December was fixed for the day on which 
the Peishwah would enter on the discussion of the 
definitive treaty with the British Government. Ac- 
cordingly, early in the morning of the iSth Decem- 
ber 1802, Lieutenant Colonel Close, attended the 
Peishwah at his Highness’s place of residence on the 
ifland of Bassein, and submitted to his Plighncss’s 
consideration, a draft of the definitive treaty of alli- 
ance proposed to be concluded. The discussion 
lasted until sunset, by which time the Peishwah and 
his ministers agreed to tb t draft with some altera- 
tions which were admitted by Colonel Close. The 
treaty was signed, sealed, and delivered on the 31st 
December 1802 at Bassein, and on the 18th of 
March 1803, the Peishwah received the counterpart 
of the treaty, ratified by the Governor General in 

council. 
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council, with demonstration* of the highest satire 
faction. 

Io conformity to the plan of operations which the 
Governor General had directed to be adopted for 
the restoration of the Peishwah to the masnud at 
Poonah, the whole of the subsidiary force* stationed 
with his Highness the Nizam, amounting to about 
8368 men, marched from Hyderabad at the close of 
the month of February; and on the 25th of March, 
reached the town of Paraindah, a station on the wes- 
tern frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, situated at 
the distance of one hundred and sixteen miles front 
Poonah. The subsidiary force was accompanied by 
6,000 of the Nizam’s disciplined infantry, and 
about 9,000 cavalry, under leaders of approved 
valour and attachment. 

Under instructions from the Governor General 
of the 2d February 1803, Lord Clive, aided ' by the 
judgment of Lieutenant General Stuart, was em- 
powered to determine the time at Which it might be 
proper for the British troops to advance into the 
Marhatta territories, and the amount of the force to 
be detached from the main army assembled on the 
frontier of Mysore for that purpose. 

Adverting to the importance and expediency of 
securing the early arrival of the British troops at 
Poonah, Lord Clive on the 27th February, Instructed 
Lieutenant General Stuart, then present with the 
army on the frontier of Mysore, to adopt the neces- 
sary measures for the march of the British troops 
into the Marhatta. territory, leaving it to the judg- 
ment of Lieutenant General Stuart to determine 
the amount of the force necessary to be detached 
from the main body of the army. 

The command of the advanced detachment ne- 
cessarily required the united exertion of considerable 

force? two regiments of native cavalry, six 
oys, and 5 two companies of artillery. 
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military skill, and of great political experience and 
discretion; and Lord Clive was therefore of opinion, 
that it could not be confided with equal prospects of 
advantage to any other person, than the Honourable 
Major General Wellesley, "hose extensive local 
knowledge, and persona! influence among the Mar- 
hatta chieftains, faequired by his conduct in the 
command of Mysore, and by his victories over 
Coondiah and other refractory chiefs; were pccu- 
culiarly calculated to ensure success to the intended 
operations. Lord Clive accordingly desired, that 
General Wellesley might be appointed to the com- 
mand of the advanced detachment, under instruc- 
tions to be furnished to him by Lieutenant General 
Stuart, according to the spirit of the Governor Ge- 
neral's orders of the 2d of February i803. 

In conformity to those instructions. Lieutenant 
General Stuart directed a detachment from the main 
army assembled at Hurry hur, to be formed under 
the command of Major General Wellesley, for the 
pm pose of advancing into the Marhatta territory. 
The detachment consisted, of one regiment of Eu- 
ropean, and three regiments of native cavalry, two 
regiments of European and six battalions of native 
infantry, with a due proportion oi artillery, amount- 
ing all together to about 9707 m*n, and to this force 
was added 2500 of the Rajah of Mysore’s horse.* 

Major General Wellesley commenced his march 
from Hurryhur on the yth of March, and crossed 
the Turn bud ra river on the 12fh. The progress of 
the British troops through the Marhatta territories 

* ftere it may be observed lb at the power and resources of 
Mysore which bad hitherto been opposed to us in every contest 
with the native states of India, were now in consequence of the 
conquest of >eringapatam in 1799, applied to the aid of the 
British government, and afforded essential assistance. t By the 
subsidiary treaty’ of Seringapatam concluded in 1799, the Ra- 
jah of Mysore is bound to co-operate in the most effectual man* 
ner with the British government when engaged in hostilities. 

was . 



was most successful. They were every where re- 
ceived as friends, and almost all the chiefs in the vi- 
cinity of the route of the detachment, joined with 
their forces, and accompanied the British army t$> 
Poooah. The amicable conduct of the jagheerdars, 
and of the inhabitants (arising principal ly from the 
fame which the British arms hao acquired in the 
campaign under (Major General Wellesley’s com- 
mand against Doondiah Wai^h,) contributed to 
enable our army to perform this long march at a rpost 
unfavourable season of the year, without loss or 
‘distress. Greht merit is also to be ascribed to the 
ability, temper, activity, and skill of Major General 
Wellesley in directing the system of the supply and 
movement of the troops, in preventing plunder and 
all excess, and in conciliating the inhabitants of the 
districts, through which his route was directed. 

The Nizam’s subsidiary force under Colonel Ste- 
venson, arrived within a short distance of Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley’s force at Aklooss, a town within 
eight miles of the Neera river, on the 15th of April, 
and was the next day reinforced from Mhjur G i.cral 
Wellesley’s army, by his Majesty’s Scotch brigade. 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar had left Poonah some time 
previous to this period, and the native officers who 
commanded the corps which he had detached to the 
southward, retreated with precipitation as General 
Wellesley advanced. On the 15th of April, Holkar 
had reached Cbandore, (about one hundred and 
thirty miles N. N. E. from Poonah,) and Amrut Rao 
alone remained at Poonah with about 1500 men. 

Under these circumstances, it appeared to Major 
General Wellesley unnecessary to advance to Poo- 
nah all the troops destined to effect the restora- 
tion of the Peishwah; and as the country was much 
exhausted, and a general deficiency of forage prevail- 
ed, General Wellesley determined to dispose of the 
troops in such situations, that the whole might pro- 
D 2 cure 
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care forage and subsistence, and might easily form A 
junction, in case that measure should appear to be 
advisable. Accordingly, General Wellesley ordered 
Colonel Stevenson to march from his position near 
Aklooss to Gardoon, to leave near that place, within 
the Nizam’s dominions, all his Highness’s troops, 
and to place himself with the British subsidiary troops 
in a position on the Beemah river towards Poonah, 
near its junction with the Mota Mola river. 

After having completed these arrangements. Ge- 
neral Wellesley continued his march towards Poonah 
by the road of Baramooty. The general had receiv- 
ed repeated intimations from Colonel Close, that 
Amrut Rao, who still remained at Poonah, intended 
to plunder and burn that city on the approach of the 
British troops, and at last Major General Wellesley 
received an urgent request from the Peishwah then 
at Bassein, to detach some of his Highness’s troops in 
order to provide for the safety of his Highness’s 
family still remaining at Poonah. It was obvious 
that even if General Wellesley could have prevailed 
on the officers of the Peishwah’s troops to march to 
Poonah, the force was not of a description, or strength, 
to prevent the execution of Amrut Rao’s design; 
and General Wellesley determined therefore, to move 
forward with the British cavalry and the Marhatta 
troops belonging to the Peishwah, as soon as the 
British army should arrive within the distance of a 
forced march from Poonah. In the mean time, in- 
telligence was received that Amrut Rao was still in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah on the 1 8 th of April, 
and that he had removed the Peishwah’s family to the 
fortress of Saoghur, a measure, which was generally 
supposed to be preparatory to the destruction of the 
city. Major General Wellesley therefore marched 
on the 19 th April .1803, at night, over a most rug- 
ged country, and'thfough a difficult pass, (the little 
Bhoorgbaut,) about forty miles to Poonim, which 

city 
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city he reached at the head of the cavalry on the 20th # 
making the total distance marched by the cavalry, 
with Major General Wellesley in person at their 
head, siace the morning of the 19th (thirty-two 
hours,) about sixty miles. 

Amrut Rao heard of the march of the British troops 
early on the morning of the 20th, and retired with 
precipitation, leaving the city in safety. Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley and the British troops were welcome 
ed, as the deliverers of the city, by the few inhabit 
tants who remained, and those who deserted their 
habitations, and had fled to the adjoining hills dur- 
ing the usurpation of Holkar, afforded a proof of 
their confidence in the British government, by im- 
mediately returning to their houses, and by resuming 
their different occupations. It is a circumstance 
equally honourable to the British character, and pro- 
pitious to the British interests in that quarter of India, 
that the first effects of the British influence in the 
Marhatta dominions, should have been displayed in 
rescuing the capital of the empire from impending 
ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine. 

During the progress of these transactions, arrange- 
ments were made at Bombay for the march of the 
Peishwah towards Poonah. A detachment* con- 
sisting of his Majesty’s 78th regiment (which the 
Governor General embarked from Fort William on 
the 7th of February, and which arrived at Bombay 
on the 5th of April 1803,) five companies of his 
Majesty’s 84th regiment, a proportion of artillery, 
and 1035 Sepoys, was formed and placed under the 

* Detachment forming the Peishwah’s escort under the com- 
mand of Coionel Murray, of his Majesty's 84 th regiment: 
Europeans, . . J170 

Natives, . „ 1035 

Artillery, - . 93.' 

Total 2 &J 8 

With 177 gun lascars. 

185 
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command of Colonel Murray of his Majesty’s 84th 
regiment, as an escort to his 'Highness, who left Bas- 
sein, attended by the refident, Lieutenant Colonel 
Close, on the 27th of April 1803. 

On the 6th of May, the Pcishwah passed Major 
General Wellesley’s camp near Poonah, and on the 
13th of the same month, his Highness, attended by 
his brother Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous 
train of the principal chiefs of the Marhatta empire, 
proceeded towards the city of Poonah; having en- 
tered his palace, his Highness resumed his seat upon 
the musnud, and received presents from his princi- 
pal servants. 

During the procession, the British" resident, Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Close, accompanied by his suite, paicj 
his compliments to his Highness, when a salute was 
fired by the British troops encamped in the vicinity 
of Poonah, under the command of M:ijor General 
Wellesley; this salute was immediately answered 
from the fortress of Saoghur. * 

While the procession passed the bridge leading 
into the city, a second salute was fired from the Bri- 
tish camp, and as the Pcishwah approached the place, 
salutes were fired from the several posts of the Mar- 
hatta troops. At sun set salutes were fired from all 
the hill forts in the vicinity of Poonah. 

'While these transactions passed at Poonah, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah had collected a large force at Ougein* 
with the professed view of opposing Jcswunt Rao 
Holkar, and having commenced his march from that 
capital towards Poonah, crossed the Ncrbudda river 
on the 4th of February 1803, and arrived in the vi- 
cinity of Boorhanpoor on the 23d of that month. 

* Ougein is Scindiah’s capital situated near the ancient city 
of Mundu, tl]e capital of the Chillingi Kings of Malwa. Ougein 
is about forty miles north or north-west of More, Holkar’s ca- 
pital. These two cities are situated in the province of Malwa, 
which is divided between the Peishwah, Scindiah, and Holkar. 

.. . Colonel 
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Colonel Collins, the British resident, dispatched 
by the Governor General from Futty-Ghur, arrived at 
the camp ofDowlut Rao Scindiah on the 27th Fe- 
bruary 1*603. The adflees which the Governor, 
General had received from Colonel Collins, and from 
•other quarters, induced his Lordship to entertain sus- 
ipirions, that Scindiah, Notwithstanding his specious 
professions, being* now delivered by the interposition 
of the British power, from the immediate fear of the 
superiority of Holkar, meditated an accommodation 
with Holkar, and a confederacy with that chieftain, 
and with the Rajah ofBerar, for the purpose of sub- 
verting the treaty concluded by the* Britifh govern- 
ment with the Peishvvah at Bassein. This suspicion 
was corroborated by the artifices practised at the 
' camp of Scindiah, upon the arrival of Colonel Collins, 
with a view of eluding the communication of the 
propositions with which Colonel Collins was charged 
under the authority of the Governor General. The 
intricaty, perverse policy, and treachery of such an 
intrigue however contrary to every principle of true 
.wisdom and justice, arc habitual to the low cunning 
and captious jealousy of the Marhattas. Colonel 
Collins therefore on the 24th March 1S03, demand- 
ed and obtained an audience ofDowlut Rao Scin- 
eliah, for the purpose of requiring an explanation of 
;ithe suspected intrigue, when that chieftain in the 
: presence of all his principal ministers, positively as- 
' fiined Colonel Collins that he had no intention what- 
wer to obstruct the completion of the arrangements con- 
cluded between the Pcishwah and the British Govern- 
dment, and that it was his wish to improve the friend- 
ship then subsisting between the Peushwah, the Bri- 
tish government, and his own state. ' 

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the Go- 

S errior General had great cause to doubt the sincerity 
f Scjndiah’s professions, while the increasing ru- 
mours of the supposed confederacy * between that 

chieftain, 
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chieftain, Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and the Rajah of 
Berar, rendered it absolutely necessary for the British 
government to bring the question of the supposed 
confederacy to a determination, and in the* event of 
the actual formation of such a confederacy, to pre- 
pare the British government and its allies for a con- 
test with the confederated chieftains. 

Colonel Collins therefore in a conference on the 
28th of May, communicated to Scindiah, the repre- 
sentations which he had been directed to make in 
Conformity to instructions from ihe Governor Gene- 
ral under date the 5th May; by which Colonel Col- 
lins was desired to require the immediate return to 
Hindostan of Scindiah with his army, because Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah possessed no right to impede the 
accomplishment of the treaty of Bassein, unless his 
own security was endangered by that arrangement, 
because the advance of his army must necessarily 
have prevented the due execution of that treaty, and 
because Scindiah (having on the 24th of March, for- 
mally disavowed an intention of obstructing the en- 
gagements concluded between the Pcishwah and the 
British government,) his march to Poonab, or his 
continuance south of the Ncrbudda river* were in- 
compatible with that declaration, and could not be 
reconciled to any other policy, than a determined in- 
tention to disturb those engagements, and to re- 
establish his former usurped ascendancy in the go- 
vernment of Poonah. 

Colonel Collins at the same time delivered to 
Scindiah, a copy of the treaty of Bassein : Scin- 
diah after having considered the articles of the . 
treaty declared, that it contained no stipulations inju+ 
nous to his just rights . In conformity to the Gover- 
nor General's instructions, Colonel Collips required 

, * .The Ncrbudda liver forms the southern boundary of Hin^ 
dastan proper. 
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Scindiah to state the nature of his late negociations 
with the Rajah of Berar, and with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, intimating also to Scindiah, the resolution 
of the Governor General, to resist any attempt on 
the part of any state or power to obstruct the com- 
plete execution of the treaty of Basscin. 

The Resident (Colonel Collins) also apprized 
Dovvlut Rao Scindiah, that, in the event of his re- 
fusing to afford the just and reasonable explanations 
and assurances which the Resident demanded, and of 
hjs continuing to prosecute military operations in op- 
position to the Resident’s remonstrances, the British 
Government would be compelled to adopt measures 
of precaution on every boundary of that chieftain’s 
dominions: the Resident added, agreeably to the 
Governor General’s instructions, that certain intelli- 
gence of the accession of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to 
any ccfnfcderacy against the British power would 
produce immediate hostility on all parts of his fron- 
tier. 

In reply, Scindiah repeatedly declared, in public 
durbar, that he could not afford the satisfaction de- 
manded, until a meeting should have taken place be- 
tween him and the Rajah of Berar, when the British 
Resident should be informed u whether it would be 
peace or war.” 

Is it impossible not to contrast this unprovoked 
menace of hostility with the temperate declaration of 
the Governor General, intimating a conditional in- 
tention to adopt measures of precaution on every 
boundary of Scindiah’s dominions, in the event only, 
of that chieftain’s continuing to prosecute military 
operations, in opposition to the remonstrances of the 
Resident,, and refusing to afford the reasonable expla- 
- nations, which the Resident had demanded. In the se- 
quel ,of the Governor General’s declaration, which ad- 
verted to the extreme case of ultimate hostility, that 
eventual case is stated to have been contemplated by 

Ji the 
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the Governor General in the single event of Scindiah 
having actually acceded to a confederacy against the 
British power, which act on the part ofScindiab, would 
alone have constituted a positive aggression. The 
insult offered to the British Government by a refer- 
ence of the question of peace or war to the result of a 
conference with the Rq^ah of Berar, who, at the head 
of a considerable army, had reached the vicinity of 
Dovvlnt Rao Scindiah’s camp at Eidalabad, together 
with the indication which Scindiah’s abrupt dcclara^ 
tion, and the approaching junction of his army with 
that of the Rajah of Berar afforded, of a disposition 
on the part of those chieftains, to prosecute the sup- 
posed objects of their confederacy, rendered it the 
duty of the British government to adopt without de* 
lay, the most effectual measures for the vindication 
of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and 
interests, and those of its allies, against any attempt 
on the part of the confederates to injure or invade 
them. The Governor General accordingly (on the 
28th of Junc) v issued private instructions to General 
Lake at Cawnpoor to make the necessary arrange-r 
ments for assembling the army on the north-west 
frontier of the Company’s dominions, in order to coup-? 
tcract the designs of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar, and to derive every possible benefit 
to the British interests in the event of war. 

On the 3d of June the Rajah of Berar arrived with- 
in one inarch of Scindiah’s camp * at Checkly, on the 

frontier 

* It appears from the report of Mr. Stuart, a British officer, 
who was then in Scindiah’s service, and afterwards quitted it 
on the commencement of hostilities, that Scindiah’s force in the 
vicinity of the Nizam’s frontier at this period of time (June I, 
1803) amounted to twenty-eight battalions of regular infantry, 
(about 17 or 18,000 men,) and a well appointed train of aitil- 
lery, amounting to one hundred and seventy guns. The regu- 
lar infantry consisted of Monsieur Polhman’s brigade, eight bat- 
talions ; Monsieur Dudernaigue’s brigade, seven battalions j 
the brigade under major Brownrigg, hvc .battalions; Monsieur 

Dupcnt’< 



( 27 ) 

frontier of the Nizam’s territories, and was met by 
Scindiah on the following morning. From this time, 
the conduct of those chieftains afforded the strongest 
indicatioh of a resolution on their part, to evade the 
just and reasonable demands of the British govern- 
ment that they should withdraw their armies from 
the menacing position which those armies had occu- 
pied on the frontier of our ally the Nizam. Although 
Scindiah had distinctly admitted that the treaty of 
Bassein contained no stipulations injurious to his just 
rights, both chieftains continued their negotiations 
with Jesvvunt Rao Holkar, in order to induce him 
to join the confederacy against the British govern- 
ment and its allies ; at the same time both chieftains 
employed every endeavour to detach the court of his 
Highness the Peishwah, and that of his Highness the 
Nizam, from their alliance with the honourable Com- 

Dupont’s brigade, four battalions ; and four battalions belong- 
ing to Begum Sumroo. Arnbajee Inglia’s brigade, consisting, 
it is stated, of sixteen battalions, had a few days before been 
detached to Hindostan. 

Scindiah’s cavalry amounted to about 18,000 men, and was 
encamped a short distance from his infantry at Mulkapore, at 
which place Mr. Stuart believes the army of the Rajah of Berar, 
amounting to 6000 infantry, 20,000 cavalry, and forty guns, 
to have been at that time stationed. 

The united armies of the confederate chieftains, amounted 
therefore to 23 or 21,000 infantry, 38,000 cavalry, and about 
210 guns, and were encamped within twenty-five or thirty miles 
of the Nizam’s frontier, and of two principal passes, (the Ad- 
juntee and, Badowly Ghauts,}, leading into that Prince’s terri- 
tories. 

This commanding position not only afforded the confederate 
chieftains the means of menacing the tranquillity and security 
of the Nizam’s dominions, but would have enabled them, ( if 
they had not been checked by the British power,) to have corn? 
menced a successful attack on the Nizam’s territory as soon as 
the season should admit the commencement of military opera- 
tions j to have penetrated , to? Hyderabad for the purpose of in- 
terrupting the regular oj&j^of succession to the Musnud of 
the Dekan; and event^apy to have invaded the Company’s 
provinces, an# to have made those provinces the theatre of their 
violence and aggression. 
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pany, by intimidation, menaces and promises of 
booty and aggrandisement in war against the* Com- 
pany. 

The belief that those chieftains entertained designs 
hostile to the British government at the earliest stages 
of the negociation between the Resident and Dowlut 
RaoScindiah, is supported by the information, which 1 
the Governor General has from time to time re* 
ceivcd, of the proceedings of that chieftain. , 

In a letter from Colonel Collins, of the Qth March, 
2803, the Resident apprized the Governor General, 
that Ambajee Inglia, one of Dowjut Rao Scindiah’s 
principal ministers, had informed one of the Resi- 
dent’s native agents, that orders had been issued to 
General Perron, directing him to place the army un- 
der his command, in a state of preparation for the 
field with the view of an eventual rupture with the 
British government . 

At that time, Ambajee Inglia was supposed to pos- 
sess the greatest influence ovc) the mind of Scindiah, 
whose proceedings were said to be principally regu- 
lated by the councils of that chieftain. It appeared 
highly improbable therefore, that Ambajee would 
have communicated these orders to the Resident’s 
agents, if they had really been issued. This circum* 
stance induced the Governor General to discredit the 
dispatch of those orders, and to believe, that the ob- 
ject of the communication, was merely to discover the 
views and intentions of the British government, with 
respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state 
of Monsieur Perron’s military force however, which 
have subsequently been ascertained, confirm the 
information which the Resident communicated in 
the month of March, respecting the dispatch of the 
orders to General Perron, to the effect above de- 
scribed, even at that early stage of our negociations 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, The conduct of Am- 
bajee 
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bajee has also been explained by subsequent events ; 
it has appeared by undoubted evidence that Ambajec 
actually provoked Scindiah to war against the Com- 
pany, and obtained the command in Hindostan with 
the secret purpose of emancipating himself from 
Scindiah’s power. In pursuance of this treacherous 
project, after having given the information stated, to 
Colonel Collins, Ambajee actually obtained the com- 
mand of Scindiah’s forces in Hindostan, and imme- 
diately upon his arrival at Gualior, sent proposals of 
submission to General Lake. In the true spirit of 
Marhatta faith however, a part of Ambajee’s troops 
engaged General Lake’s army in the memorable bat- 
tle of Laswaree. 

On the 17 th June 1803, the Governor General 
received information, that Dowiut Rao Scindiah had 
addressed letters to Ghunnee Bahadur, and Him- 
mut Bahadur, the officers exercising the chief au- 
thority on the part of his Highness the Peishvvah in 
the province of Bundelcund, requiring them to be 
prepared to co-operate with the confederated Mar- 
hatta armies in hostile measures against the Britiffi 
possessions ; and that Dhurrmn Rao, the command- 
ing officer of a considerable body of horse, which 
had been dispatched by Scindiah in the month of 
April to Calpee, (a station on the right bank of the 
Jumna, contiguous to the British territories,) had re- 
ceived orders from Scindiah to the same effect. 

On receipt of this information, the Governor Ge- 
neral deemed it proper to direct the Resident to re- 
quire Dowiut Rao Scindiah to acknowledge or to 
disavow those orders, and accordingly, at a confe- 
rence between the Resident and Dowiut Rao Scin- 
diah holden on the ] 6 th July, the Resident stated 
the substance of that information to Dowiut Rao 
Scindiah, and required him to declare whether he 
had actually issued orders of the nature described. 

In reply, Dowiut Rao Scindiah assured the Resi- 
dent in the most solemn manner, that he had never 

issued 
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issued such orders to the Peishwah's officers in Bun- 
delcund, or to Dhurrum Rao, and that the latter 
chieftain had been especially directed to respect the 
British territories. 1V5H: 

Notwithstanding the solemn disavowal by Scindiah 
of these orders, the many instances of insincerity 
manifested by that chieftain, the general tenor of 
bis conduct, and the authenticity of the source of 
information upon this subject, together with cir- 
cumstances which have been subscquentlyasccrtained, 
confirm the intelligence originally received relative 
to these acts of aggression on the part of Scindiah. 
The facts were communicated to the Collector of 
Allahabad -bv the express direction of Himmut Beha- 
dur, (one of the Peishwah's officers in Bundelcund) 
to whom the letters of Scindiah were addressed, and 
who previously transmitted proposals to the Gover- 
nor General, for the transfer of that province to the 
authority of the British Government. 

In a letter from Colonel Collins, dated the 1 4 tli 
of June, and received on the 6th of July, that of- 
ficer transmitted a paper of intelligence from his 
Agent at Delhi, stating that messengers from Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah had lately come to the Rohilla 
chieftain Gholnum Mahomed Khan, who resides at 
Nadown, and that letters had been received by that 
chieftain from General Perron, inviting him to pro- 
ceed with bis followers towards the station of Gene- 
ral Perron’s army, by the way of Sabarunpore, for 
the purpose of exciting commotions in the Jaghcer 
of Ram pore ; and assuring him of ample support 
both from Scindiah and General Perron ; and that 
General Perron had clandestinely addressed letters 
to the principal persons residing in the Jagheer of 
Rampore and other places, urging them to em- 
ploy their exertions in disturbing the tranquillity of 
the Company’s possessions. This intelligence was 
corroborated by information repeatedly received and 
communicated to the Governor General by tha Re- 
sident 
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sident at Lucknow, and the Agent to the Governor 
General in the ceded provinces of Oude, of the 
preparations of Gbolaum Mahomed Khan, for the 
avowed purpose of complying with the suggestions 
which he had received from Scindiah and General 
Perron, to excite disturbances in the district of 
Rampoor, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Vi- 
zier’s and the Company’s dominions; and on the 
26 th of July, copies of letters from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to Gbolaum Mahomed Khan and Bumboo 
Khan (the grandson of the late Nujib oo-Dowlah, 
who occupies ti territory in the vicinity of Saharun- 
poor) declaring the intention of Scindiah to com- 
mence a war of aggression against the British power, 
and instigating those chieftains to co-operate with 
the forces of General Perron against the British pos- 
sessions, were received by the Governor General 
from Mr. Leycester, the collector at Moradabad, 
to whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo 
Khan. 

It appears from a passage in these documents, 
that the letters of Scindiah to Gbolaum Mahomed 
Khan, and Bumboo Khan, were written subse- 
quently to the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from 
Boorhanpore, on the 4th of May. But the dispatch 
of messengers to Gbolaum Mahomed Khan, and the 
transmission of the instructions to General Perron, 
under which that officer addressed letters to the 
principal persons in Rampoor, and other places, as 
noticed in the preceding paragraphs, mustt>c refer- 
red to an earlier period of time. The complete 
state of preparation in which the army of .General 
Perron was actually placed, is a corroborative evi- 
dence of the actual transmission of orders to that 
officer, to the effect described in Colonel Collins’s 
letter of the 9 th of March. 

These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the 
evidence of Scindiah’s hostile projects, and combined 
with information at various timcs*communicatcd by 

the 
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the "Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of the pro- 
ceedings of that chieftain, with the repeated intel- 
ligence received of the actual formation of an hos- 
tile confederacy between Do whit Rao Scindiah, and 
the Rajah of Bernr, and Jcswunt Rao Holkar, and 
with the tenor and result of the Resident’s nego- 
tiations, amount to full proof of the alledgcd design 
on the part of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, of 
subverting the alliance formed between the British 
government and his Highness the Pcishwah. 

During the actual crisis of affairs, it appeared to 
the Governor General necessary to unite the con- 
troul of all political affairs in the Dckan, connected 
with the negotiation then depending between the 
British government and the confederated chieftains, 
and with the movement of the army, under a dis- 
tinct local authority, subject to the Governor Gene- 
ral in council, but possessing full powers to conclude 
upon the spot whatever arrangements might become 
necessary, cither for the final settlement of peace, or 
for the active prosecution of war. The Gover- 
npr General was of opinion, that those impor- 
tant powers could not he placed with advantage in 
any other hands than those of the general officer 
commanding the troops, destined to restore the tran- 
quillity of the Dckan ; and accordingly determined 
on the 2(Jth of June, to vest them in Major General 
Wellesley, whose established inllucncc among the 
Marhatla chiefs, and intimate knowledge ot the 
Governor General’s sentiments concerning the Bri- 
tish interests in the Mai.hntta empire, were particu- 
larly calculated to enable that officer to execute the 
arduous trust reposed in him, with the greatest be- 
nefit to the public interests. The same powers were 
also vested in Lieutenant General Stuart, in the 
event of his assuming the immediate command of 
the forces in the Dekan. 

On the 18th of July, Major General Wellesley 
having received these powers from the Governor 

General, 
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General, addressed a letter to the Resident, direct* 
ing him to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of .Berar, the anxiety with which the British 
government defired the preservation of peace ; and* 
to observe, that the only proof which could be ac- 
cepted of the sincerity of the amicable professions 
of Scindiah ft nd the Rajah of Berar, was the imme- 
diate separation and return of their armies from the 
frontier of the Nizam’s territories, to their respec- 
tive capitals; in whiqb case, General Wellesley of- 
fered to withdraw the troops under his command to 
their usual stations. Should however Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar be resolved to maintain their 
positions on the Nizam’s frontier, the Resident was 
directed to apprize those chieftains, that he had re- 
ceived Major General Wellesley’s orderS to quit the 
camp of Scindiah, without delay. 

After further evasive attempts, the two chieftains 
returned answers on the 3 1st July to General 
"Wellesley’s requisition, and proposed to retire from 
the position which they occupied, at the same time 
that General Wellesley should qommence his march 
to the usual stations of the British Army ; this pro- 
position however, was accompanied by a condition 
which furnished a curious example of the deceitful, 
but weak policy of these Marhatta chiefs ; they add- 
ed to a proposition specious in its first appearance, 
the inadmissible and absutd condition, that on the 
same day on which the British troops under General 
Wellesley should reach the stations of Bombay, Ma- 
dras, and Semgapatam* , the Mfcrhatta confederates 
would encamp the united armies of Scindiah and the 

* Distances from Amednuggur (the position of Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley’s army on the 31st July 1803,) 

' To Madras, - - - 1049 Miles, 

Seringapatam - - 541 

Bombay, - - . $21 — — 

From the position which the confederates occupied, Boorhan- 
pore is distant about fifty miles. • « 

F Rajah 
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Rajah of Bcrar at Booihanporc, a city belonging 
Scindiah, and situated about bfty miles from the 
Nizam’s frontier. 

* The manner in whirl) this proposition was con- 
veyed to General Wellesley deserves particular no- 
tice. At thelast conference, on the 3Jst July, be- 
hveen the British Resident, Dowlut Kao Scindiah, 
and the Kvjah of Berar, three successive propositions- 
were offered by those chieftains to Colonel Collins’s 
'acceptance. The first proposition was, that the 
vuited forces of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
should retire to Boorhanpoorc, and that Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley should withdraw the British troops 
to their usual stations; or in other words, that the 
British army should abandon the means which it pos- 
sessed in its actual position, and in its embodied 
state, of opposing a seasonable resistance to anv 
hostile attempts on the part of the confederated 
chieftains, while those chieftains should retire with 
their united armies to a short distance from the fron- 
tier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of the 
approaching favourable season, and of the absence 
and dispersion of the British forces. 

This unreasonable proposition having been deci- 
dedly and instantly rejected by the Resident, the 
confederated chieftains offered their second proposi- 
tion, that the Resident should appoint a day for the 
inarch of the respective forces of those chieftains 
from the place of their encampment, and that the 
Resident should pledge the. faith of the Biitish go- 
vernment for the retreat of the army under Major 
General Wellesley, on the day on which the armies 
of the confederates should commence their march to 
their usual stations. 

It is manifest that this proposition afforded no 
other security for the actual return of the armies 
of those chieftains to their usual stations, than a pre- 
carious dependence on those promises which they 

had 
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'had so repeatedly violated. Independently of which 
consideration, Colonel Collins was not authorised to 
pledge the faith of the British government to an ar- 
rangement, inconsistent with the instructions which 
lie had received from Major General Wellesley, and. 
jt soon became evident that this proposition was 
tmercly illusory on the part of the chieftains. 

Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar finally proposed 
‘their third proposition, that they should by a letter 
state to Major General W ellesley, “ that on the day 
on which General Wellesley should withdraw his 
tmops from the station then occupied by the British 
army, those chieftains would separate their armies , and 
Commence their return to their respective territories in 
'iierur and the north of Ihmlostan This proposed 
modification of General Wellesley’s requisition evi- 
dently diminished the security which might have 
been derived from the previous and immediate sepa- 
ration and departure of the confederated armies. 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, however, having 
’declared, 4 hat unless Major General Wellesley should 
consent to the third proposition, they could not re- 
tire consistently with a due regard to the honour of 
4heir respective governments, Colonel Collins con- 
sented to refer that proposition to Major General 
Wellesley, and to remain in Scindialfs camp until 
an answer should he received, provided thr iciters to 
•Major General Wellesley were sent to the Resident, 
for transmission before the noon of the following day. 

It now appeared, that both the second and third 
propositions had been absolute evasions for w e pur- 
pose of gaining time ; in direct violation of the 
terms of'both the second and the third propositions, 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar on the 1st of 
August, 1803, transmitted letters to the Resident, 
addressed to Major General Wellesley, proposing 
r c (not^lo separate their armies, and to commence their v 
^return to Berar, and to the northern provinces of 
* ‘ ' F 2 Hiu- 
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Hindostan, on the day on which Major General 
Wellesley should withdraw the British army;) but 
to continue their armies united , and instead of com- 
mencing their “ march to their respective territories in 
JBerar , and the north of Hindostan to limit their 
retreat to the neighbouring station of Boorhanpore, 
precisely according to the terms of the first propo- 
sition, which had been fully discussed, and positively 
and instantly rejected by Colonel Collins. 

On the receipt of the Rajah of Berar’s letters con- 
taining this inadmissible and insidious proposition, 
the Resident made immediate arrangements to quit- 
ting the camp of Dowlut Rao Semdiah, and com- 
menced his march towards Aurungabad on the 3d 
of August. 

It may be useful in this place to review in a dis- 
tinct and connected form, the leading facts of the 
late transactions, which have terminated in a disso- 
lution of the relations of amity between the British 
Government and the confederated chieftains, Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. 

13 is Highness the Peishwah was compelled, to- 
wards the close of the year 1802, by the violence 
and usurpation of a subject * of his government, to 
abandon his capital city of Poonah ; in pursuance of 
the principles of the alliance formed with the Peish- 
wah in 17Q0, and revived in 1792 and 17 Q 3 , and 
with a view to the establishment of the general sys.- 
tem of defensive alliance, commenced with the 
Nizam by the treaties of 1798 and 1800, his High- 
ness the Peishwah solicited and obtained the aid of 
the British power for the restoration of his authority, 
and concluded engagements with the British Go- 
vernment, calculated to secure his Highness’s rights 
and independence* against the designs of any foreign 
or domestic enemy. Those engagements not only 


Jeswunt Rao Holkirr. 


con- 
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contained no stipulation injurious to the just rights 
of the feudatory chieftains of the Marhatta empire, 
but provided additional security for the unmolested 
exercise of those rights. Reference to the treaty of 
Baskin \Vill prove this statement. 

Dow lut Rao Scindiah distinctly expressed his con- 
currence in the propriety of the measures adopted py 
tue lintish Government for the restoration ot the 
Pei ^h wall’s authority; he was assuredly the Resi- 
dent in the name of the British Government, that 
the treaty of Bnssein was merely of a defensive na- 
ture ; < nil after having received a copy of the treaty 
of Basse m, he admitted that the treaty ot bassein 
was net injurious to his own rights, or to those of 
the feudatory chieftains ; he also, after some discus- 
sion, admitted that the Peishwah possessed the right 
to conclude the treaty of Bassein without the con- 
currence of the Marhatta feudatories, stating merely 
that as guarantee * to the treaty of Salbye, he ought 
to have been consulted by the Peishwah ; Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, however, persisted in soliciting the 
junction of the Rajah of Berar, with the whole body 
of his forces, for the purpose of deciding the ques- 
tion of war or peace, or in other words, of eventually 
employing their united .power and resources, to in- 
vade the territories of the allies and of the company, 
and to subvert the arrangements concluded between 
the British Government and the Peishwah at Bassein. 

In conformity to Dowlut Rao Scincjiah’s solicita- 
tions, the Rajah of Berar commenced his march tor 
the purpose of effecting the proposed junction ot 
their numerous armies in a menacing position on tho 

frontier 

* On this subject it may be observed, that to have rendered 
the Peishwah responsible to Scindiah for the a&s of his admi- 
nistration as the acknowledged executive head, of the Marhatta 
state, would have reversed the relation which subsists between 
them. The duty of a guarantee to a treaty cannot be consi- 
dered to extend to the obligation of precluding any change in 

the 
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frontier * of the Nizam, the ally ot the British Go- 
vernment. 

These measures were not adopted by those. chief- 
tains with a view, nor even under a pretence ot de- 
fending their own rights and interests against any ap- 
prehended design on the part of the British govern- 
ment or of any other state, to injure or to invade those 
rights or interests, nor with the view of’ securing the 
protection or internal settlement of their own posses- 
sions in the vicinity of the Nizam’s dominions. No 
such apprehensions were ever stated by cither chief 
tain. These measures were therefore avowedly con- 
certed for the express purpose of enabling those chief- 
tains to carry into died their eventual resolution of 
undertaking a war of aggression against the British 
government and its allies, for the purpose of usurping 
the authority of the Peishwah, and of destroying a 
tieaty, the tendency of which the confederate chief- 
tains had not arraigned, and which the Peishwah was 
acknowledged to be competent to conclude, even by 
the direct admission pf Dowlut Kao Seindiah. 

Under these and other indications of hostility on 
the. part of those chieftains, the British government 
merely required t hat thc\ should retire with their 

the terms of such treiiy, or even its entire abrogation, provided 
the contracting panics hive agieed by muLu.ii consent to vary 
or annul it. In lus capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Sal- 
bye, Seindiah is merely authorized to bring to a right under- 
standing either of the parties to that treat) which shall deviate 
from its stipulations, in that capacity, theiefoie, Seindiah 
does not possess any authority to prevent the contracting par- 
ties from concluding any additional engagements, or even from 
Abrogating the treaty of Salbye by mutual consent ; at all 
events, his interests and station as a member of the Marh.it til 
state, were sufficiently considered by the oiler of admitting him 
to be a party in the defensive treaty concluded with the Peish- 
wah, or of contracting separate engagements between him and 
the British government on the basis or that treaty. 

* Pear the Adjuntee Ghaut, a piss about sixty miles north of 
Aurungabad, on the Nizam’s north western frontier, and lead- 
ing into his territories. 


armies 
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armies t6 their usual stations, in Berar and the north 
of Hindofstan, proposing that the British army in' the 
Dckan, should also retire in a similar manner. 

At the moment when Dovvlnt Rao Scindiah, after 
being apprized of all the stipulations of the treaty of 
Bassein, acknowledged, that it contained no provi- 
sions injurious to the rights of the feudatory chief- 
tains, that chieftain publicly declared to the Resident, 
That the question of peace or war with the British go- 
vernment, depended upon the result of a conference 
between Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar. whose ar- 
rival at the head of the whole body of his forces in 
the vicinity of Scindiah’s camp, was daily ex- 
pected. 

The hostile and insulting nature of this declaration 
deserves particular attention. Occupying a position 
with the main body of his forces near the frontier of 
our ally, Scindiah publicly declared, in open durbar, 
to the representative of the British government, that 
he awaited the arrival of the Rajah of Berar, at the 
head of a numerous army on the frontier of the domi- 
nions of our ally, for the purpose of deciding, whether 
the united arms of those confederate chieftains, should 
be employed in a war of aggression against the British 
government and its allies. 

After the declaration made by Dovvlut RaoScin- 
.diah, that Ci The British government should know 
whether it would he peace or war as soon as the Rajah 
of Berar should have joined Scindiah 1 s army 11 every' 
principle of the law of nations would have justified 
the British government in adopting any measures 
which might have been deemed necessary to prevent 
the intended junction between the armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar. It would 
have been justifiable to have employed force. for the 
purpose of preventing the junction of the confederate 
armies, and of diverting the operations of their 
troops. Those objects constituted a sufficient cause 
of war, previously to the meeting of the chiefs, and 

would 7 
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would have warranted the immediate attack of the 
territories and resources of the confederates in order 
to prevent the accomplishment of the avowed purpose 
of their meeting. 

The armies of those chieftains however were per- 
mitted to effect the proposed junction, and the chief- 
tains met for the purpose of deciding whether it shoe LI 
he peace or war with the Company. After the junction 
of their armies, those chieftains continued by syste- 
matic debus and evasions, to withhold any declara- 
tion with regard to the nature of their designs, during 
a period of two months ; and although at the expira- 
tion of that period of time, the confederated chid Inins 
disavowed all intention ol obstructing the complete 
execution of the treaty of Basscin, they refused to 
abandon the arrangements avowedly adopted, and the 
position occupied, for the eventual prosecution of 
hostilities against the British government. 

The piocccdings of the confederated chieftains 
were therefore manifestly of a menacing and aggres- 
sive nature, and the position of their united armies on 
the frontier of our ally, enabled them to carry into im- 
mediate execution the hostile designs which their 
conduct and their language had -previously indicated. 
The temporary change of their language unaccompa- 
nied by any change of conduct, afforded no security 
against the hostilities which they had menaced, and 
while they continued to occupy an hostile and menac- 
ing position with their united armies, the contradiction 
between their professionsand their actions afforded just 
ground of suspicion, especially at that season when 
it would have been much more difficult for their 
forces than for the British to have commenced active 
operations. On the other hand, the movement of the 
British troops towards Ahmednuggur, as far as it re- 
spected the Rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, was purely defensive. The internal condition 
of his Highness the Peishwah’s government would 

alone 
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alone h^vo justified, and required the march of the 
British subsidiary force from Pooriab to that position. 

Under these circumstances, those chieftains were 
not entitled to any corresponding concessions on our. 
part, and their refusal to comply unconditionally with 
the requisition of the British government, would have 
justified an immediate resort to arms. The offer of 
Major-General Wellesley, therefore, on. the ISth.of 
July, to withdraw the troops under his command, 
from' the vicinity of Admednuggur, and the amicable 
assurances with which it was accompanied, afforded 
the most unequivocal proof of the pacific intentions 
of the British government, and deprived the coufedc* 
rated chieftains of every pretext for continuing to 
maintain their armies in their united and menacing 
position on the frontier of our ally. 

The mere junction of the armies ofScindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar, upon the frontier of the domi- 
nions of our ally, for any purpose unconnected with 
the security of the rights of those chieftains, would 
have compelled the British government to demand the 
removal of those armies from that menacing position, 
and would have required the adoption of those mea- 
sures of precaution on our part ; and the refusal of 
those chieftains to comply with that demand, would 
have justified an appeal to arms for the security of 
our interests, and those of our allies. But Scindiah 
had publicly declared, that ^the object of the junc- 
tion of the confederate armies was to decide the 
question of peace or war with the Company. Under 
the circumstances of the moment therefore, no other 
security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains 
could have been accepted,. than such as should de- 
prive them of the power of prosecuting with success 
the designs which they manifestly entertained, and 
had declared against the rights and interests of the 
British government and its allies. 

During the whole course of the negociations be- 
tween the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, (from 
G the 
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the l?th of February until the 3 A of August; 1803,) 
that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar employed their 
most assiduous endeavours to induce Jeswunt Rao 
.Holkar to unite in the confederacy, and *to form a 
junction with the^ confederate armies; and those 
d^eftains even assigned the depending negociation 
iidth Jeswunt Rao Holkar, as a cause for maintaining 
their united armies in the position from which they 
were required to retreat. 

The result established by these facts, which arc 
amply detailed in the Governor General’s dispatches 
to the secret committee of the 19th April, 20th 
June, 1st August, and 25th Septemper 1803, is — 

1st That according to the evidence of facts and to 
the distinct avowal of Scindiah and the Rajah of Be- 
rar, those chieftains had no cause of complaint 
against the British government, nor any reason to ap- 
prehend that their just rights and interests were ex- 
posed to hazard by the arrangements concluded bo 
tween the British government and the Peishwah. 

adly. That the junction and continuance of the 
armies of those chieftains on the frontier of the Ni- 
zam, near Adjuntee, were evidently unnecessary , for 
any purpose connected with the security of their 
rights, or with the protection or internal arrangement 
of any part of their territorial possessions ; and that if 
either Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar had really en- 
tertained apprehensions of Holkar’s movements, they 
could not have continued in their actual position with 
common prudence, but must for their own safety have 
retired in the direction required by Mqjor General 
Wellesley, since Holkar at that time occupied a po- 
sition in the vicinity of Scindiah'a dominions in 
Malwa. 

3dly. That the general conduct and language of 
those chieftains, indicated designs of an hostile nature 
against the British government, and its allies*, the 
Peishwah, and the Nizam, and that Scindiah had dis- 

tiodiy 
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tinctly declared on the 28th of May, that he and the 
Rajah of Berar, meditated eventual war, 

4thiy. That those chieftains assembled their ar- 
mies in a menacing position on the frontier of our 
ally the Nizam, for the purpose of enabling them 
eventually to carry those designs into execution. 

sthly. That the public and insulting menace of 
war, against the British Government, uttered by 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 28th of May 1803, 
was an open avowal of an hostile spirit, and an act 
of direct hostility ; and therefore a sufficient jcause 
of war, unless that menace had been effectually re- 
tracted by such a movement of that chieftain’s army, 
as should have secured the British interests against 
the accomplishment of so insolent and wanton a 
threat ; that the confederate army continued to re* 
tain the means of commencing with advantage the 
war which Scindiah had denounced j that the same 
hostile spirit was manifested by various preparations 
and arrangements dangerous to the British govern, 
ment and its allies, ana that these acts of aggression 
were menaced and committed, not only without any 
cause of complaint deducible from the measures and 
proceedings of the British government or of its allies, 
but under a distinct acknowledgment of the pacific 
nature of our arrangements with the Peishwah, and 
under an avowed conviction of our amicable inten- 
tions. 

6thly. That the hostile nature of the proceedings 
of those chieftains, and their repeated violation of 
public faith, precluded all reliance on their promises 
and professions, and rendered it the duty of the Bri- 
tish government, to require the separation and return 
of their armies to their respeftive territories, as the 
only security for the rights and interests of the Bri- 
tish government and its allies, against the declared 
designs of those confederated chieftains* 

7thly. That this requisition was accompanied by 
G 2 a pro- 
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a proposal to withdraw the British army from its ad- 
vanced position at Ahmednuggur in the Dekan, 
and that such a proposal was not only an incontro- 
vertible proof of the just and pacific views of the Bri- 
tish government, but furnished ample security to the 
confederated chieftains, against the possiblity of any 
danger which could be apprehended by them, from 
a compliance with our requisition to separate and 
withdraw their armies. 

It was evident therefore, that after the denial of 
this just requisition, the defence and security of our 
rights, and those of our allies, could only be maintain- 
ed by resorting to arms against Scindiah and the 
Rajah ofBcrar. 

The season pressed for decision. The actual pre- 
valence of the rainy monsoon in the provinces of India, 
which must become the theatre of war, was highly 
favourable to our operations, and equally unpropiti- 
ous to any hostile movement of the ■native powers. 

To have permitted the confederate chieftains to re- 
main unmolested until the close of the rains, would 
have sacrificed a principal advantage which we then 
possessed, and would have enabled and encouraged 
them to prosecute with facility and rapidity, their 
operations* against the territories of the Nizam, of 

the 

* The Dessarah, which may be considered a military festival 
among the Marhattas, takes place at the close of the south 
west monsoon, about the end of the month of September ; the 
iavourable season for the movement of troops then opens. The 
jhanda or great standard of the prince is hoisted, a camp is 
termed, and the operations of the ensuing year are determined, 
whether they may be direfted against an open enemy, or to 
the objetf of colletfing the permanent tribute, or Chouic, ot- 
to move or a Muluk-Gheree, or plundering expedition. “In 
Poo rum, t festival is celebiated with paiticular splendor. The 
Peishwal iccompmicd by the great ircmb- rs of the empire, 
march oui of the .-by, preceded by the state equipages, consist- 
ing of elephants snpeibly caparisoned, led horses, and in slimt 
all the pomp et oriental magnificence. Upon this occasion the 
Marhattas go through the ceremony of plundering'a field; 

doubtless 
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the Peishwah, of the Rajah of Mysore, and eventual- 
ly of the company, at the commencement of the 
favourable season. 

• This policy would have united all the disadvan- 
tages of irresolution with the inconvenience of heavy 
expense, and of the continuance of our army at a 
remote distance from our own possessions ; neither 
prurience nor honour would have permitted us to 
retreat under the menacing language and command- 
ing position of the confederate chieftains. We must 
therefore have maintained an advanced position in 
the Dekan, nor could we have abandoned the Nizam, 
the Peishwah, the Guikvvar, the Rajah, of Mysore, 
and our own subjects upon our frontier, to the secu- 
rity of vague professions from a Marhatta Durbar. 
The threats and power of the confederates, the posi- 
tion and force of their army, combined with the ge- 
neral tenor of their conduct and policy, absolutely re- 
quired that our army should remain in the vicinity Qf 
the confederate forces, for the preservation of our in- 
terests, of our safety, of our public faith, and of our 
reputation. 

In addition to other circumstances, the declining 
state of the Nizams health, and the designs which 
the confederate chieftains were known to entertain 
with respect to the succession to the sovereign autho- 
rity of the Dekan, rendered it indispensibly necessary 
that while the Marhatta army remained on the Ni- 
zam s frontier, the British trooops should occupy, a 
position calculated to secure the regular order of suc- 
cession on the Nizam’s death, and to frustrate the 
attempts which the confederates might make to place 
on the Musnud of the Dekan, one of the younger 

doubtless to remind them of their predatory origin. The 
Peishwah leads the way, by tearing up a handful of corn ; his 
example is followed by all present, and the field is pillaged in a 
moment.” 6 


• sons 
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sons of the Nizam, devoted to the cause of the Maf- 
hatta chiefs, and inimical to the British interests. 

The same policy which dictated the conclusion of 
the treaties of Hyderabad in 17 and in 1-600, re- 
quired, that the British government should be pre- 
pared to maintain the stability of its alliance with the 
Prince of the Dekan, and to resist any attempt which 
might be directed to the subversion of the British in- 
fluence at Hyderabad, or to the exclusion of the legi- 
timate heir from the sovereign power of the Dekan. 

These considerations therefore rendered it indis- 
pensibly necessary to maintain an advanced position in 
the Dekan, while the confederates should persist in the 
determination of menacing the frontier of our allies. 
If the British army had continued in an advanced 
position, leaving to the confederates the undisturbed 
possession of their resources and means of attack, the 
result must have been deeply injurious, if not fatal to 
our cause. 

After we had sustained the expense and inconve- 
nience of remaining ina&ive in the field, waiting the 
pleasure of the Marhatta Durbars for peace or war, 
the confederate chieftains would ultimately have 
possessed the opportunity of employing their com* 
bined force against our dispirited army with every 
advantage of season, with increased alacrity and 
vigour, and with the probable addition of Holkar’s 
troops, of many of our present Marhatta allies, and 
even of French auxiliaries. 

The samfe considerations of justice and policy 
therefore which absolutely required us to maintain our 
army in an advanced position under the actual ag- 
gfession and hostile conduct of the confederates, 
operated with additional force to demand such a 
seasonable application of our military strength, as 
should afford us the full' benefit of our actual advan- 
tages, frustrate the artifices, delays, and treachery of 
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the enemy, anticipate his insulting menace of war, 
check his pride, and chastise his insolence. 

If we had submitted to the insidious propositions 
of the Marhatta chiefs, if we had retreated in the face 
of their united forces, and had withdrawn our army 
in the Dekan*, while they retained their commands 
ing position; if we had omitted the precautions 
which involved additional expense on the frontier of 
Oude,and in other quarters; we should have sub- 
mitted the honour, dignity, and interests, if not the 
existence, of the British government in India, to the 
most faithless, sanguinary, rapacious, and violent of 
the Marhatta adventurers; we should have forfeited 
the opinion of the native powers, which forms a main 
pillar of the fabric of our empire; we should have 
descended to a public acknowledgment of « the su- 
periority of the Marhatta arms in the face of all Asia; 
and we should have been degraded by the native 
states of Hindostan, and the Dekan, to the rank of a 
secondary power in India ; of a power, secondary to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whose military strength rests 
upon the support of French adventure, enterprise, 
and skill. 


A policy so unworthy of British wisdom, honour, 
and coinage would have subjected the tranquillity 
and security of Hindustan and the Dekan, including 
all our alliances, dependencies, and possessions, to the 
will of Scindiah, and of a band of French adventu- 
rers, armed with a powerful artillery, in the critical 
moment of a renewal of war with France. 

It- appeared to the Governor General to be a more 
^ate, as well as a more honourable policy, to employ 
the means which he had prepared, for the purpose of 


of # th^ni°n r it < s .^ er ? 1 signification, implies the whole 
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effectually averting the present and future projects df 
the confederates and their French officers, than to 
confide the security of any part of his arduous trust 
to the professions of the Marhatta chiefs, contradicted 
by the spirit of all their actions, and by the uniform 
tenor of their character, disposition and views. 

Colonel Collins therefore left Scindiah’s camp on 
the 3d of August, and the British government pro- 
ceeded to carry into execution the plan of operations 
which had been formed for the eventual defeat of the 
unjust and unprovoked designs of the confederated 
chieftains, Dowlut Rao Scindia and the Rajah of 
Berar. 

The compass of these notes will not admit a flate- 
ment of the detailed instructions issued by the Go- 
vernor General to his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief (General Lake), and to the honourable Major 
General Wellesley, to the governments of Fort St. 
George and Bombay, and to the public officers at 
Fort William, relative to the preparation and em- 
ployment of the forces, and to several points connect- 
ed with the formation of a system of political arrange- 
ment with the neighbouring states and chieftains, 
calculated to diminish the power and resources of 
the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British 
arms, in the event of our being compelled to proceed 
to hostilities. 

Every measure was suggested and adopted, which 
the judgment of the Governor General in council 
could devise, for the successful accomplishment of 
those political arrangements, and the preparations 
for military operations were all made with a view to 
the commencement of hostilities in every quarter of 
the possessions of the enemy, before the close of the 
rainy season. Although this early movement was 
likely to prove difficult to the British armies, it is well 
known that these difficulties would be inconsiderable 

in 
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jn comparison with the almost insurmountable ob- 
stacles which embarrass the operations of the army of 
a native power, during the poiod of the rains. The 
forces frojn the arm vs of Fort St. George and of 
Bombay under the command of Major General Wel- 
lesley, were already in a position to commence hosti- 
lities in the Dckan, as soon as intelligence should be 
received of the rupture of the negotiation with Scin- 
diah and the Rejah of Berar; and arrangements had 
been carried into effect, for the early invasion (from 
Ganjatn and from Calcutta by the armies of Fort St. 

• George and Bengal,) of the valuable province of Cut- 
tack in Orissa, which disjoins the British territory, 
and interrupts the continuity of our dominions be- 
tween Bengal and the northern Sircars. The govern- 
ment of Bombay was prepared to seize at the same 
time, the sea ports and territory belonging to Scin- 
diah in Guzerat, on the extremity of the western 
quarter of India. By the indefatigable activity, zeal, 
ability, and energy of General Lake, (whose personal 
exertions have surpassed all former example, and have 
been the main source of the success of the war in that ^ 
quarter,) the army of Bengal on the north-west fron- 
tier of Oude, was placed towards the close of the 
month of July, in a state of preparation and equip- 
ment, favorable to the immediate attack of Monsieur 
Perron’s force, as soon as authentic advices should be 
received, of the commencement of hostilities in the 
Dekan. 

The arrangements adopted by the Governor Gene- 
ral during this arduous crisis of affairs, were directed 
to provide for a general combined attack to be made, 
neaily at the same time, on the united army of 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar under their personal 
command in the Dekan, and on all their most vul- 
nerable and valuable possessions in every quarter of 
India. The plan of operations comprehended a tract 
H of 
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of country, extending from Delhi* and the President 
cies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay 
to Poonah, Hyderabad, Gnzerat, and Orissa, and em- 
braced, together with the security and defence of the 
British dominions, the important objects of defeating 
the confederate chieftains in the field; of establishing 
our allies, their highnesses the Peishwah and the Ni- 
zam in their respective legitimate governments ; of 
securing the legitimate succession to the government 
of the Dekan ; of delivering the unfortunate and 
aged emperor Shah Allum, and the royal houfe of 
Timur, from misery, degradation, and bondage ; 
and of extirpating the last remnant of Frertch in- 
fluence in India, by rescuing his Imperial Majesty the 
Moghul, from the hands of a desperate band of 
French adventurers ; and by destroying the powerful 
artillery and military resources of Monsieur Perron, 
and of the French state founded upon the ruins of 
the authority of the Moghul, and under the auspices 
of Scindiah, on the north-west frontier of flin- 
dostan. 

The army under Major General Wellesley was di- 
rected to the purpose of. opposing the confederated 
force under the command of Scindiah and the Rajah 
ofBerar. The effect of Major General Wellesley’s 
success might be expected to deliver from all danger 


* Delhi to Poonah, - . 913 Miles. 

Hyderabad, - y.*30 

Baroach, about - £00 

Cuttack, - 902 

Fort William to Poonah, - 12-39 

Hyderabad, - - 902 

Baroach, - - 125 \ 

Fort William to Bombay, - 1301 

Fort St. George, - 1030 

Fort St. George to Poonah, - 6*60 

Hyderabad, - - 362 

Boorhanpoor, - 769 

Fort St. George to Bombay, - 758 
Baroach to Cuttack, - near, 1000 


the 
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the Nizam, the Peishwah, and the Company’s pos- 
sessions^ Mysore, in the western and southern dis- 
tricts of the Dekan, and on the frontier ofBerar ; and 
to establish the governments of the Guikwar, of Poo- 
nah, and of Hyderabad. 

By the reduction of Cuttack in Orissa, an effectual 
blow would be struck against the Rajali of Berar’s re- 
sources, the only maritime territory of the Mar- 
, hattas, on the eastern side of the peninsula of India, 
would be secured from all intercourse with the 
French, a valuable addition would be made to our 
rQvenuc, and a strong barrier added to the frontier 
of Bengal against predatory incursion ; the inter- 
course Between Bengal and the territories of Fort 
St. George would also be protected from inter* 
ruption. The seizure of Scindiah’s ports in Guzerat 
would leave no possession on the sea coast of the 
western side of the peninsula to the Marhattas, ex- 
cepting that occupied by our allies the Peishwah and 
the Guikwar, and the confined territories of Angria, 
and other piratical states, through which the commu- 
nication with Scindiah’s territories is nearly impracti- 
cable. 

The operations on the north west frontier of Oude, 
under the immediate direction of General Lake, em- 
braced a most important branch of the war ; namely, 
— First, The destruction of the power of the French 
adventurers, established on the banks of the Jumna 
under Monsieur Perron. Secondly, The extension of 
the British frontier to the Jumna, with the possession 
of Agra, Delhi, and a sufficient chain of posts on the 
right bank of the Jumna, for the protection of the na- 
vigation of that river. Thirdly, The protection of 
the person, of the emperor Shah Allum. Fourthly, 
Jhe establishment of an efficient system of alliance 
with the petty states, beyond the right bank of the 
Jumna from Jeynagur to the province of Bundcl- 
H 2 cijnd 
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cund*. Fifthly, the annexation of Bundelcund to 
the Company’s dominions, by which annexation great 
additional security would be derived to the rich pro- 
vince and city of Benares, and an effectual cheek op- 
posed to whatever power might remain to the Rajah 
of Berar, or to any other Marhatta chief in that 
quarter. 

The result of this plan of operations on the north 
west frontier of Oude, would destroy the influence of 
the French, and of the Marhattas, in the northern 
distristS of Hindostan, and would enable the British 
government to commence the foundation of such an 
intercourse with the Seiks, and the tribes inhabiting 
the Punjab, and the banks of the river Attock, as 
might furnish sufficient means of frustrating any at- 
tempt of an invading enemy from the western side of 
the Indus. 

In addition* to these advantages, it was highly im- 
portant to protect the person and nominal authority 
of the Moghul against the designs of France. The 
person and authority of that unhappy monarch were 
treated by the Marhattas and by the French with 
the most barbarous indignity and violence, and it ap- 
peared honourable to the reputation of the British 
name to afford a secure, respectable, and tranquil asy- 
lum to the fallen dignity and declining age of the 
Emperor of Hindostan. it was also necessary to ex- 
tend fhe protection of the British government to his 
Majesty's heir apparent, and to any of the royal family 
who might otherwise fall into the hands of French 
adventurers, and under the direction of French 
agents, might become a powerful aid to the cause of 
France in India. 

By the most accurate aacounts which have been 
received on the subject of the forces of the enemy, 

* This province is situated to the S. W. of the Jumna rivejr, 
about the 24th and 25th degrees of north latitude. 

it 
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it appears, that towards the close of the month of 
July, the troops opposed* to Major General Welles- 
ley, under the immediate command of Scindiah and 
of the RajSh of Berar in the field, amounted to about 
38,500 cavalry, 10,500 regular infantry, 500 match- 
lock men, 500 rocket men, and igo pieces of ord- 
nance. Two brigades under Monsieur Dudcr- 
naigue and Major Brownrigg, amounting to twelve 
battalions, with a large train of artillery, had been 
ordered to Hindostan, and Monsieur Pol h man’s bri- 
gade Sad been directed to return to Boorhanpoor, 
leaving with Scindiah only eight battalions,* con- 
sisting of about 4500 men; the Rajah, of Berar’s 
infantry amounted to 6000 men. These forces 
were posted at Julgong, a place at the foot of the 
Adjuntce Ghaut, in the Dckan ; in addition to the 
troops already stated, Scindiah had an advanced 
party of a few thousand horse dispersed through the 
Adjuntee hills. 

The force under the immediate command of Mon- 
sieur Perron, Seindiah’s general in the northern pro- 
vinces of Hindostan, amounted to about 10or 17,000 
regular and disciplined infantry, and a well-appointed 
and numerous train of artillery; together with a 
body of irregular troops, and from 1 5 to 20 000 
horse, which it was also expected would be cncreased 
by reinforcements of ^avalry from the country of 
the S.ciks, and from the Rajahs and petty chiefs on 
the right bank of the Jumna river, who were tribu- 
tary to, or in alliance with Monsieur Perron. 

The head quarters of Monsieur Perron’s force 
were established near Cool, in a commanding situa- 
tion on the frontier of our possessions, and on the 
most vulnerable point of our extensive empire. 

The local situation of Scindiah’s territories, and 

* Four Battalions under Monsieur 1 Dupont, and four be- 
longing to Begum Sumroo., 
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the nature of his military force in Hindostan, would 
always have constituted a serious danger to the 
British interests. Part of those territories was si- 
tuated between the Jumna and the Ganges; they 
interrupted our line of defence in that quarter, and 
some of Scindiab’s principal posts were introduced 
into the center of our dominions, while the pos- 
session of Agra, Delhi, and of the right bank of the 
Jumna, enabled that chieftain to command nearly 
the whole line of our north-western frontier. 

Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have 
proved in the event of any accession to his strength 
by a connection with France, or with any enemy to 
the British interest, a danger more urgent had 
grown out of the decline of Scindiah’s local autho- 
rity in Hindostan, in the establishment of a regular 
corps of infantry, under the command of European 
officers, supported by funds derivable almost exclu- 
sively from the territorial possessions of Scindiah, 
situated between the Jumna, Ganges, and the moun- 
tains of Cumaon. 

A considerable portion of this territory was as- 
signed to Monsieur Perron, who bad formed it into 
an independent state, of which Scindiah’s regular 
infantry might justly be termed the national army. 
The inhabitants of this territory considered Mon- 
sieur Perron as their immediate sovereign,' while the 
troops, supported by the revenues of the country, 
regarded Monsieur Perron as the immediate execu- 
tive authority, from which the army was to receive 
orders, subsistence and pay. 

Possessed of such means,' Monsieur Perron dic- 
tated with the authority of a sovereign state of su- 
perior rank, and with the vigour of efficient military 
power, to the petty states occupying the countries 
on the right bank of the Jumna, and by the terror of 
his name and arms, held in abject submission ihe 
Rajepoot states of Jeynagur and Joudporc, together 
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with the Jauts, and the state of Gohud, extending 
his influence even to Buldencund, and to the coun- 
try occupied by the Seik-s. 

Under fhe influence of a succession of French ad- 
venturers, the British government must have been ex- 
posed to'every intrigue of the French in India, and 
even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the person 
who now rules the French nation ; nor could an in- 
strument of destruction more skilfully adapted to 
wound the heart of the British empire in India, have 
been presented to the vindictive hand of the Chief 
Consul of France. 

This French state actually held possession of the 
person and nominal authority of the Moghul, main- 
tained the most efficient army of regular infantry, 
and the most powerful artillery then existing in In- 
dia, (with the exception of his Majesty’s arid the 
Company’s troops,) and exercised a considerable in- 
fluence over the neighbouring states, from the banks 
of the Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the 
Ganges. Under any circumstances of an intimate 
connection between Scindiah and the British Go- 
vernment, even in the event of that chieftain’s acces- 
sion to the treaty of Bassein, and to the general de- 
fensive alliance with the Company, the Nizam, and 
the Peishwah, it is impossible to suppose, that this 
French state would have co-operated with cordiality 
in support of the British interests. 

In the event of an attack from France upon the 
British dominions in India, it could not be expected, 
that a French state, erected under the nominal and 
ostensible auspices of Scindiah in Hindostan, would 
have afforded any substantial aid to the ally of the 
British power, in a contest against France, even if 
that ally should have been disposed to have- assisted 
us in such a crisis. 

Oil the other hand, no doubt existed, that Scindiah 
would always receive the most zealous aid from the 

same 
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same state in any attempt which he might make, 
either for the reduction of the British, or for the ag- 
grandizement of the French power in India. 

The safety of the British dominions, in India, 
either with reference to a contest with Seindiah, to a 
renewal of war with France, or to both these con- 
tingencies, required therefore the reduction of Mon- 
sieur Perron's power, and it became the duty of the 
British Government to be prepared to assume the 
protection of its own territories, and to remove with 
its own hand, the proximate cause of insecurity 
and alarm. 

The existence of Monsieur Perron’s power was 
not, however, the cause of the present war in India ; 
although in the event of a continuance of the war 
with France, it might have proved highly dangerous 
to the British interests, and must have occasioned 
discussions with Seindiah. The causes of the war 
with Seindiah were confined to the military move- 
ments, and to the hostile language and conduct of 
that chief and of his allies. The destruction of Mon- 
sieur Perron’s force necessarily became a primary 
object of the war, commenced on distinct grounds 
of complaint against Seindiah. 

The forces assembled in different quarters of In- 
dia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the Go- 
vernor General’s comprehensive plan of operations 
against the confederate Marhatta chieftains, amount- 
ed to about 54, Q] 8 men, exclusive of pioneers, gun 
Jascars, and persons' attached to the store and ord- 
nance departments. 

The army under the personal command of General 
Lake, consisted of three regiments of European, and 
five regiments of native cavalry, about two hundred 
European artillery, one regiment of European, and 
eleven battalions of native infantry, amounting alto- 
gether to about 10,500 men. The disposition of 

this 



( V ) 


this force towards the commencement of the month 
of August 1803, is exhibited in the order of battle 
which is, annexed to these notes. It is necessary, 
however, to observe, that of this force, his Majesty’s 
8th regiment of dragoons, the 6th regiment of native 
cavalry, and the 2d brigade of native infantry had 
not yet joined the army. The 2d brigade and 6th 
regiment of native cavalry were at Anopsheer, and 
the 8th regiment of dragoons had only at this period 
received its horses from the Nawaub Vizier, and was 
not yet prepared to move from Cavvnpore. 

In addition to this force, about 3500 men were 
assembled near Allahabad for the purpose of invad- 
ing the province of Bundelcund, and ^bout 2000 
men were collected at Mirzapoor to cover the pro- 
vince and city of Benares, as well as to guard the 
passes in that quarter. Measures * were also adopted 
for the defence of the whole line of the frontier from 
Mirzapoor to Midi);? poor. 

The troops under the immediate command of 
Major General Wellesley on the Dekan amounted to 
1 6,823 men, exclusive of which a force was left at 
Poonah, consisting of a detachment of his Majesty’s 
8dth regiment, and 10S5 Sepoys, which were deem- 
ed fully sufficient, in conjunction with such troops as 
the Peishwali himself had at Poonah, to afford com- 
plete protection to his Highness, and to repell any 
attack which might he made upon that city. 

The force assembled for the invasion of the pro- 
vince of Cuttack amounted to 5216 men. 

It has already been stated, that the main body of 
the army of Fort St. George had been assembled at 

* li has appeared unnecessary to state in thi9 place the detail* 
of these measures, as it would be difficult to^exhibit in a short 
compass, the number and disposition of the troops employed on 
this service. It will be sufficient to observe, that every arrange- 
ment was adopted which could ensure the complete attainment 
of the important objects proposed to he derived from a compre- 
hensive and efficient system of defence. 

I JJurryhifc 
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Hurryhur on the north western frontier of Mysore, 
under the personal command of Lieutenant General 
Stuart. A part of this army had been, detached to 
Poonah under the command of Major General Wel- 
lesley in the month of March 1803. Political consi- 
derations of importance, combined with advantages in 
a military point of view, had induced General Stuart, 
at the suggestion of Major General Wellesley, to 
move with the remainder towards the end of the 
month of May, to Moodgul, a town situated in the 
Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, about 
fourteen marches from Hyderabad. This position 
was admirably well calculated to a fiord protection to 
the Nizam’s dominions, to overawe the southern 
Marhatta Jagheerdars, and to cover the Company’s 
territories by enabling General Stuart to interrupt 
with more facility, the march of any body of troops 
that might attempt to penetrate into them. The 
force* at Moodgul amounted to three companies of 
European artillery, one regiment of European and 
two regiments of native cavalry, three corps of 
European infantry, and five battalions of Sepoys, 
with a large train of artillery, and a proportion 
of gun lascars and pioneers, amounting to ?82(j 
fighting men, The Devvan and minister of Mysore 
with a confiderable force, encamped on the frontier 
of Mysore in the rear of General Stuart, and by 
his position, afforded additional protection to that 
country. In conformity to instructions for that pur- 
pose from the Governor General, Lieutenant Genc- 

* The Force under Lieutenant General Stuart at Moodgul. 
Kuropean Cavalry, - - 4-31 

Native ditto, ... 84-G 

European Infantry, 

Five companies of the S3d regiment, the 73d 
regiment and seven companies of the 80th 
regiment, - - ' 1529 

European artillery, - - 251 

Native Infantry, - - 4769 

* % _ j 

$$ Oscars, and 620 Madras Pioneers. 7826 
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nil Stuart detached on the 29th of March to Hyde- 
rabad two battalions of Sepoys under the command 
of Major Irton, for the purpose of securing tranquil- 
lity in that capital, in the event of the demise of the 
Nizam, which at that period of time, was rendered 
extremely probable, from the declining state of his 
Highness’s health. 

Circumstances connected with the arrival of a 
French armament in India, and the probability'of a re- 
newal of the war with France, rendered an alteration 
in the strength and disposition of the force at Mood- 
gul advisable, and induced Lieutenant General Stuart 
to return to the presidency of Fort St. George. 

The 73d regiment and a battalion of Sepoys, were 
inconsequence directed, about the beginning of the 
month of August, to proceed to the Carnatic, and the 
remainder of the army, with the exception of two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, which at different periods in the 
month of July were detached for the purpose of join- 
ing the troops under the command of Major General 
Wellesley, with considerable supplies of treasure, 
bullocks and grain, was left atMoodgul, under the 
orders of Major General Campbell, who was directed 
by Lieutenant General Stuart to detach the force, 
under his command, for a part of it,) to join the 
troops in advance, or to Hyderabad, on receiving a 
requisition to that effect from Major General W el- 
lcsley, or from Major Kirkpatrick, the Resident at the 
court of the Nizam. 

The corps dc reserve* under Major General 
Campbell, consisted of one regiment ot European, 


* Corps de reserve at Moodgul. 

Europ. 

Nat. 

Tot. 

Cavalry — 2.5th Dragoons, 1st and 2d re-' 
giments native cavalry - . 

Infantry — Five Companies of the 33d, and 
seven companies of the 80th 

j- 431 


1277 

regiment, 

823 

1935 

27 55 


About 

40.v> 


With a proportion of artillery and pioneers, 
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and two regiments of native cavalry, a proportion of 
European artillerymen, two corps of European and 
two battalions of native infantry, with a party of pio- 
neers, amounting to about 1277 cavalry, S20 Euro- 
pean, and 1935 native infantry, exclusive of artillery 
and pioneers. 

In addition to the troops under the command of 
Major General Wellesley, and those stationed at 
Hyderabad, Poonah, and Moodgul, there was a 
Force* in Guzerat, and in the town and dependen- 
cies of Surat, amounting to 2913 Europeans, and 
4100 natives, in all 7352 men. With a view to 
afford ample security to the valuable and important 
province of Guzerat, and at the same time to have 
a disposable force, that it might eventually be em- 
ployed in adlive operations against the enemy, Ma* 
jor General Wellcssley (after providing garrisons for 
Surat, Brodera, Cambay, Karcab, Songhur, Pur- 
neerah, and eventually for Baroach,) divided the 
remainder of the force in Guzerat, amounting tof 

* Force in Guzerat. v 

Artillery, - European 188 — Nat. 359 

Infantry — His Majesty’s 61 st regiment 1 54 
63th - 763 

75th - 573 

84th - 272 

86th - 815 

88th - 148 


Native Infantry, - . . „ 4100 


2913 4439 

7352 

f Abstract. 

Artillery, European, . - 99 

Infantry,— His Majesty’s 65th regiment 763 
86th - 815 

Native Infantry • 2504 


1677 

2604 


Total mi 
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428 f men, into two detachments, of which one 
amounting to 2137* men was stationed in front of 
Brodera, (the residence of the Guikwar,) to the 
northward of the Nerbudda river. The other de- 
tachmentf consisting of 20g4 men, was directed to 
occupy a position south oftheTaptcc river, between 
Songhur and Surat ; two six-pounders were attached 
to each corps, and each of the detachments was or- 
dered to be completed with two twelve-pounders, 
and two five-and-half-inch howitzers. The whole 
of the force in Guzerat was, at the reommendation 
of Major General Wellesley, placed underthe orders 
of Colonel Murray of his Majefty’s 84th regiment. 

From these details it appears, that the total num- 
ber of British troops including garrisons in Guzerat 
and at Surat, (307 1 men) prepared at the commence- 
ment of the month of August, to support the ar- 
rangements concluded with the Peishwah, amounted 
to 54,() J 8): men, of this number about 10,500 men 

* Artillery - - 50 ' " 

His Majesty’s 86th regiment 815 
Two battalions of Sepoys - It j'2 

2187 

f Artillery - - 49 

His Majesty’s 65th regiment 70S 
Two battalions of sepoys - 1282 

2094 

t Abstract ot the forces prepared at the commencement of 
of August 1803. 

In Hindostan, under the personal command of 

the commander in chief, General Lake, . 10,500 

At Allahabad, and Mirzapoor, - : 5500 

In the Dekan, under the immediate personal 

command of General Wellesley, 8903 

Subsidiary force under Colonel Steveiison, 7920 

; 16,823 

At Hyderabad, . 19^7 

At Poonah, - I5v>8 

At Moodgul, - 4032 

On the march from Moodgul, - 1990 

Field force, in Guzerat, - - - . 42S1 

Garrisons at ditto, and at Surat, - - 3* '7 1 

For the invasion of Cuttack, - - . 

Total, exclusive of gun lascars, pioneers, artificers \ 

and store lascars,) J 51/jlS 
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were assembled in the provinces lately ceded by the 
Navvaub Vizier to the Company, under the personal 
command of the commander in chief General Lake; 
about 5500 men were prepared to invad,e the pro* 
vince of Bundelcund, and to cover the province and 
city of Benares, 5216 men were assembled for the 
invasion of the province of Cuttack, 4281 men 
were stationed as afield force in Guzerat, 16,823 
men were under the immediate command of Ma- 
jor General Wellesley, and destined for active ope-* 
rations against the confederated chieftains, 1 997 
men were stationed at Hyderabad to ensure the tram 
quillity of that city, and the regular succession to 
the Musnud on the contingency of the Nizam’s 
death, 1 5p8 remained at Poonah for the protection 
of that capital, and of the person of the Peishwah ; 
1900 were on their march from Moodgul, to join 
the troops under Major General Wellesley, and 
4032 men occupied a favourable position in the 
Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, under 
the command of M.Jor General Campbell. 

It may be proper to state, in this place, that the 
expected death of his highness the Nizam took 
place at Hyderabad, on the 6th of August 1803. 
His highness’s eldest son Mirza Secundcr Jah, was 
immediately proclaimed successor to the Soubah- 
darry of the Dekan. On the 7 th of August, Mirza 
Secunder Jah took his scat on the Musnud, to 
which he was conducted by the resident at Hy- 
derabad, and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of 
his late Highness’s Prime Minifler, Azim-ul-Omra, 
and received the congratulatory presents of all the 
principal officers of his government at Hyderabad. 

The event of the late Nizam’s death' did not oc- 
casion any interruption of the public tranquillity, 
and the accession of Mirza Secundcr Jah was gene- 
rally acknowledged by the younger sons of his late 
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Highness, and by all the officers and subjects of his 
Highness’s government. 

The preservation of tranquillity at Hyderabad at 
that important crisis, must be ascribed principally to 
the position of the British armies under the com- 
mand of Major General Wellesley and Colonel Ste- 
venson, and of the corps de reserve stationed at 
Moodgul, for the purpose of eventually proceeding 
to Hyderabad, if the situation of affairs at that ca- 
pital should render such a movement expedient or 
necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, and for 
securing the regular order of succession on the death 
of* the Nizam. 

The object of these notes will now be directed 
to the statement of the progress of the British arms, 
in the contest in which the British government of 
India has been unavoidably involved with the con- 
federate Marhatta chieftains. 

Major General Wellesley thought it proper, to- 
wards the close of the month of April to order Co- 
lonel Stevenson to collect the subsidiary force and the 
Nizam’s troops at Gardoon, and to march to the 
northward towards Aurungabad for the protection 
of that part of the Nizam’s frontier. 

The detachment under the command of Colonel 
Stevenson*, consisted of two companies of European 
artillery, one regimentof European infantry, two regi- 
ments of native cavalry, and six battalions of native 
infantry, with a fine train of artillery and a large body 
of the Nizam’s cavalry and disciplined infantry. 

* Abstract of the force under Colonel Stevenson, from the 
return of the 25th June, 1803. 

Native cavalry - - 90 O 

European artillery - - 120 

Ditto infantry, (his Majesty's Scotch brigade) 778* ' 
Native infantry - - eujj 

With 276 gun lascars, and 202 pioneers. 


7920 


With 
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* With a view to thescttlcment of thePeishwah’s terri- 
tories, and to await the issue of the negotiation with 
the confederate Marhatta chieftains, Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley marched from Poonah, with the main 
body of the forces under his command on the 4th of 
June, and on the J4th of the sam5 month, encamp- 
ed at Walkee, within a short distance of Ahmednug- 
gur, a strong fort belonging to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

* at the distance of about eighty miles from Poonah, 
The force* under the command of Major General 
Wellesley amounted to one regiment of European 
and three regiments of native cavalry, two companies 
of European artillery, two regiments of European, 
and six battalions of native infantry, with a consider* 
3ble train of artillery, a large proportion of artillery 
lascars, and native pioneers, and a body of 2400 horse 
furnished by the Rajah of Mysore. The army un- 
der General Wellesley was also accompanied by an 
inconsiderable proportion of the contingent of troops 
(about 3000 horse) which the Peishwah is required 
to furnish by the treaty of Bassein. There is no 
reason however to ascribe this deficiency to any want 
of inclination on the part of his Highness to adhere to 
the faith of his engagements with the British govern- 
ment. The Peishwah’s contingent, and the Rajah 
of Mysore’s cavalry occupied a position at Sargarec, 
about twenty miles south-east of Ahmednuggur. 

Major General Wellesley received intelligence of 
the issue of the British Resident’s negotiation with 

* Force undei* Major General Wellesley. 

Cavalry— His Majesty’s 19th Dra -1 European. Native. Total. 

goons, and the 4th, 5th, and 7th > 

' regts. native cavalry - - \ 334 , 

Artillery 

Infantry— His Majesty’s 74th and 78th 
regt. and six battalions of Sepoys, 1358 

With 357 artillery lascars, and 653 Madras pioneers' 


1347 

mi 

T Ofn 1 


1731 

172 

6999 


Scindiah 



Scindia and the Rajah of Berar on the 6th of August 
1803, but was prevented from moving by a very heavy 
fall of rain which lasted for three days, and which 
had rendered the road from Walkee to Ahmednug- 
gur totally impassable. The weather cleared up how- 
ever on the 7th, and on the 8th of August, Major 
General Wellesley commenced his march towards 
the fortress of Ahmednuggur, the fortified town of 
which was, on the morning of the same day, attacked 
and carried by escalade. On arriving within a short 
distance of the fortress, three parties were immediate- 
ly formed for the purpose of assaulting the fortified 
town. The party on the left commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Harness, as brigadier of the day, con- 
sisted of two flank companies of his Majesty’s 78th 
regiment, and the advanced piccjuets ; the centre at- 
tack was composed of eight companies of the 74 th 
regiment with some Sepoys, under the orders of Lieu- 
teaant Colonel Wallace ; and the party on the right 
was commanded by Captain Vesey, who had under 
his orders, the two flank companies of the 74th and 
the 1 st battalion of the 3 d regiment native infantry; 

The attack under Captain Vesey succeeded with- 
out difficulty, but the scaling ladders of the party 
on the left, under Lieutenant Colonel Harness, were 
placed against a part of the wall which had no ram- 
part, and the troops were fired upon from the inside 
of the town as soon as they had reached the top of 
the ladders, without the possibility of descending into 
the town, to charge the enemy ; Colonel Harness 
finding that he could not obtain a footing on the 
wall, drew off his party, and entered the town at ano- 
ther point. In the mean time, the centre attack un- 
der Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, had moved on and 
placed the ladders against a bastion which they car- 
ried with great ease. The enemy made some resis- 
tance in the streets, and a party of Arabs actually 
charged the grenadiers of the 78th ; they were instant- 

K ly 
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]y repulsed, and put to flight, anc} the town was soon 
afterwards evacuated by the enemy, who had suffer- 
ed some loss. On the 10th of August batteries were 
opened against the fort, which surrendered bn the 12th 
of the same month. The official details of this optv 
ration are so complete, that it will^e sufficient to re- 
fer to the printed copy of Major General Wellesley’s 
dispatch of the 12th of August to the Governor Ge- 
neral, which is annexed to these notes. 

The possession of this fortress is of peculiar import-*, 
anceto the prosecution of our military operations, by 
securing the communication with Poonah, and by 
affording a depot for supplies of provisions and military 
stores. Major General Wellesley immediately after 
the capture of the fort, proceeded to take possession 
of all the districts dependent on Ahmednuggur, 
yielding an estimated annual revenue of 6,34,000 
rupees. These districts were placed under tho 
temporary management and authority of a British 
Officer. 

A respectable garrison was also stationed in Ah- 
mednuggur, and every other arrangement being com- 
pleted, Major Gen. Wellesley moved to the Godavery 
river, which he crossed with the whole of his army by 
the 24th of August. 

On the 29th of August, Major General Wellesley 
arrived at Aurungabad. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar had on the 24th of August, en- 
tered the territories of the Nizam by the Ghaut of 
Adjuntee, with a large body of horse. They passed 
between Colonel Stevenson’s corps, (which had 
moved to the eastward towards the Badowley Ghaut) 
and Aurungabad, and reached Jalnapoor, a small 
fort, the capital of a district of the same name, about 
forty miles east from Aurangabad ; as soon as the 
enemy heard of Major General Wellesley’s arrival at 
Aurungabad, they moved to the southward and east-, 
ward, with an intention, (as it was reported,) to cross 
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the Godavery, and march upon Hyderabad. Major 
General Wellesley immediately marched to the banks 
of that river, and continued to move to the eastward 
along its left bank. The river, at that period of 
time, was fordable in every part, which is a circum- 
stance that was never before known to have happened 
at that season of the year. 

This movement checked the enemy’s operations to 
the southward, and they immediately returned to 
the northward of Jalnapoor. It also affoided com- 
plete protection to two important convoys of grain 
and treasure, which had been detached by Lieutenant 
General Stuart from Moodgul, and of which, the last 
convoy, under Major Hill, joined Major General 
Wellesley’s force on the 18th of September. 

Colonel Stevenson returned from the c^tward on 
the 1st of September, and on the 2d, attacked and 
carried the fort of Jalnapoor. While General Wel- 
lesley was engaged in covering the advance of his 
convoys, and in preventing the enemy from crossing 
the Godavery river, Colonel Stevenson made several 
attempts to bring the con ederates to action. He 
was successful in the night of the yth of September in 
surprizing their camp, but the nature of the attack 
makes it impossible to know the exact amount of 
the loss which the enemy sustained on that oc- 
casion. 

During their incursion towards the Godavery river, 
the enemy’s irregular horse occasioned little injury to 
the Nizam’s territories, and in many places they 
were defeated by the common Peons * ItatioiK J 
in the different villages which they attacked. — 
Finding that this mode warfare, was not attended with 
success, the confederate chieftains dcteimncd to 
change their plan of operatons, and moved to tbo 
northward, near the Adjurtee pass, where they \\t .0 

* Peonty irregular infantrv of the worst kind, generally em- 
ployed in the collect ion 0 1 the leveuue. 

K 2 juried 
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joined by a detachment of regular infantry (under 
the command of Monsieur Polhman, and Monsieur 
Dupont,) consisting of sixteen battalions *, with a 
large and well equipped train of artHIcry. The 
whole of the enemy’s army was collected about 
Bokerdun, and between that place and Jaffierabad. 

On the 2 1 st of September, the two corps under the 
command of Major General Wellesley, and Colonel 
Stevenson, met at Budnapoor ; and it was deter- 
mined that the two divisions should move separately 
towards the enemy, and attack them on the morning 
of the 24th. The disposition which the confederates 
had hitherto manifested to avoid an action, and the 
necessity of making a vigorous effort against their 
main force, afforded no other means of effecting these 
important objects, than the plan adopted on this oc- 
casion by Major General Wellesley. With this 
vtew, the other two divisions marched on the 22d, 
Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and Major 
General Wellesley by the eastern route round the 
hills between Budnapoor and Julna. 

The division under Major Gen. Wellesley marched 
to Paugy on the 22d September, and on the 23d to 
Naulnair, at which place intelligence was received 
that the combined armies of Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar, were encamped at the distance of about six 
miles from the ground on which General Wellesley 
had intended to encamp. 

General Wellesley immediately determined to at- 

* Monsieur Pohlman’s brigade 6000 \ Ordered btclc towards the 
Monsieur Dupont’s - 2«oj 

had already passed the Tap- 
tee on their way to that 
place, when the whole bri- 
gade received orders to re- 
turn and join Scindiah’* 
camp. v 

4 Battalionsbclonging to Begum 
Sumroo - - - 2000 

Total infantry, exclusive of ar- 
tillerymen, and of the Ra- - 
' jah of Berar’s infantry - 10,400 
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tack the enemy, instead of waiting until the morn- 
ing of the 24th, for the arrival of Colonel Stevenson. 
If General Wellesley had not adopted this judicious 
and spirited resolution, the enemy would probably 
have harassed him during the whole day of the 23d, 
and as he could afford no other security to the bag- 
gage of his army, than the entrenchments which he 
might be enabled to construct, it must have been ex- 
posed to loss, if he had waited until the 24th ; at all 
events he would have been obliged to leave more than 
one battalion for the protection of the baggage. By at- 
tacking on the 23d, the enemy would be kept in ig- 
norance respecting the position of the baggage of our 
army : and in addition to these circumstances, there 
was every reason to believe that the enemy would 
learn that Colonel Stevenson was on his march to at- 
tack them on the 24th, in which case, it was ex- 
tremely probable that they would withdraw their guns 
and infantry in the course of the night of the 23d, 
in order that they might avoid the combined attack of 
the British armies on the 24th. The. immediate at- 
tack of the enemy therefore was a measure of pru- 
dence as well as of courage. 

Having provided for the security of his baggage 
and stores, which were left at Naulnair, under the 
protection of a battalion of Sepoys and four hundred 
men, taken from the native corps, General Wellesley 
moved on towards the army of the confederates, 
which he found encamped between and along the 
course of two rivers, the Kaitna and the Juah, to- 
wards their junction. Their line extended east and 
west along the north bank of the Kaitna river, the 
banks of which are high and rocky, and are im- 
passable for the guns, excepting at places close to the 
villages. 

The right of the enemy, which consisted entirely 
<3f cavalry was pasted in the vicinity ofBokerdun, and 
extend^4 J( to their line of infantry, which was en- 
camped 
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ramped in the neighbourhood of the fortified village 
of Assye. The British army had marched fourteen 
miles to Naulnair, and the distance from that place 
to the enemy's camp being six miles, it was one 
o’clock in the afternoon before the British troops 
came in sight of the combined army of the con- 
federates. 

Although Major General Wellesley arrived in front 
of the right of the enemy, he determined to attack 
their left, where the guns and infantry were posted ; 
and accordingly marched round to their left flank, 
covering the march of the column of British infantry, 
by the British cavalry in the rear, and by the Mar- 
hatta (the Pcishwah’s) and Mysore cavalry on the 
right flank. 

The British troops passed the river Kaitnaata ford 
beyond the enemy’s left flank, near the village ofPc- 
pulgaon. Major General Wellesley formed the in- 
fantry in two lines with the British cavalry as a re- 
serve in a third, in an open space between the 
Kaitna and the Juah rivers which run nearly paral- 
lel. The Peish wall’s and the Mysore cavalry,* oc- 
cupied the ground beyond, or to the southward of 
the Kaitna river on the left flank of the British 
troops, and kept in check a large body of the ene- 
my’s cavalry, which had followed General Wellesley’s 
route from the right of their own position. The 
first line of Major General Wellesley’s infantry con- 
sisted of the advanced picqucts to the right, two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, and his Majesty’s 78th regiment? 

* This corps lias performed all the duties of light troops 
with General Wellesley’s army since its march from Mysore in 
March 1803, (during which time they were frequently engaged 
with the enemy,) with a degree of alacrity and zeal, which has 
seldom been displayed by troops of this description. To the 
credit of the government of Mysore, this body of cavalry is as 
regularly paid as the British troops. The Peishwah’s troops 
have also conducted themselves in a manner to merit approba- 
tion. 
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the second, of his Majesty’s 74th regiment and two 
battalions of Sepoys ; and the third, of his Majesty’s 
39 th dragoons with three regiments of native ca- 
valry. 

The number of British troops engaged, appears to 
have amounted to about 1200 cavalry, European and 
native, i300 European infantry and artillery, and 
2000 sepoys, in all about 4500 men. The force of 
the enemy consisted of sixteen regular battalions of 
infantry * (amounting to 10,500 men) commanded 
by European officers, a well equipped train of artil- 
lery exceeding in number one hundred guns, and 
some very large bodies of horse, consisting it is 
stated, (and as it would appear from a reference to 
the statement of the forces of the confederates as 
they stood at the commencement of the month of 
August,) of between 30 and 40,000 men. 

The enemy commenced a cannonade (but with 
little effect) as the British troops advanced to the 
Kaitna river, and having discovered General WeU 
lesley’s intention to attack their left, changed the po- 
sition of their infantry and guns, which no longer 
(as at first) was along the north bank of the Kaicna 
river, but extended from that river, across to the vil- 
large of Assye upon the Juah river which was upon 
the right of the British army. A second line was 
formed nearly at right-angles to the rear of the ene- 
my’s first line, with its left towards the village of 
Assye, and its rear to the Juah river, along the bank 
of which it extended in a westerly direction from the 
village of Assye. General Wellesley immediately 
attacked the enemy, and the British troops advanced 
under a very severe fire fiom the enemy’s cannon, y 
the execution of which was terrible. The British 
artillery had opened upon the enemy at the distance 

* The Rajah of Bernr’s infantry, and Scindiuh’s irregular in- 
fantry are not included in this number. 

of 
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of four hundred yards, but General Wellesley find- 
ing that it produced little effect on the enemy’s power- 
ful and extensive line of infantry and guns, and that 
his guns could not advance on account of the num- 
ber of men and bullocks which had been disabled, 
ordered his artillery to be left behind, and the whole 
line to move on ; at the same time Major General 
Wellesley directed Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, 
with the British cavalry, to take care of the right of 
the infantry as the line advance^ towards the enemy, 
who were soon compelled (notwithstanding their tre- 
mendous cannonade), to tall back upon the second 
line in front of the Juah river. The picqucts of the 
infantry and the 74th regiment, which were on the 
right of General Wellesley’s first and second lines, 
suffered particularly, from the fire of the guns on 
the left of the enemy’s position near Assye. The 
74th regiment was so thinned by the enemy's can- 
nonade, that a body of the enemy’s cavalry, was en- 
couraged to charge it, at the moment when the regi- 
ment was most exposed to this fire, but the enemy 
were charged in turn by the British cavalry, who had 
been directed to protect the right of General VVelles- 
ley’s line, and who drove the enemy with great 
slaughter into the Juah river. At length, the ene- 
my’s line, overawed by the steady advance of the 
British troops, gave way in every direction, and the 
British cavalry, who had crossed to the northward of 
the Juah river, cut in among their broken infantry, 
and charged the fugitives along the bank of the 
river with the greatest effect. General Wellesley’s 
force wis not equal in numbers to the duty of secur- 
ing all his advantages in the heat of the action, and 
many of the enemy’s guns, which had been left in 
his rear, were turned again upon the British troops 
by individuals, who having thrown themselves upon* 
the ground near the enemy’s guns, had been passed 
by the British line under the supposition that they 

were 
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were dead, and who availed themselves of this arti- 
fice (which is often practised by the troops compos- 
ing the armies of native powers in India), to con- 
tinue for %ome time a very heavy fire. 

Some of the enemy’s corps, however, went off in 
good order, and Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell was 
killed in charging with the British cavalry, (who had 
recrossed the Juah river), a body of infantry which 
had retired, and was again formed. Some time 
elapsed before the fire which the enemy kept up 
from the guns which they had manned in the rear of 
tfie British line, could be stopped, and General Wel- 
dcsley was himself obliged to take the 78th regiment, 
and the 7th regiment native cavalry to effect this 
object. In the course of this operation the General's 
horse was shot under him: The enemy’s cavalry 
also, which had been hovering round the British 
troops throughout the action, still continued near 
General Wellesley’s line. In a short time, however, 
the body of the enemy’s infantry which had formed 
again, and had been charged by the British cavalry, 
gave way ; and General Wellesley, having compelled 
the parties of the enemy in die rear of the line, to 
abandon the gun* which they had seized and turned 
against the British troops, the victory was decided, 
and the enemy retreated, leaving twelve hundred 
jnen dead on the field of battle, the whole country 
covered with their wounded, and in the posession of 
the British tr©ops, ninety-eight pieces of cannon, 
seven standards, their camp equipage, a great num- 
ber o( bullocks and camels, and a large quantity of 
military stores and ammunition. 

During this severe and brilliant action, the con- 
duct of Major General Wellesley united a degree of 
ability, prudence, and of dauntless spirit, seldom 
equalled and never surpassed. It is impossible to 
Pesto^ny commendation superior to the skill, mag- 
nanimity, promptitude and judgment displayed by 

L Major 
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Major General Wellesley on this memorable occa- 
sion , nor can any instance be adduced from the an- 
nals of our military glory, of more exemplary order, 
firmness, discipline, and alacrity, than was rfianifested 
by the British troops in every stage of the arduous 
contest which preceded the splendid victory of Assye.. 
The whole line, led by General Wellesley in person* 
advanced to the charge with the greatest bravery 
and steadiness, without its guns, against a most se- 
vere and destructive fire of round and grape, until 
within a very short distance of the enemy ; whom 
the British troops compelled, (notwithstanding their 
superior numbers,) at the point of the bayonet, to 
abandon their guns, and to relinquish the field of 
battle, which Scindiah’s infantry had maintained with 
much obstinacy for more than three hours. Several 
officers in General Wellesley’s army who have served 
during the late campaigns on the Continent of Eu- 
rope, have declared, that it is no disparagement to 
the French artillery to say, that cannon were never 
better served than by the enemy at Assye on the 23d 
of September ; but notwithstanding this circum- 
stance, and the appearance of large bodies of the 
enemy's cavalry, who several times manifested a dis- 
position to charge General Wellesley’s line, the Bri- 
tish troops, animated by the gallant spirit of their 
General, and emulating the noble example of his zeal 
and courage, exhibited a degree of resolution, firm- 
ness, and discipline, which completely overawed the 
enemy’s cavalry and infantry, and forced them both 
to retire with the loss of 1200 men killed in the 
field of battle, besides a vast number of wounded 
scattered over the country in the vicinity of the field 
of battle. It is reported that Scindiah’s principal 
minister received a wound in the action, of which he 
afterwards died, and an European officer (apparently 
of rank) was also cut down, and afterwards found 
dead on the field of battle. 

. The 
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The loss sustained by the British troops in this glo- 
rious .and decisive action was very severe, and (as 
well as the number and description of the ordnance 
taken from the enemy) is exhibited in Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley's o(ficia) dispatch, which (together 
with the general orders issued by the Governor Ge- 
nerali n council, on this memorable occasion) forms 
a number in the appendix to these no[a< 

Colonel Stevenson, with the corps under his com- 
mand, joined Major General Wellesley on the even- 
ing of the 24 1 h, and was immediately detached in 
pursuit of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson had ex- 
perienced several impediments which prevented his 
joining Major General Wellesley so soon as was ex- 
pected ; but no blame can be imputed to that gallant 
officer, whose conduct lias alwajsbccn distinguished 
by the greatest zeal, activity, and public spirit. 

On the 8th of October," Major General Wellesley 
received a letter from the camp of Scindiah, signed 
Ballajec Khoonjur*, one of Scindiah’s ministers, re- 
questing that Major General Wellesley would dispatch 
a British officer, togetherwith an officer of theSoubah 
of the Dekan, to the enemy’s camp, for the purpose 
of negotiating terms of peace between the allies and 
the confederate Marhatta chieftains. Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley refused to comply with the request 
of Ballajec Khoonjur: First, Because in the applica- 
tion of Ballajec Khoonjur, no reference was made to 
the authority either of Dovvlut Rao Scindiah, or the 
Rajah of Berar, and consequently, that it was not 
certain that the application proceeded from either of 
those chieftains, either or both of whom might here- 
after disavow the act of Ballajec Khoonjur; and se- 

* Brdlajee Khoonjur was originally dispatched by his High- 
ness the Peishwah from Bassein to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the 
purpose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the engage- 
ments concluded by the Peishwah and the British gbvernment, 
out with the accustomed versatility and treachery o? a Marhatta 
politician, Ballajee Khoonjur has subsequently attached himself 
to the service of Scindiah. 

L 2 condljv 
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condly, because the presence of a British officer in 
the enemy’s camp at that moment would have 
tended to raise the spirits of the enemy’s troops, and 
to prevent their dispersion, and would have' been re- 
presented by the enemy as an attempt on the part of 
the British government to sue for -peace; but signi- 
fied at the same time, his disposition to receive at 
the British camp, with every mark of honour and 
respect, any person, duly empowered by the direct 
authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of the Rajah 
of Berar, to propose terms of peace to the allied 
powers. 

The confederates having collected the remains of 
their broken army, and moved to the westward 
along the bank of the Taptec, probably with a view 
to proceed to the southward, by the road which 
leads by the Caserbary Ghaut and Ahmedr\uggui\ to 
Poona h, General Wellesley determined not to de- 
scend the Adjuntcc Ghaut with the division under 
bis immediate command, but to remain to the south- 
ward, and to regulate his movements by those of 
the enemy. Colonel Stevenson, however, was di- 
rected to continue his route to Boorhanpoor*, and 
there can be little doubt but that the fall ol that city, 
and of the strong and important hill fort of Assecrg- 
hur (which has been denominated the key of the 
Dekan,) will soon add another triumph to the British 
arms on the western side of India. 

While Major General Wellesley was employed in 
watching the movements and checking the inroads of 

* Authentic advices have since been received from the Resi- 
dent at Hyderabad, under date the bill of November, announc- 
ing the surrender of this city to the forces under the command 
of Colonel Stevenson on the Kith of October ; and the capitula- 
tion of the fort of Assecrghur, situated about twenty miles north 
east of Boorhanpoor, to Colonel Stevenson on the 2Jstof the 
same month. The garrison of Asseerghur, are prisoners of war. 
AVaqueel of high rank from Dowlut Rao Scindiah has also 
arrived in the camp of Major General Wellesley for the pur- 
pose of negotiating a peace. — Vide the official gazettes, in ap- 
pendix D. 
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the armies of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Bcrar, these chieftains received the most severe 
blows from the successes of the other divisions 
of the Brftish armies, employed in the operations 
against the provinces of Guzcrat, on the western, 
aful of Cuttack on the eastern side of India. 

In conformity to the plan of operations suggested 
to the government of Bombay by Major General 
Wellesley, under the orders of the Governor General, 
Lieutenant Colonel YVoodington, of the Bombay 
establishment, with a respectable detachment com- 
posed of his Majesty’s 8bth regiment, and a propor- 
tion of European artillery and native infantry, 
marched from Baroda on the '2 1st of August, and 
encamped within two miles of the fort of Baroach 
on the 23d. On the 24th, Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington moved on to Bargood, and found the 
enemy in front of the pettah ready to receive him. 
Thccncmy was soon compelled to retreat into the fort, 
and oil the following morning Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington attacked and took possession of the 
pettah, on the western face of the; fort of Baroach. 

The fort of Baroach was stormed and carried on 
lhc2()th of August, the day on which General Lake, 
on the north-west frontier of Oudc, (a direct distance 
of about six hundred miles,) attacked and compelled 
Monsieur Perron's forces to quit the Held of battle 
near Cod. 

The breach was reported to be practicable at one 
A. M. on the 2pth, hut Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington was induced to delay the assault until three 
o’clock P. M. not only that he might profit bv the 
assistance of the Fury gun-vessel and an armed boat, 
which it was expected would arrive in time to take 
their stations opposite to the fort, blit that it ap- 
peared to Colonel -Woodington, that the proposed 
time for the assault was a likely hour to find the 
enemy off their guard. The vessel and the armed 
boat, however^ did not arrive in time to afford any 

assistance 
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assistance. The storming party, consisting of 100 
Europeans and 200 natives, was led by Captain 
Richardson of his Majesty's 8()th regiment, .sup- 
ported by a second parly, amounting to one hun- 
dred and fifty Europeans, and two hundred and fifty 
natives under the command of Major Cuykr of the 
same regiment. The reserve under Captain Bethune 
of the Bombay establishment, was composed of one 
hundred Europeans and one hundred Sepoys. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
attack of the troops, but were soon compelled to 
retreat, and to abandon the fort, which was com- 
pletely carried with little loss on the part of the 
British troops. After Captain Richardson had ob- 
tained possession of the first gateway, Major Cuvier 
with the supposing party, pushed on so rapidly that 
he overtook a parly of Arabs before they could effect 
their escape out of the fort, and killed about two 
hundred in the attack. The enemy also lost 1 several 
horses during the attack on this party of Arabs, 
which was composed of cavalry and infantry. The 
casualties on the paj-t of the British troops during the 
siege of Baroach were not severe, and are detailed in 
the official gazette of the 3d of October, which is 
annexed to these notes. Together with the fort of 
Baroach, the Honourable Company obtained posses- 
sion of the district of that name, whith yields an 
estimated annual revenue of' eleven laes'of rupees. 

After the capture of Baroach, Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington* proceeded to reduce the ilistridf of 
Champaneer, which was the only territory remaining 
to Scindiah in the piovincc of Guzerat ; and after- 
wards attacked the fort of Povvanghur, a strongly for- 
tified hill, with the town of Champaneer attached, 
situated about twenty -five miles cast of Brodera, on 
the western confines of the province of Malwa. The 
town or pettah of Champaneer was attacked and 
cariied by assault with little loss on the pait of the 
British troops, and the fort was summoned to sur- 
render. 
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render. The Killabdar having refused to comply 
with the summons, preparations were immediately 
made for the attack of the fort, which was to have 
been stornfed on the J 7th of September, when the 
fort capitulated and was immediately occupied by the 
British troops. The operations of the army of Bom- 
bay in Guzerat, were all planned and executed with 
the greatest judgment, spirit, and courage. 

It has already been stated, that a principal object 
of the Governor General’s attention was directed to 
the formation of an arrangement for the occupation 
of the province of Cuttack. For this purpose, a 
part of the northern division of the army under 
the presidency of Fort St. George, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of his Majesty’s 7 . 3 th 
regiment, was ordered to be holden in readiness to 
proceed on that expedition from Ganjam ; and a de- 
tachment, consisting of two companies of his Ma- 
jesty’s 22d regiment, and a part of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, was dispatched from Fort William to rein- 
force the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Campbell’s 
command. The whole of that force consisted of five 
hundred and seventy-three Europeans of his Majes- 
ty s and the honourable Company’s troops, 2408 
sepoys, and a party of native cavalry consisting of 
sixtv.men. ° 


1 he Governor General had also directed a detach- 
ment consisting of five hundred Bengal native volun- 
tcers to proceed by sea, under the command of Cap- 
tain Dick, for the purpose of occupying the post of 
calasore. Previously however to the departure of 
this detachment from Fort William, intelligence was 
received, 'which induced the Governor General to 
consider it possible that the Marhatta forces in Berar 
flad bpen reinforced, and that a vigorous opposition 
ra ght be expected at the fort of Cuttack, as well as 

Ganjam ^ * dV0nCe ° f the British troo P s from 


This 
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This circumstance determined the Governor Go 
ncral to send Captain Dick’s detachment, with some 
additional battering guns, direct to Ganjam, for the 
purpose of reinforcing the main body of the British 
troops advancing from that quarter; and the detach- 
ment accordingly embarked* ftom Fort William on 
the 30th of August. 

In consequence of a severe illness, Licutenent Co- 
lonel Campbell was rendered unable to proceed with 
the detachment from Ganjam. The Governor Ge- 
neral therefore, at the express solicitation of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Campbell, then confined to his bed by 
a violent fever, dispatched on the 28th of Augtist, 
his military secretary Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, of 
his Majesty’s 12th regiment of foot, to Ganjam, for 
the purpose of taking the command of the troops as- 
sembled at that station. The Governor General also 
directed a second detachment of 500 native volun« 
tcers, a proportion of artillery men, four field pieces, 
and a proportion of stores to embark under the com- 
mand of Captain Morgan of the Bengal establishment, 
on the 13th of September from Fort William, and to 
occupy Balasorc. Another detachment whs at the 
same time formed at Jclasorc, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson of the establishment 
of Bengal, consisting of 7 70 sepoys and 84 men of 
the Governor General’s body guard, with two gal- 
loper guns, for the purpose of advancing into the pro- 
vince of Cuttack, and forming a junction with the 
detachment at Balasorc, when the state of the inter- 
mediate country, an d the progress of the main divi- 
sion under Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, should fa- 
vour that movement. This detachment was sup- 

* Battering guns, See. with Captain DieV. 

Four eighteen-pounder iron guns— four twelve ditto — tw c* 
five and half inch howitzers, with a due proportion of shells — 
4000 eighteen-pounder shot — 400Q twelve-pounder ditto ? with 
a quantity of stores, materials, entrenching tools, &c. &(\ 

ported 
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ported by a force of eight hundred sepoys and 
some artillery, assembled at Midnapore, which 
was afterwards reinforced by about five hundred 
native vofunteers, who left Fort William for that 
purpose towards the end of the month of Sep- 
tember. 

The total number of troops assembled for the in- 
vasion of the province of Cuttack, therefore, amount- 
ed to 4g](j men*; of this number 3041 formed 
the main detachment which was ordered to ad- 
vance from Ganjain under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Harcourt, who was appointed to 
the general command of all the forces employed 
on. this service ; five hundred men were on their way 
under Captain Dick to reinforce Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt ; five hundred and twenty-one (including 
twenty-one artillerymen) under the command of 
Captain Morgan, were destined to occupy Balasorc ; 
854 were stationed at Jelasore ready to advance, 
whenever that movement might be deemed advisable; 
and 1300 remained at Midnapore, to support the 
troops at Balasorc and Jelasore, and to afford at the 
same time protection to the frontier of the Company’s 

1 

* Abstract of the force assembled for the invasion of the pro- 
vince of Cuttack, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 


Harcourt : — 

European infantry, - 573 

Native infantry, r 2108 

Native cavalry - - 60 

3011 

With Captain Dick, - - 500 

With Captain Morgan, • - 52\ 

With Lieutenant Colonel fergusson. 
iSepoys," 770 

Cavalry, - - 81 

— — T — 851 


Total actually assembled, 49 1G 

At Midnapore, 1300 


Total that might eventually have been employed 5%16 

M territo- 
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territories, against the incursions of any of the Ka* 
jah of Berar’s predatory horse. 

On the 8th of September, the troops , under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, com- 
menced their march from Ganjam. On the 11th of 
September, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt arrived at 
Ganjam, and took the command of the troops, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Campbell with the zeal and spirit 
.which he has manifested on so many occasions, had 
endeavoured, notwithstanding his illness, to proceed 
with the troops from Ganjam, but had been carried 
back after one day’s march, in a state which menaced 
his life for several weeks, and rendered him utterly 
unable to move with the expedition. 

On the 14th of September the British troops, con- 
ducted by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, took pos- 
session of Manickpatam without any resistance on 
the part of the Mariettas, who fled on the approach 
of Colonel Harcourt’s force. 

From that station, Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
dispatched a letter to the principal Bramins of the 
pagoda of Jaggernaut, encouraging them t h place the 
pagoda under the protection of the British troops. 

On the l6th a favourable answer was received from 
the Bramins, and a deputation was sent to the British 
camp to claim the protection which had been offered 
by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt; and on the 18th, 
the British troops encamped at Jaggernaut, which 
was immediately evacuated by the Marhatta forces. 

The inundated state of the country prevented the 
march of the British troops from Jaggernaut until 
the 24th of September. During the march from 
Jaggernaut to Cuttack, the advanced corps of Colo- 
nel Harcourt’s division were frequently engaged with 
parties of the enemy’s troops who were always repuls- 
ed with loss. Owing however to a very heavy fall of 
rain (which had rendered the roads impassable,) and 
the consequent rise of the rivers which intervene be- 
tween 
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tWeen Jaggernaut* and the town of Cuttack, Lieute- 
nant Colonel Harcourt’s progress was much retarded, 
and the British troops did not teach Cuttack until 
the 10th .of October, when the town was immedi- 
ately taken possession of* without opposition on the 
part of the enemy. 

The detachment under the command of Captain 
Morgan, landed at Balasore on the 2 1st September, 
and succeeded in the occupying that station, after 
some resistance on the part of the enemy; on the 1st 
October, Captain Morgan detached two companies 
of Sepoys towards Soorong, a post twenty miles south 
of Balasore, which was then occupied by the enemy. 
This detachment routed a party posted at a village a 
short distance on the north side of Soorotig, and be- 
ing afterwards reinforced by another company, took 
possession of Soorong on the 3d of October, without' 
further resistance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, with the detach- 
ment under his command, moved from Jelasore on 
the 23d September, and on the 4th of October arriv- 
ed at Balasore, without any opposition; on the 10th 
of that mouth, Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson march- 
ed from Balasore with a force* consisting of about 
8 16 men, in consequence of orders from the Gover- 
nor General, directing that officer to proceed to the 
southward, for the purpose of forming a junction 
with the troops under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt at Cuttack. During the whole of 
these transactions, the inhabitants of the province of 

# Detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which 
inarched from Balasore on the 10th of October. 

European artillery, - - 20 

Native cavalry from the Governor Generals body guard, 76 

2d Battalion 7th native infantry, - - 573 

5th Native infantry, a detachment, * - - ,14>7 

Total 816 

With two field pieces, two galloper guns, and fifty gun lascars, 

M 2 
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Cuttack afforded every assistance to the British' 
troops ou their march, and expressed the utmost 
satisfaction at the prospect of being soon placed un- 
der the protection of the British government 

Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt had been actively 
employed, in preparations for the seige of the fort of 
Barabutty at Cuttack. This fort is of strength, and 
has only one entrance by a narrow bridge, leading 
over a wet ditch, twenty feet in depth, and varying 
in breadth according to the situation of the bastions, 
from thirty-five to one hundred and thirty-five feet. 
On the night of the 12th of October, a spot was 
marked out for a battery to receive a twelve pounder, 
distant about five hundred yards from the outer gate 
of the fort. This battery was completed on the 
night of the 13th, and the twelve-pounder placed in 
it, together vvith two howitzers and two six-pounders, 
the whole of which opened their fireonlhe morning 
of the 14th. By eleven o’clock in the forenoon of 
that day, mod of the defences in the south face of the 
fort, (against which the fire was directed) were 
taken off, and the enemy’s guns silenced; every 
thing seemed to promise success to an asault, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt accordingly ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Clayton to storm the fort and to 
advance with one six-pounder, a party of artillery- 
men, two hundred Europeans from his Majesty’s 22ci, 
and the Madras European regiments, and four hun- 
dred Sepoys from the 20th Bengal, and the Qth and 
lgth regiments of Madras native infantry. The 
storming party in passing the bridge <vere exposed to 
a heavy, but ill directed fire of musquetry from the 
fort, and forty minutes elapsed before they succeed- 
ed in blowing open the wicket (the remaining part of 
the gate having been strengthened with thick masses 
of stone); having accomplished this object, the 
storming party passed through the wicket singly, and 
although they experienced considerable resistance in 

entering 
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entering the fort and forcing two other gates, the 
British troops were completely victorious, and ob- 
tained possession of the fort, which was immediately 
abandoned by the enemy, whose loss was consider- 
able* In the course of the assault, the storming 
party took four standards of colours, and manifested 
the same bravery and steadiness which has distin- 
guished the conduct of the British armies in every 
quarter of India, during the progress of the present 
campaign against Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Ra- 
jah of Berar. By the success of the , Britifh arms in 
the province of Cuttack, the whole of that valuable 
province (which exclusive of many other important 
advantages, is indispensibly necessary to secure a free 
and uninterrupted communication between the su- 
preme government of India, and the subordinate 
presidencies of fort St. George and Bombay) has been 
annexed to the dominions of the honourable Com- 
pany. In consequence of the interruption of the 
communication between Ganjam and Fort William 
through Cuttack, in the course of the present cam- 
paign, after the commencement of the north east 
monsoon, all correspondence betwclh the Governor 
General, the governments of Fort St. George and 
Bombay, the honourable Major General Wellesley, 
and the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad was 
absolutely suspended, and the Governor General, for 
several days, was entirely ignorant of the progress of 
events in those parts of India, during a crisis of affairs, 
which, connected with the renewal of war with 
France, and the probability of hostilities with Hol- 
land, may be considered to be the most important 
which has ever occurred in India. 

The regular order of events has been interrupted 
for the purpose of bringing into one point of view, all 
the transactions connected with the military opera- 
tions against the main armies in the Dckan, under 
the personal command of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 

* n( 
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of the Rajah of Berar; and with the destruction of 
their resources and power in the Dekan, and in the 
provinces of Guzerat on the western, and of Orissa 
on the eastern side of India. It will now "be proper 
to revert to the transactions which have occurred on 
the north west frontier of Oude, and to exhibit the 
result of the operations, which were entrusted t9 the 
personal direction and command of his Excellency 
General Lake. 

Similar reasons to those which induced the Go- 
vernor General to grant full powers to Major Gene- 
ral Wellesley, and eventually to Lieutenant General 
Stuart, required, that a temporary authority should 
also be constituted in the vicinity of the north- vvest 
frontier of Oudc, with full authority to conclude 
upon the spot, whatever arrangements might become 
necessary for the purpose of accomplishing the plan 
of operations proposed by the Governor General to 
be carried into execution against Dovvlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s forces in that quarter of Hindostan. This 
power could not be exercised with propriety and ad- 
vantage to the public service by any other person 
than the Comnfandcr in Chief; and the Governor 
General determined therefore to vest this important 
and difficult trust in the hands of General Lake. 
Accordingly the Governor General, on the 27th of 
July 1803, empowered the commander in chief to 
exercise the general direction and controul of all po- 
litical negotiations connected with the operations of 
his army, and in a proclamation under date the 30th 
July 1803, was further pleased to order and com- 
mand all civil servants and military officers, subject 
to the authority of the presidency of Fort William, 
“ to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to all 
“ such requisitions or orders as they might receive 
“from the Commander in Chief, ” declaring at the 
same time, “ that such requisitions or orders would 
“ be considered as full and sufficient vouchers for 

any 
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" any advance or disbursemen tof money, which such 
“ requisitions or orders fhould authorize.” 

With a view to occupy a position favourable to 
,the early commencement of military operations, in 
the event of hostilities with Scindiah, the commander 
in chief, General Lake, marched from Cawnporc 
on the 7th of August, and reached the vicinity of 
Coel on the 28th of the same month. 

On the 20th of August, the Commander in Chief 
received a letter from Colonel Collins, dated camp 
near Julgong, on the 1st of August, in which that 
officer' states his intention to repair to Aurungabad 
without delay, and adds, that he should have march- 
ed from Julgong on the morning of the 31st of July, 
had not the roads been rendered impassable by a 
very heavy and incessant fall of rain since the night 
of the 30th of July. The Commander in Chief also 
received on the 26th of August, a dispatch from the 
Governor General, dated on the 16th of August, 
authorising him to prosecute the most active opera- 
tions against the forces of Scindiah, Monsieur Perron, 
and their allies, unless the commander in chief should 
have received certain intelligence of the conclusion 
of pacific engagements between Major General Wel- 
lesley and Scindiah, or should have received from 
Major General Wellesley a direct expression of his 
desire that General Lake should not prosecute hosti- 
lities. 

On the receipt of Colonel Collins’s letter ofthe 
1st of August, General Lake was of opinion, that the 
refusal of the confederated chieftains to comply with 
General Wellesley’s requisition, amounted to a posi- 
tive declaration of war, and conceived himself under 
these circumstances to be authorised (by the tenor 
of the Governor General’s instructions, prior to the 
dfepatch of the 16th of August), to commence hosti- 
lities without waiting for further advices from the 
Dekan. The justice of prosecuting immediate hos- 
tilities 
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lilities against Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar was 
tnquestionable, and the letters of the Governor Ge- 
neral to those chieftains, together with tfye declara- 
* tions of Colonel Collins, had distinctly apprized Scin- 
diah and the Rajah of Berar, of the probable conse- 
quences of their further evasions of the just and 
reasonable propositions of the British Government, 
te that they should separate their armies , and relinquish 
4( their menacing position on the frontier of the Nizam's 
M territories ' ’ ' 1 

Under these circumstances, the Commander in 
Chief, by the direct order of the Governor General 
above stated, on the 29th of August 1803, moved 
into the Marhatta territories, with the intention of 
attacking Monsieur Perron’s force, which had been 
assembled at a short distance from the fortress of 
Ally-Ghur. The army reached this point about 
seven o’clock in the morning of the 29th. The 
enemy immediately struck their tents, and the whole 
of their cavalry drew up on the plain close to the 
Fort of Aliy-Ghur. 

Monsieur Perron’s position was strong and fa- 
vourable for repelling the attack of the British army. 
His front was completely covered by an extensive 
swamp, which in some parts is not fordable ; the right 
flank was protected by the fort of Ally Ghur, and his 
left derived considerable strength, from the nature 
of the ground on that side, and from the position of 
some villages which were occupied by parties of his 
troops. Monsieur Perron’s force was estimated to 
amount to about fifteen thousand horse, of which 
from four to five thousand were regular cavalry. 

The Commander in Chief having determined to 
turn the left flank of Monsieur Perron’s force, the 
British cavalry were formed into two lines, and ad- 
vanced to the attack supported by the infantry in 
three and four lines, according as the confined nature 
qf the ground would permit. During the advance 
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of the cavalry, the enemy kept up a smart fire of 
matchlocks from a village which the cavalry had to 
pass, and a large column of the enemy’s cavalry, 
headed by a regular corps of horse, approached suffi- 
ciently near to enable the British cavalry to fire a few 
rounds from their galloper guns, which succeeded in 
forcing the enemy to retire. The excellent front 
displayed by the British cavalry, and the regular and 
determined advance of the whole army, so com- 
pletely overawed Monsieur Perron and his troops, 
that they retired as fast as the British troops ad- 
vanced, and finally quitted the field without ventur- 
ing to risk an engagement. 

Several attempts were made to charge the enemy’s 
cavalry, but the rapidity of their retreat prevented 
the possibility of effecting this desirable object. The 
Commander in Chief was with the British cavalry the 
whole day, and charged in person at the head of the 
27 th dragoons. 

Although the early retreat of Monsieur Perron’s 
force prevented the Commander in Chief from bring- 
ing him to a general engagement, the operations of 
the 2Qth August, were attended with beneficial con- 
sequences in establishing the superiority of our arms 
over the power of the enemy : Monsieur Perron’s re^ 
putation received a powerful shock from the events 
of that day, and the defection of several of 1 his con- 
federates demonstrated at once their doubt of his 
power, and their conviction of our superiority. 

After the action, the Commander in Chief took 
possession of the town of Coel, and the army en- 
camped to the northward of it, between the town 
and the fort of Ally Ghur. 

Thte fort is of singular strength ; it is a broad * 
and deep ditch, and a fine glacis, and the country 

* From one hundred to two hundred feet in breadth, and 
thirty two feet in depth, of which there are always ten feet of 
water. 
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for a mile round is levelled, and completely exposed 
in , every point to the fire of the fort. There is only 
one entrance, which is very intricate, and over a nar- 
row causeway, under which the enemy had com- 
menced a mine ; but had omitted to construct a 
drawbridge, and thus our troops were enabled to 
pass the ditch on the causeway, and immediately to 
assail the body of the place. 

As soon as the army had taken np its ground near 
Coel, General Lake summoned Monsieur Pedron, 
the commander of Ally Ghur, to surrender the fort; 
but after several unsuccessful efforts to save the ef- 
fusion of blood, and to persuade the garrison to eva- 
cuate the place, General Lake found himself com- 
pelled to adopt more decisive measures, and deter- 
mined to attempt to carry the fort by assault, rather 
than by the slower operations of a regular siege. 

In conformity to this resolution, the fort was 
stormed on the morning of the 4th of September. 
The Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monson com- 
manded the storming party, consisting of a detach- 
ment of artillery with two twelve-pounders, four 
"companies of his Majesty’s 76th regiment, the ist 
battalion 4th regiment of native infantry, four com- 
panies of the 2d battalion 17th regiment, reinforced 
afterwards by the second battalion 4th regiment na- 
tive infantry. 

Lieutenant Colonel Monson conducted the attack 
with the'utmost degree of gallantry, judgment, skill, 
and fortitude. The troops moved down to within six. 
hundred yards of the sortie of the fort about three 
o’clock A. M. There was only one passage across 
the ditch into the fort, and this road was followed by 
lieutenant Colonel Monson. 

After waiting until the hour fixed for the assault, 
(half past four o’clock,) the storming party moved 
W, (.under cover of a heavy fire from the British bat- 
teries erected for the purpose,) and arrived within one 

hundred 
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Iumdrcc.1 yards of the fort, before they were perceiv* 
ed ; as soon however ns Colonel Monson saw that he 
was discovered, he endeavoured, by pushing on with 
the two flank companies of the 76th to enter the 
fort, along with the guard stationed outside of the 
gates, behind a strong breastwork which covered the 
entrance. The Colonel succeeded in passing the 
breastwork, but found the first gate shut. Two Iadr 
ders were immediately applied, on which Major 
Maclcod of the 76th regiment, with two grenadiers 
attempted to mount, but they were forced to desist 
by a most formidable row of pikemen, who menaced 
every assailant with certain destruction. A twelve- 
pounder was then brought up, but some time elapsed 
before it could be placed opposite the gate, which was 
situated in an inconvenient direction, near the flank of 
a bastion. Four or five rounds were fired beforeany ef- 
fect was produced on the gate, and during this inter- 
val which lasted about twenty minutes, the storming 
party was cxpo>cd to a most severe and raking fire of 
grape and wall pieces and match-locks. Our princi- 
pal loss was sustained at this place. Colonel Mon- 
son was wounded here by a pike, discharged, it is 
thought from a gun ; at this spot were also killed, 
the four grenadier officers and the Adjutant of the 
76th regiment, with Lieutenant Turton of the 4 th 
regiment native infantry. 

As soon as the first gate was blown open, the troops 
advanced in a circular direction, (round a strong bas- 
tion of masonry, along a nairnw road, and through 
two gateways, which were easily forced,) to a fourth 
gateway leading into the body ot the place ; during 
which time, they were much annoyed by a heavy 
cross fire in every direction. It was a work of great 
difficulty before the twelve- pounder could be brought 
up, and when it arrived the gate was too strongly fas- 
tened to be forced. Major Macleod, however, push- 
ed through the wicket, and entered the fort, after 
N ' l which 
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which very little opposition ensued, and the fort was 
completely carried. The general defence of this fort 
was very vigorous and lasted for one hour ; and our 
loss was extremely severe. The French commandant 
Mr. Pedron was taken prisoner. As soon as the Bri- 
tirtf troops had entered the body of the place, the gar- 
rison endeavoured to escape in every direction, many 
jumped into the ditch, others were drowned; about 
two thousand were killed, some surrendered, and were 
permitted to quit the fort by the Commander in Chief, 
who was close to the fort, observing the result of his 
bold and well planned attack. 

A large quantity of stores and ordnance was found 
in the fort, with some tumbrils of money, which the 
storming party divided on the spot. 

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur, was attended 
with the acquisition of most of the military stores be- 
longing to the French party. This was the place of 
residence of Monsieur Perron, and it was the grand 
depot of his military stores. 

The necessary arrangements for the security of the 
fort of Ally Ghur, and for the march of the army, 
having been completed on the 7th of September, the 
Commander in Chief moved on that day towards 
Delhi. A battalion of sepoys was left in Ally Ghur, 
and a drawbridge applied to the gateway ; the place 
may now be considered as impregnable to any native 
power. 

On the 7th of September the Commander in Chief 
received a letter under date the 5th of September from 
Monsieur Perron, informing the Commander in 
Chief, that he had resigned the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and requesting permission to pass with 
his family., property, and the officers of his suite 
to Lucknow, through the territory of the honourable 
Company and of the Nawaub Vizier. Monsieur Per- 
ran also applied to the Commander in Chief for a suf- 
ficient escort to be composed either of British troops, 

'or 
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or his own body guard. General Lake immediately 
complied with Monsieur Perron’s request/ and per- 
mitted Monsieur Perron to proceed through the 
British territories, attended by a British officer who 
had been appointed to meet Monsieur Perron on the 
frontier, and to conduct him to Lucknow. General 
Lake also permitted Monsieur Perron to be escorted 
by his own body guard, and provided for the reception 
of Monsieur Perron in the Company’s territories, and 
those of the Nawaub Vizier, with every mark of re-, 
spect and honour. 

On the 8th of September, the army reached Koor- 
jah, a fort of some strength, about thirty miles distant 
from Ally-Ghur, which had been evacuated by the 
garrison on receiving the intelligence of the fall of 
that fortress. It is also probable that the capture of 
Ally Ghur was one of the causes of Mr. Perron’s de- 
termination to solicit the protection of the British 
government. Mr. Perron, however, stated that his 
reason for retiring, proceeded from his having receiv- 
ed intelligence, that his successor had been appoint- 
ed, and was actually on his way to take possession of 
his new charge. Mr. Perron also observed that the 
treachery and ingratitude of his European officers 
convinced him, that further resistance to the British 
arms was useless. 

About this period, the Commander in Chief re- 
ceived intelligence of the surrender to the enemy of 
a detachment of five companies of sepoys with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Co- 
Jiingham at Shekoabad. This small body of troops 
was attacked on the '2d of September, by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry under the command of a 
Frenchman, named Fleury, and succeeded in com- 
pelling the enemy to retreat ; but being again attack- 
ed on the 4th of September by the same superior 
force, and having nearly expended its ammunition, the 
party of British troops capitulated to the enemy. 
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On receipt of this intelligence, the Commander in 
Chief immediately detached one regiment of Euro- 
pean and two regiments of native cavalry under Co- 
lonel Macan to join Colonel Vandeleur, <who was in 
the neighbourhood of Futty-Ghur, with the 8th regi- 
ment light dragoons, and a detachment of infantry 
with a convoy for the army. The 2d brigade of in- 
fantry under Colonel Clarke was also ordered to rein- 
force Colonel Vandeleur’s detachment, Jmt before 
these two parties could arrive at the pl^pe of their 
destination, the enemy recrossed the Jumna with 
great precipitation, and afterwards dispersed. Colo- 
nel Macan’s detachment reached the fort of Firozca- 
bad on the 7th of September, which the enemy im- 
mediately abandoned, leaving behind them nine guns, 
and several of the enemy’s troops, who had been 
wounded in the late affair of Shekoabad. This is 
the only predatory incursion which the enemy has 
attempted upon the Company’s frontiers. 

The army under General T/akc reached Sccundra 
on the 9th of September. On the morning of the 
10th, the Commander in Chie f made a short march 
to the west of Sccundra, and on the llth, a march 
of eighteen miles beyond Soorajepoor. During the 
march, intelligence was received, that Monsieur 
Louis Bourquicn had crossed the Jumna, in the night, 
with sixteen battalions of regular infantry, six thou- 
sand cavalry, and a considerable train of ordnance, 
for the purpose of attacking the Commander in 
Chief. 

The British army reached its ground of encamp- 
ment near the Jehna Nullah (about six miles from 
Delhi) at eleven o’clock. The troops were much 
fatigued with the length of the march, and the heat 
of the weather, and the tents were scarcely pitched, 
when the enemy appeared in such -force in front, as 
to oblige the- grand guard and advanced picquets to 
turn out. The number of the enemy continuing to 

. . encreasc 
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encrease, the Commander in Chief proceeded in per- 
son to reconnoitre them with the whole of the cavalry 
(three regiments), and found the enemy drawn up 
on rising ground, in order of battle, and in full force. 
Their position was strong, each flank being covered 
by a swamp, beyond which was posted the cavalrv. 
Their numerous artillery covered their front, which 
was further protected by a line of intrenchmcnts ; 
their front was the only direction in which the enemy 
could be attacked. As the British cavalry approach- 
ed, the enemy began a very heavy cannonade. 

As soon as the Commander in Chief had recon- 
. noitred the enemy’s position, orders were sent to 
camp for the infantry and artillery to join the cavalry. 
The line was ordered to fall in without delay, and 
move to the front by columns of grand divisions 
from each battalion. The camp was left standing, 
the advanced picquets encreascd by a part of the 
17th regiment native infantry, were brought in for 
its protection. The whole of the British troops who 
were engaged in this memorable action, were his 
Majesty’s 76th regiment, seven battalions of Se- 
poys, the artillery, the 27th dragoons, and two re- 
giments of native cavalry, and amounted in number 
to about four thousand five hundred men. The 
number of the enemy amounted to about thirteen 
thousand infantry, and six thousand cavalry, in all 
nineteen thousand men. 

Notwithstanding the alacrity and expedition, with 
which the British troops got under arms, one hour 
elapsed before the infantry could join the cavalry, 
which had advanced about two miles in front, and 
was exposed to a severe and well directed cannonade 
which occasioned a considerable loss of men and 
horses. During this interval, the Commander in. 
Chiefs horse was shot under him. 

Finding that it would be difficult to defeat the 
enemy in their actual position, General Lake deter- 
mined 
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mined to make a feint, by which the enemy should 
be induced to quit their intrenchments, and to ad- 
vance on the plain. With this view the British ca- 
valry was ordered to retire both for the purpose of 
drawing the enemy from his strong position, and of 
covering the advance of the British infantry : This 
retrograde movement was performed with the greatest 
order and steadiness, until the British infantry had 
effected their junction with the cavalry, when the 
cavalry immediately opened from the center and al- 
lowed the infantry to pass on in front. 

As soon as the cavalry began to retire, the enemy 
conceiving this movement to he a real retreat, im- 
mediately quitted their strong position, and advanced 
with the whole of their guns, shouting and exhibi- 
ting every demonstration of perfect confidence in 
superior prowess. They halted however on seeing 
the British infantry who were instantly formed into 
one line, with the cavalry in a second line, about 
forty yards in the rear of the right wing of the in- 
fantry ; the whole of the British force then advanced 
towards the enemy, the Commander in Chief in per- 
son leading his Majesty's 70th regiment. .Notwith- 
standing a tremendous fire of round, grape, and 
chain shot, the troops led by General Lake advanced 
with the greatest bravery and steadiness, and without 
takingtheir musquets from their shoulders, until they 
had reached within a hundred paces of the enemy, 
when the enemy commenced a heavy fire of grape 
from all their artillery. Orders were instantly given 
to charge the enemy with bayonets ; the whole Bri- 
tish line fired a volley, and with their illustrious 
Commander in Chief at their head, rushed on with 
such impetuosity, that the enemy gave way and 
fled in every direction. As soon as the British troops 
halted after their, charge, General Lake, with his 
accustomed judgment, ordered the line to break in- 
to columns of companies^ which manoeuvre being 
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effected,, the British cavalry (European and' native) 
charged through the intervals with . their galloper 
guns, and completed the victory, by pursuing the 
enemy to the banks of the Jumna, and driving vast 
numbers into the middle of the river. The galloper 
guns attached to the cavalry, were opened with 
considerable effect upon the fugitives in this situation. 

The Commander in Chief headed in person the 
76th regiment, which exhibited, under such a glori- 
ous .example, the most eminent proofs of valour and 
discipline. 

While these operations took place to the right 
under the immediate direction of the Commander 
in Chief, the left wing tinder Major General St. 
John attacked the enemy with great vigour, and the 
success of the British arms was complete in every 
point. The enemy left the whole of their artillery, 
sixty-eight pieces of ordnance, and thirty-seven 
tumbrils laden with ammunition in our possession, 
twenty-four tumbrils laden with ammunition were 
blown up in the field of battle, exclusive of which, 
many tumbrils and ammunition carriages were left 
by the enemy in the Jumna, and‘in the Jehnah Nullah. 
Two tumbrils, containing treasure, were also taken on 
the field of battle. 

The loss of the enemy was very considerable, and 
has been estimated to have amounted to three thou- 
sand men. The exertions of the British army were 
proportionate to the brilliant result of this glorious 
victory, and the whole army, with the commander in 
chief, was under arms for seventeen hours. After the 
adlion, the army took up fresh ground, nearer the 
river. 

The battle was fought within view of the minarets 
of Delhi, and the whole army encamped the next day 
close to the Jumna river, opposite to that city. — 
The unfortunate emperor, Shah Aulum, sent to 
General Lake immediately after the action, to ex- 
O press 
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press his anxious desire to place his person and autho* 
rity under the protection of the victorious arms of the 
British government. 

On the l'ith ot September the army began to cross 
the Jumna, and on the same day Monsieur Bour- 
quien, who commanded the fnrrvs of the enemy in 
the late action of the 11th of September, together 
with four other French officers, surrendered them- 
.selves as prisoners to General Lake. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief had the 
honour to pay his first visit to his Majesty Shah Au- 
lumonthe 1 6 th of September, and to congratulate 
his Majesty on his emancipation from the controu) of 
the French faction which had so long oppressed and 
degraded him. 

From the Commander in Chiefs dispatches, and 
such accounts as have been received from private 
sources of intelligence, ii appears, that his Majesty 
was graciously pleased to direct his eldest son and 
heir apparent, the Prince Mirza Akbar Shah, to con- 
duct the Commander in Chief to his royal presence. 
The Prince was to have arrived at the Commander 
in Chiefs tent at twelve o’clock, but did not reach 
the British camp until half past three o’clock P. M. 
By the time his Royal Highness had been received, 
remounted on his elephant, and the whole cavalcade 
formed, it was half past four o’clock. The distance 
being five miles, the Commander in Chief did not 
reach the palace of Delhi until sunset. The crowd 
in the city was extraordinary, and it was with some 
difficulty that the cavalcade could make its way to 
the palace. The courts of the palace were full of 
people, anxious to witness the deliverance of their 
Sovereign from a state of degradation and bondage. 
At length the Commander in Chief was ushered into 
the royal presence, and found the unfortunate and 
venerable Emperor, oppressed by the accumulated ca- 
lamities of old age, degraded authority, extreme po- 
verty, 
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Verty, and loss of sight, seated under a small’ tat- 
tered canopy, the remnant of his royal state, with 
every external appearance of the misery of his con- 
dition. • 

It is impossible to describe the impression which, 
General Lake’s conduct on this interesting occasion, 
has made on the minds of the inhabitants of Delhi, 
and of all the Mussulmans, who have had an oppor- 
tunity of being made acquainted with the occurrences 
of the l6th of September, 1803. In the mataphorical 
language of Asia, the native News-writers, who de- 
scribe this extraordinary scene, have declared that 
his Majesty Shah Aulum recovered his sight from ex- 
cess of joy. In addition to many other marks of 
. royal favour and condescension, the Emperor was 
graciously pleased to confer on General Lake the se- 
cond title in the empire *. 

The result of the spirited and judicious operations 
at Cod on the '29th of August, of the gallant assault 
of Aly-Ghur on the 4th, and of the glorious battle of 
Delhi on the llth of September, deeply affected the 
French influence and authority, and secured to the 
British power, the possession of the Doab of the 
Ganges and Jumna. 

The French officers deprived of authority, and 
finding themselves the objects of just indignation 
to the country which they had governed, were com- 
pelled to solicit the protection of the British govern- 
ment, while the conquered country, (rejoicing in 
the change of masters, and deeply impressed with a 
just sense of the humane conduct and orderly beha- 
viour of the British troops, of the protection offered 
by General Lake to the persons and property of the 

* The Persian titles conferred on General Lake, are, Stimsam 
it Dowlah Ashghah ul Mulk , Khan Dowrui Khan , General Gerard 
Lake Bahadur , Futteh Jung ; signifying in English, « The Sword 
of the State , the Hero of the Land, the Lord of the Age, and the Vicioriout 
in War . 
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inhabitants, and of the milcf treatment which tbs 
British Government extends to all its subjects,) 
regarded the British troops as friends and deli- 
verers. 

These important victories rescued the unfortunate 
emperor Shah Aulum, from the power of hrs oppres* 
sors. By the success of our arms, interesting pur- 
poses of humanity were accomplished ; and so faf 
as this object is regarded in a political point of view, 
his Majesty Shah Aulum, being placed under the 
protection of the British government, no other power 
can now avail itself of the weight and influence, 
which the Emperor’s name must ever possess amongst 
the Mussulman inhabitants of Hindostan. 

* .The attention of the Governor General is now di- 
rected, to the formation of a permanent arrangement 
for the future maintainance of the dignity and com- 
fort of his Imperial Majesty, and of the royal family, 
on principles calculated to provide for tho^c desirable 
objects with the utmost benefit to the reputation of 
British justice and liberality, and to secure the im- 
portant advantages to be derived from the connection, 
which will now be renewed upon permanent princi- 
ples between the royal house of Timur, and the 
British power in India. The Governor General has 
also given directions to provide for the nobility and the 
great officers of state at Delhi (whose fortunes havebeen 
destroyed by thesucccssful usurpation ofScindiah,and 
Of the French adventurers,) on principles similar to 
those, which in the year 1799 ? a ^ tcr the ^ of the 
fortress of Seringapatam, induced the Governor Ge- 
neral to make a liberal and permanent provision 
the principal officers and nobility of Tippoo Sultaun. 

Having made the necessary arrangements for his 
mkrch from Delhi, the Commander in Chief moved 
from that city towards Agra on the 24 th of Scptcm* 
ber ; Lieutenant Colonel Qchterlony, Deputy Adju- 
tant General of the Honourable Company’s army, 

was 
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was stationed at Delhi, to attend the person and re- 
ceive the commands of the emperor Shah Aulum. A 
garrison was also left at Delhi, consisting of one bat- 
talion and four companies of native infantry, together 
with a corps of Mevvatties, then raising under the com- 
mand of British officers, who had been in the service 
of Scindiah, and who on the commencement of hos- 
tilities with that chieftain, quitted his service, and 
joined the army under General Lake. 

On the 30th of September. Monsieur Dudernaigue 
and two other officers in Scindiah’s service, who had 
been detached with some regular battalions by Scin- 
diah, in the month of July, from the Dckan, for the 
purpose of reinforcing Monsieur Perron’s army in Hiu- 
dostan, surrendered themselves prisoners to Col. Van- 
delcur, who, with the detachment* tinder his com- 
mand, had occupied the city of Muttra on the right 
bank of the Jumna, in which was established one of 
Monsieur Perron’s principal founderies of cannon. 

During these transactions, the detachment of Bri- 
tish troops assembled under the command of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Powell of the Bengal establishment, near 
Allahabad, for the purpose of co-operating with a 
force under the command ofHimmut Bahadur, (one 
of his Highness the Peishwah’s principal officers in 
Bundclcund) in the occupation of that province, 
crossed the Jumna on the 6th of September 1803, and 
entered the province of Bundclcund on the 1 5th of 
September, Lieutenant, Colonel Powell was joined by 
Rajah Himmut Bahadur with his forces ^amounting 
to about 13 or 14,000 mtn. 

The united detachments ariived on the bank of 

* His Majesty’s 8th and 29th dragoons; the 1st and 4tlt 
native cavalry, three battalions and five companies of native 
infantry. 

t About 400Q horse, 8000 irregular infantry, three regular 
battalions under the' command of an European officer, and 
twenty-five pieces of ordnance of different calibres. 

x tLe 
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the river Cane *, on the 23d of September, and 
found the troops of Shumshere Bahadur f encamped 
on the opposite bank of the river in considerable 
strength. 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of his 
camp, anil having established the British authority in 
the territory lying between the Jumna and the Cane, 
Lieutenant Colonel Powell, accompanied byHimmut 
Bahadur, crossed the latter river on the 10th of Oc* 
tober, and on the 12th of the same month engaged 
Shumshere Bahadur;{;, in which action that chieftain 
was compelled to retreat with loss. Accounts have 
since been received, that Shumshere Bahadur has 
crossed the river Bctwah,$ and was retiring from the 
province of Bundeleutid. 

The army under General Lake arrived at Muttra 
on the 2d of October ; having formed a junction with 
Colonel Vandelcur’s detachment, the Commander in 
Chief moved on to the fortress of Agra, which place 
the army reached at about two P. M. on the 4th of 
October. A summons was immediately sent to the 
garrison, but no answer was returned to General 
Lake. It appears that all the European officers in 

* This river joins the Jumna, a little below the town of Corah* 
and runs nearly in a north and south direction by the fort of 
Callinger, through the province of Bundelcund. 

f Shumshere Bahadur, is the son of Aly Bahadur, which 
Aly Bahadur was the son of the first Shumsheie Bahadur, the 
natural sou of Bajee Kao, the first Peishwah , Aly Bahadur con^ 
quered a great part of the province of Bundelcund from the 
» Bundela Rajah, in the name of the Peishwah. Although lie 
was in fa£ one of the Pci shw ah’s officers, he availed himself of 
the weakness of the state of Poonah, and of his distance from 
that Government, to render himself nearly independent of the 
Peishwah’s authority. 

t This a&ion is detailed in Liutenant Colonel Powell’s official 
dispatch to the Adjutant Genera), dated camp at Cupsah, Pith 
October, a printed copy of which is annexed to these notes. 

§ The river Betwah joins the Jumna a little below Calpy, 
and running in a south west direction, touches the western extre- 
mity of the province of Bundelcund, near the town of Behut, 
in about 25 north latitude, and 78 east longitude. 

the 
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the fort had been placed in confinement, and that 
considerable conjfasion prevailed within the fort. 

Seven battalions of the enemy’s regular infantry, 
with several guns, were encamped on the outside of 
the fort, and occupied the town and principal 
mosque of Agra, as well as some ravines which led 
through broken ground, from the British camp on’ 
the south side of the fort, to the ditch and to the 
'Delhi gateway. Finding it impossible to make ap- 
proaches against the fort of Agra, as long as these 
battalions maintained their position to the south and 
south west of the fort, General Lake determined to 
occupy the ravines, and to dislodge the enemy from 
the town. 

* With this view, on the morning of the I Oth of 
October, Colonel Clarke, who was encamped in the 
rear of the town, was directed to take possession of 
it with his brigade of Sepoys, at the same time that 
three battalions of Sepoys, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel MacCulloch, Major Haldane, 
and Captain Worsley, advanced to occupy the ra- 
vines. The attack succeeded completely ; after a 
long and severe contest, the enemy evacuated the 
town and retired, some into the principal mosque, 
and others to tfie ditch near the gateway, under 
cover of the guns of the fort. The attack on the 
ravines was equally successful, but owing to the 
high spirit and bravery of the officers and men of 
the native battalions, who quitted the ravines, and 
gained the glacis, for the purpose of seizing the ene- 
my’s guns, the British battalions employed on this 
attack were exposed to a heavy fire of grape and 
matchlocks from the fort, and suffered a severe loss 
in men and officers. The enemy were entirely de- 
feated with 'the loss of six hundred men, and the 
British troops captured twenty-six guns, with several 
tumbrils. The remainder ot the enemy’s battalions, 
amounting to about two thousand five hundred men, 

after- 
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Afterwards agreed to surrender to <3tetrtr4l Lake* aod 
' marched into the British camp on the morning of 
the 1 3th of October. 

The Commander in Chiefs official details of this 
gallant action, and of the surrender of the enemy’s 
battalions on the l3t s h of October, are contained in 
the appendix to these notes. 

On the evening of the 1 3th of October, the garrison 
of the fort solicited a cessation of hostilities, for the 
purpose of negociating the terms of capitulation; and 
dispatched an European officer to the British camp, 
with, a letter signed by the principal native officers 
in the fort, stating the conditions on which they were 
disposed to surrender. The Commander in Chief 
immediately dispatched a British officer into the 
fort, for the purpose of finally adjusting the terms 
of the capitulation, but while that officer was 
actually engaged in the negociation, the firing from 
the fort recommenced, and the British officer re- 
turned to camp. In consequence of this treacherous 
act, the breaching batteries of the* British army 
opened on the morning of the 1 7 th, within three 
hundred and fifty yards from the fort. Considerable 
impression was made on' the walls of the fort by the 
fire of the batteries, whidh would soon have effected 
a practicable 1 breach, "and the ' fort capitulated on the 
night of the 17 th, The garrison, ^consisting of about 
five thousand men*Tnarched out at noon on the follow- 
ing day, when the place was immediately occupied by 
the British troops under the command of Colonel Mae 
©onaltl. ~ A large quantity of 6 tores and many gubs 
were found in the fortress of Agra, together with se*- 
verafmoney tumbrils, containing twenty-fobr lacs of 
rupees. 

. The capture of this fortress and of the important 
posts of Delhfand Muttra, secures the navigation of 
the river Jumna, and the possession .of a considerable 

trier 
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tract of country on the right bank of that river.- The 
Independent chieftains in that quarter are favourably' 
disposed to the British government; with several of 
the most*po‘wcrful of these chieftains, the Commander 
In Chief has, in conformity to the Governor General’s 
Instructions, already concluded treaties, by which 
their alliance and co-operation is effectually secured. 

The intelligence of the Happy termination of this 
branch of the brilliant campaign on the north-West 
frontier of Oude, was received at Fort William with 
sentiments ofjoy and admiration, proportionate to the*' 
public sense of the bravery, spirit, activity, and emi* 
tient talents manifested by General Lake, as well as of 
the valour, discipline, and persevering courage of 
the officers and men of the gallant army which, un* 
der his personal command, and imitating his illus* 
trious example, had accomplished with unexampled 
rapidity all the important services prescribed in the 
Governor General* s comprehensive plan of operations 
for this branch of the campaign. 

The British army marched from Agra on the. 27th 
of October, in pursuit of a force of the enemy, com* 
posed of fifteen of Monsieur Person’s regular batta* 
fions, (which had been detached by Scindiah from the 
Dekrfn in the early part of the campaign upder the 
command of Monsieur Dudernaiguej and of two 
battalions which had effected their escape from Del*, 
hi, after the battle of the 11th of September. Dur* 
itig the seige of Agra, this force occupied a position 
about thirty miles in the rear of the Britifh army, but 
made no attempt to interrupt the seige of.thatira* 
portaht fortress. The Commander in Chief war 
anxious to defeat this force because k was formfeed, 
with a numerous artillery, and because its object was. 
to proceed towards Delhi, for the purpose of attempt* 
ing the recovery of that important post. The exis* 
tcnce of so large a force of the enemy in^Hfndostan, 
tlanped those native chieftains who were disposed te 

P unite 
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unite with the British government, and encouraged 
ali those who might be adverse to our interests. 

A heavy fall of rain compelled the army to halt on 
the 28th at Kerowly, on the 2()th of Octobcrthe army 
marched to the north-west of FiUty pore Sikree. On 
the 301 h the army made a march of twenty miles, 
leaving the heavy guns and baggage in Futtyporc 
under the protection of two battalionss of native in- 
fantry from thc„4th brigade. 

On the 3 1 st of October, the army marched twenty 
miles, and encamped a short distance from the ground 
which the enemy had quitted the same morning. 
Possessed of this intelligence, the Commander in. 
Chief determined to make an effort to overtake the 
enemy with all the cavalry of the aritiy, intending to 
delay the enemy by a light engagement until the 
British infantry should be able to effect a junction 
with the cavalry in advance, and to take advantage 
of any confusion which might he occasioned by his 
attack to seize the enemy’s guns and baggage. 
With this view the Commander in Chief with the 
whole of the cavalry marched at twelve o’clock on 
the night of the 31st of October, and having perform- 
ed a march of twenty-five miles in little more than 
six hours, came up with the enemy about seven 
o’clock in the morning of the 1st November. The 
enemy’s force amounted to seventeen regular batta-r 
lions of infantry, (about QOOO men,)scvenly-twoguns, 
and from 4 to 5000 cavalry. Previously to the 
march of the British cavalry, orders were given for the 
infantry to follow at three o’clock in the morning. 

When the Commander in Chief at the head of the 
cavalry reached the enemy, they appeared to be on 
their retreat, and in such confusion, that the Com- 
mander in Chief was induced to try the effect of an 
attack with the cavalry aloud, without waiting the ar- 
rival of the infantry. By cutt ng the embankment 
of a large reservoir of water, the enemy had rendered 
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1 the road difficult to pass, and had availed themselves 
of this circumstance (which caused a considerable 
delay in the advance of the cavalry,) to occupy an 
advantageous position, having their right in front of 
the village of Las\yarce and thrown back upon a rivu- 
let (the banks of which were very high and difficult 
of access), their left upon the village of Mobaulpoor, 
'■and their whole' front concealed by high grass * and 
protected by a powerful line of Artillery. A cloud 
of dust, which had been raised by the movements of 
the cavalry, completely obscured the enemy, and pre- 
, vented the Commander in Chief from discovering 
( this change in their position ; General Lake there- 
fore proceeded in the execution of his original plan, 
(by which he hoped to prevent the retreat of the 
enemy and to secure their guns,) and directed the 
advanced guard and the 1st brigade of cavalry to 
move upon the point where the enemy had been ob- 
served in motion, but which proved to be the left of 
their new position. The remainder of . the cavalry 
was ordered to attack in succession as soon as they 
could form, after passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
Griffiths of his majesty’s 2()th dragoons (aid-dc-camp 
to the Governor General,) and of the 1 st brigade led 
by Colonel Vandelcur of his majesty’s 8th dragoons, 
was made with much gallantry. The enemy’s line 
was forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the vil- 
lage, and took possession of several of the enemy’s 
guns. The attacks of the brigades of cavalry and 
particularly of the 3d brigade under Colonel Macan, 
were conducted with the same spirit and with equal 
success. The fire however from other guns which 
the enemy still maintained, was so galling and de- 
structive, that it was found necessary to withdraw the 
cavalry out of reach of the enemy’s tire. The British 
cavalry retired in perfect order, retaining possession 
of a part of the enemy’s artillery. Several guns how- 
P 2 ever. 
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ever, which had been captured by the British cavalry* 
were abandoned from a want of draft bullocks. 

Colonel Vandeleur, who had manifested the great- 
est skill, judgment, and gallantry, was killed in this 
charge. During his command of the detachment 
which had been formed in the month of September 
1803. for the protection of the Doab of the Ganges 
and Jumna, this brave and accomplished officer dis- 
played considerable zeal and ability, and by his judi- 
cious movements compelled the enemy to make a 
precipitate retreat from the British territories. His 
death was universally deplored, and may justly be 
deemed a public loss. 

The British infantry having marched at three 
o’clock in the merning, arrived upon the banks of 
the rivulet about twelve o’clock at noon. After so 
Jong a march (twenty-five miles,) it was absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to refresh 
themselves, during which the, enemy sent a message 
to the Commander in Chief, offering on certain con- 
ditions to surrender their guns. • Anxious to prevent 
the further effusion of blood, the Commander in 
Chief directed a letter to be wriiten, acquiescing in 
their proposals, and allowing the enemy one hour to 
fulfil the conditions of surrender proposed by them- 
selves. 

In the mean while the necessary arrangements were 
adopted for a general attack on the enemy, as soon 
as the prescribed time should elapse. The British 
infantry was formed into two columns on \he left; the 
first composed of the right wing, under Major General 
Ware, was destined to assault the village of Mohaul- 
poor, and to turn the enemy’s right flank, which 
aince the morning had been thrown back, leaving a 
considerable space between it and the rivulet. The 
enemy bad formed their infantry into two lines, with 
their right thrown back, the first line to the eastward 
and covering the village of Mohaulpoor, apd the se- 
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cond to the westward of that village. Their cavalry 
was to the right of their position. The second column 
,of British infantry composed of the left wing, under 
Major General St. John was ordered to support the 
first column. The third biigade of cavalry under 
Colonel Macan was directed to support the infantry ; 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Vandcleur, with the second 
brigade of cavalry, was detached to the right of tho 
British army to watch the enemy’s left, to avail him- 
self of any confusion of the enemy’s line, and to 
attack them upon their retreat. 'The first brigade 
p f cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, (who 
succeeded to the command on the death of Colonel 
Vandcleur,) composed the reserve, and was formed 
• between the 9cl and 3d brigades. As many of the 
field pieces of the British army as could be brought 
lip, together with the galloper guns altached to the 
cavalry, formed four different batteries to support the 
attack of the infantry. 

At the expiration of the time which General Lake 
had allowed the enemy to determine on a vSurrender 
of their guns, no reply having been received from 
the enemy, the British infantry advanced to the at- 
tack, moving along the banks of the rivulet through 
high grass, and broken grout'd, which afforded cover. 
As soon as the British infantry became exposed to 
the enemy’s guns, the four British batteries com- 
menced their fire, and continued to advance, not- 
withstanding the superiority of the enemy’s artil- 
lery, both in number and weight of metal.. The 
cannonade on both sides was extremely severe, and 
maintained with great spirit and vigour. The ene- 
. my’s artillery was exceedingly well served, and they 
threw grape from large mortars, as well as from guns 
of a very heavy calibre. 

When the 76 th regiment, which headed the at- 
tack, had arrived within one hundred and fiftv paces 
of the enemy, they were so much exposed to the* 
enemy’s fire, and were losing men so fast, that the , 

Commander 
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Commander in Chief judged it preferable to proceed 
to the attack with that regiment, and as many of the 
native infantry (the 2d battalion of the 12th, and 
five companies of the l6th) as had closed •to the 
front, rather than to wait until the remainder of the 
column, which had been much impeded in its ad- 
vance, should be able to form, 

As soon as this small body of brave men arrived 
within reach of the enemy’s cannistcr shot, a most 
tremendous fire opened from the enemy’s artillery. 
The loss sustained by the British troops was very 
severe, and the heavy cannonade from the enemy’s 
line was sufficient alone to prevent a regular ad- 
vance ; at this moment, the enemy’s cavalry also at- 
tempted to charge, but was repulsed by the lire of 
this gallant body of British infantry; the enemy’s 
cavalry, however, rallied at a short distance, and as- 
sumed so menacing a posture, that the Commander 
in Chief ordered an attack from the British cavalry. 
Major Griffiths having at that instant been unfor- 
tunately killed by a cannon shot; this service was 
performed by his Majesty’s 2()th dragoons under 
Captain Wade, with the greatest gallantry and suc- 
cess, and in a manner highly honourable to every 
officer and trooper in that regiment. The remainder 
of the first column of the British infantry arrived in 
time to join in the attack of the enemy’s reserve, 
which was formed in the rear of their first line with 
its left upon the village of Mohaulpoor, and its right 
thrown back. 

About this time, Major General Ware fell dead 
by a cannon shot. He was a gallant officer, and his 
loss was deeply lamented. On his death, the com- 
mand of this column devolved upon Colonel Mac 
Donald, who though wounded, continued to con- 
duct himself in this important command, in a man- 
ner which was highly satisfactory to the Commander 
in Chief. 

The 
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The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the' 
last, and did not abandon their position until they ‘ 
had lost all their guns. Even then their left wing 
attempted to retreat in good order, but was frus- 
trated by his Majesty’s 2(}th regiment of dragoons, 
and the 6th regiment of native cavalry under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel John Vandeleur, 
of the 8th light dragoons, who broke in upon the 
enemy’s column, cut several to pieces, and drove' 
the rest in prisoners, with the whole of the enemy’s 
baggage. 

The loss which the British troops sustained in 
the achievement of this complete victory was 
severe. 

* Two thousand of the enemy were taken prisoners, 
and there is every reason to believe that the re- 
mainder of the enemy was destroyed on the field of 
battle. 

The enemy left in the possession of the British 
troops the whole of their bazars, camp equipage, and 
baggage, with a considerable number of elephants, 
camels, and upwards of ]600 bullocks; seventy-two 
pieces of cannon of different calibres, forty-four stands 
of colours, and sixty- foifr tumbrils completely laden 
with ammunition. Three tumbrils with money were 
also captured, together with fifty-seven carts laden 
with matchlocks, musquets and stores, and some ar- 
tificer’s carts. Several tumbrils with ammunition 
were blown up during the action, and 5000 stand 
of arms which had been thrown down by the enemy, 
were found on the field of battle. The whole of the 
ordnance "taken, with the exception of eight guns, 
was in excellent order, and perfectly serviceable, and 
alb the appointments of the enemy’s corps were of the 
first quality. 

The enemy displayed the most dcterminecl obsti- 
naejv and called forth the utmost exertions of the 
steadiness and valour of the gallant 76th regiment, 
supported by the remainder of the infaptry of the 

first 
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first column, and the repeated charges of the cavalry, 
Tlic resistance opposed by the enemy, was more de- 
termined than any opposition which the army undef 
General Lake had experienced since the commence- 
ment of the campaign. His Majesty’s 76th regiment 
on this memorable day, maintained the high reputa- 
tion which it had acquired on many former occasions* 
but especially in every occurrence of this glorious 
campaign. 

The victory however must be principally attributed 
to the admirable skill, judgment, heroic valour, an<J 
activity of the Commander in Chief, General Lake, 
whose magnanimous example, together with' the re- 
collection of his atchicvements at Coel, Aly Ghur, 
Delhi, and Agra, inspired general confidence and 
emulation. In the morning General Lake led the 
charge of the cavalry, and in the afternoon, con* 
ducted in person at the head of the 76th regiment* 
all the different attacks on the enemy’s line, and on 
their reserve posted in, and pear the village of Mo* 
haulpoor. On this day two horses were killed undef 
the Commander in ChieC The shot showered 
around him in every direction ; in the midst of the 
danger and slaughter which surrounded him, he dis- 
played not only the most resolute fortitude and ar- 
dent valour, but the utmost degeee of professional 
ability and knowledge, availing himself with admira- 
ble promptitude of every advantage presented by the 
enemy, and frustrating ev£ry effort of the enemy’s 
obstinacy and boldness. His masterly plans of attack 
during the action were carried into instantaneous 
execution by his unrivalled personal activity 5 and he 
appeared with matchless courage and alacrity in front 
of every principal charge, which he had planned 
with eminent judgment and skill. 

Tbe staff of the army distinguished themselves 
greatly, and merit the highest commendation. 
Among these one of the most distinguished was 
Major G. A. F. Lake, of his Majesty's 94th regiment, 

son 
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son to the Commander in Chief, who had attended 
his father in the capacity of aid-de-camp and mili- 
tary secretary throughout the whole campaign, and 
whose galhmtry and activity in executing his father’s 
orders, had been conspicuous in every service of dif- 
ficulty and danger. 

This promising young officer constantly attended 
his father’s person, and possessed the highest place 
in the Commander in Chiefs confidence and esteem. 

In the heat of the action, the Commander in Chiefs 
horse, pierced by several shot, fell dead under him. ' 
Major Lake, who was on horseback close to his fa- . 
ther, dismounted, and offered his horse to the Com- 
mander in Chief. The Commander in Chief refused, 
but Major Lake’s earnest solicitations prevailed. The 
Commander in Chief mounted his son’s horse, and 


Major Lake mounted a horse from one of the troops 
of cavalry. In a moment a shot struck Major Lake 
and wounded him severely in the presence of his a 
fectionate father. At this instant, the Command 
in Chief found it necessary to lead the troops agaii 
the enemy, and to leave his wounded son upon t 
field ; a more affecting scene never was presen' 
to the imagination, nor has Providence ever expo 
human fortitude to a more severe trial. Gen 
Lake, in this dreadful and, distracting moment, 
secuted his victory with unabated ardour. At ■ 
close of the battle, the Commander in Chief hat j 
satisfaction to learn that his son’s wound, aith 0 

extremely severe, was not likely to prove dange rc 

a confident hope is now entertained that ihisg a jj 
and promising young officer will be preserved to 
hance the joy of his lather’s triumph, and to sei f Ve 
King and country with hereditary honour. 

This splendid victory completes the subver s j qr 
Scindiah’s hostile power and formidable rcsou |^ es 
Hindostan, and of the French force, which cons 
tuted the main strength his army in that ( jyart. 

The battle vyas terminated by four o’clock -’p. j 
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•on the 1st November, when the victorious British 
army encamped with its left to the village of Las* 
waree, which is on the north bank of the rivulet, and 
its right to a village called Sirigrah. A battalion of 
infantry took charge of the prisoners, who were all 
assembled at the village of Sagepoorah, which is a 
very short distance to the eastward of the village of 
Mohaulpoor. Great part of the army had been under 
arms for sixteen hours, and had marched in the course 
of 48 hours a distance of more than sixty-five miles. 
The details of this important victory, together with 
the returns of the killed and wounded, and of the ord- 
nance captured, are annexed to these notes. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant events of the 
campaign against the confederate Marhatta chieftains 
and their French forces, every loyal subject of the 
British empire must remark with the most zealous 
emotions of just pride and national triumph, that in 
the course of an extensive and complicated syftem of 
military operations, the glorious success of the Bri- 
tish arms has been uniform in every part of India. 
The able and gallant officers and troops of his Ma- 
jesty’s service and of the several establishments of the 
three presidencies, have been actuated by equal senti- 
ments of public spirit and honour, and have co-oper- 
ated with equal ardour and success in an united effort 
to accomplish the objects of the allies. 

From .the 8th of August, the day on which hos- 
tilities commenced, to the 1st of November, the Bri- 
tish army has conquered all the possessions ofScin- 
diah in Guzerat, the city of Boorhanpoor in Can- 
deish, the province of Cuttack in Orissa, the Mar- 
hatta dominions between the Jumna and the (Ganges, 
the city of Delhi and the right bank of the Jumna, 
the city of Agra, and the adjoining territory; has 
reduced by storm the fortified town of Ahmed- 
nUggur, the forts of Alyghur, Baropch, and Cut- 
tack; and by capitulation, after having opened 
batteries, Jthe forts of Amednuggur, of Fowanghur, 
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and Cframponeer, the fort of Asseerghur, deno- 
minated the key of the Dekan, and the fort of.- 
Agra, denominated the key of Hincfostan ; and 
has defeated the enemy in three general engagements, 
at Delhi on the 1 ith of September, at Assye on the 
33d of September, and at Laswaree on the 1st No- 
vember ; having taken, according to the official re- 
turns, on the field of battle in those engagements and 
under the walls of Agra, two hundred and sixty- 
eight pieces of ordnance, five thousand stand of 
arms, two hundred and fifteen tumbrils and fifty-one 
stand of colours, with a large quantity of stores, 
baggage, camp equipage and ammunition. 

The official returns of the artillery, stores, &c. 
taken from the enemy have not yet been received, 
from Ahmednuggur, Baroach, the fort of Delhi, 
Firozebad, Champoneer, Powhanghur, Jalnahpoor, 
Cuttack, Boorhanpoor and Asseerghur, but the 
amount of the returns actually received of ordnance 
taken in the several forts exclusive of that taken on 
the field of battle, is four hundred and forty-five pieces 
of ordance , exclusive of tumbrils, stores, &c. making 
the total number of ordnance, of which returns have 
been received, captured from the 8 th of August to 
the 1st of November, seven hundred and thirteen . 

The progress and result of these successful opera- 
tions have restored his Highness the Peishwah to 
his sovereign authority atPoonah, and cemented our 
alliance with that Prince ; have secured the succes- 
sion of the legitimate heir of the sovereign Prince 
of the Dekan to the government of his deceased 
father the late Nizam ; have protected the British in- 
terests at Hyderabad from injury, have confirmed 
the stability of the treaties by which the French 
were expelled from the Dekan in 1798; and have 
delivered the aged, venerable, and unfortunate Em- 
peror of Hindostan from misery and ignominy, from 
indigence and bondage, and from the hands of the 
French. 


The 
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The achievements of General Lake, and Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley, combined with the admirable and 
exemplary conduct of the officers and troops during 
this campaign, more, particularly in the signal and 
splendid victories of Delhi, of Assye, and of Laswaree, 
must inspire a general sentiment of just confidence 
in the vigor of our military resources, and in the 
stability of our dominion and power. Our uniform 
success in frustrating every advantage of superior 
numbers, of powerful, artillery, and even of obsti- 
nate resistance opposed by the enemy, constitutes a 
satisfactory proof of the established superiority of 
British discipline, skill and valouf; and demonstrates, 
that the glorious progress of our arms is not the ac- 
cidental result of a temporary or transient advantage, 
but the natural and certain effect of a permanent 
cause. 

A confident expectation may be entertained, that 
under the pressure of accumulated defeat, with aggra- 
vated loss of resources, power, reputation, military 
strength, and dominion, in every quarter of India, 
the confederate Majhatta chieftains Dovvlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, must speedily be 
compelled to accede to such terms of pacification, as 
shall be calculated to deprive them of the means of 
disturbing our possessions, and of impairing the effi- 
cacy and stability of our alliances. 

Under such a general pacification, it is reasonable 
to expect, that with a considerable augmentation of 
the lustre and glory of the British arms in India, 
will be combined the accomplishment of a compre- 
hensive system of alliance and political connection in 
Hindostan, and the Dekan, calculated to promote 
the general tranquillity of India, to secure, on the 
most permanent foundations, the interest and do- 
minion of the British nation against the hostile at- 
tempts of any Indian or European power, and to de- 
stroy the last remnant of French influence in India. 

Appendix. 
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APPENDIX A. 


Notes relative to the Hijlory and Confutation of the 
Marhatta Empire , and to the principal Chieftains 
compofing the Marhatta Confederacy . 


T HE Marhatta Empire was founded by Seva- 
jee towards the middle of the feventeenth 


Century. Sevajee was the 
great grandfon* of Bhaugha 
Bhooflah, an illegitimate fon 


* RANA BHEEM, 
Prince of Oudipoor. 


(by an obfcure woman of a I 

tribe called Bhooflah,) of Rana. iije g idniate‘ U ton H T L RANA 


Bheem, a Rana of the Raj- 
poot .ftate of Oudipoor, who 
was defcended from the Ra- 
jahs of Chittore, the moft 
anticnt of the Hindoo Prin- 
ces ; Baugha Booflah aflumed 
the name of his mother’s 
tribe, which has since that 



period continued to be the 

Family name of his defendants, the Rajahs of 

Sattarah and of Berar. 


Bhaugha Bhooflah being negle&ed and ddpifed 
by his family oh account of his low origin on the 
female fide, retired in difguft from Oudipoor to 
the province of Candeifli in the Dekan, where he 
entered into the fervice of a Zemindar named Rajah* 
Ali Mohun, and became, guardian to the Rajah’s 
a 2 fon 
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fon until he had attained the age of manhood $ 
Baugha Bhooflah fubfequently quitted Candeifh, 
and purchafed a tra£t of land near the city of 
Poonah’, of which he became the Zemindar: In 
this fituatiop he died, leaving iffue Mauloo Jee, 
who entered into the fcj-vice of a Marhatta Chief 
named Jaddoo Roy, under whom he acquired great 
rank and influence. 

Soon after this period Mauloo Jee's fon, Shah Jee, 
itfas married to Jee Jaee, the only daughter of Jad* 
' $00 Roy, without the confent of the latter : from 
this marriage was born, in 16*8, Sevajee, the 
founder of the Marhatta Empire.. A difpute enfued, 
in confequence of this marriage, between Jaddoo 
Roy x and his fon-in-lawj and Shah Jee, being 
compelled by Jaddoo Roy to quit Ahmednuggur, 
(forming at that time the territory of Nizam Shah,) 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shah, King 
of Beejapoor, who gave him a Jagheer in the Car* 
natic, with the command of 10,000 horfe- 

Iti , confequence of feme difpute with his firft 
wife, (the daughter of Jaddoo Roy,) Shah Jee fe- 
parated from her, and married Toka Baee, by whom 
he had one fon, Ekojee, afterwards King of Tan- 
jbre. Shah Jee was killed in 1667 by ti fall from 
his horfe in hunting at Badnore, where a fplendid 
maufoleum was ejected to his memory. by his friend 
kundowla Khan, Minifter to the King of Beeja- 
poor, whofe interceffion, on a former occafion, faved 
Shah Jee from being buried alive, which punifh- 
ment he had been condemned to fuffer by the King 
of Beejapoor. 1 

Shan Jee was'fucce'eded by his'fon Sevajee, who 
difdaining the condition of a fubjeft, revolted, and, 
availing himfelf of the convulfions which at that 
time difturbed the kingdom of Bejapoor, became 
independarit. He died on the 5th of April x68o, 
leaving the inheritance of his domains, to his fon, 

Sambajee. 



$ 


Sambajee. At the period of Sevajee’s death, h?¥ 
territory extended from near Surat, along the fea 
coaft, to the vicinity of the Portuguefe diftri&s of 
Goa,, and as far inland as the range of hills which 
terminate the Table Land, and form \the eaftern 
boundary of the Kokan. 

Sambajee, the fecond Rajah of Sattarah, being 
at Parnala when his father died, a faflion endea- 
voured .to fecure the fucceffion to Rajah Ram, a fon 
of Sevajee by another wife. But Sambajee, fup- 
ported by the greateft part of the troops who had 
been the companions- ot his contefts with the forces 
of the Emperor of Hindoftan, eftaHlifhed his Sove- 
reignty, and. reigned until the end of June 1689, 
\yhen he was barbaroufly murdered by ptder of the 
Emperor Aurungzebe. . « 

To Sambajee fucceed^d his fon Sahojee, whofe " 
Minifter (the Pcifhw^h) Ballajee Bifliwarjaut, 
gained luch an afeendanejr over the, mind of his 
tnafter, as to perfuadc Sahoojee to delegate to him 
the exercife of all authority and power in the State 
all orders and every detail of Government iffued 
immediately from the Peifhwah, who received from 
the Rajah' the title of Mookh * Perdhaun, or Chief 
Civil Minifter. This form of Government has fuh- 
fifted to the prefent period, and on the death of 
a Peifliwah, his fucceffor "is invefted by the Rajah 
of Sattarah with the enfigns of office. During the 
latter part of Sahojee's reign, Sahojee ihut himfelf 
up in Sattarah, and his perfon and government- 
were almoft forgotten. Sahojee married a perfon 
named Tara Bace„ but having no children by her, 
he adopted -his brother Purfojee’s great grandfon, 
Moodajee Booflah, whofe difpofitioh, however, was 

' * The word Pundit is a defignation exclufivcly confined to firamins,and> 

was an adjund to the family name of the Peilhwahs. The word Peifliwah 1 
is Perfian, and is synouUnous with Mook'h. The latter term aloni is engra- 
ven on the Peifi* wall's >beah 
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confidered fo be fo tyrannical, that Sahojee was 
compelled to difmifs him; and he therefore fent 
for janojee, the elder brother of Moodajee, who 
was on his way to Sattarah, when Sahojee died in 
1740; after a reign of fifty years. _ During this pe- 
riod, the Marhattas, after having overrun and plun- 
dered almoft every part of Hindoftan, excepting 
Bengal, , extended their territories from the Weftern 


Sea to Oriffa, and from Agra to the Carnatic, fortn- 
inga tra&of near one thoufand miles long; by feyCrc 
‘hundred wide, and including fome of the richeft 
and moll fertile provinces of the peninfula of India. 
The Capital of the Empire was eftablillied at Satta- 
rah, a fortrefs fituated about fifty miles fouth-eaft of 
Poonah, and near the 1 8th degree of north latitude. 
The defcendants of Sevajee have finCe been dif- 
tinguilhed by the title of the Rajahs of Sattarah. 

SEVAJEE, the FounSer of the f Sahogee W as 

Marhatta Empire.' illCCjeeded by 

' * j * his coufm, 

— j j Ram Rajah, 

Sambajee, • Rajah Ram the fourth Ra- 

Sattarah. supplant his J ah Of batta- 

J j 1 half brother rah, and fon 

l. Sahojee, a. Pursojee, 3. Kanojee, but was dc- ofRajahRam,- 
3d Rajah of Bukihi under . Sambajee, feated ; died will) h&S alrCH- 
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married Ta- Sahojee, kil- Ranojee. in the Car- been 1 ) 0 tH 

ra Baee,who led at Delhi. natic. ced, 3 S «l COm- 

adopted | J. r 
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killed in DOWer with 

Oude during K -f r . 
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f&B*ee,who led at Delhi, 
adopted | 

Ram Rajah: Vimbajee, 
killed in 
Outfe during 
, his father's 
life time. 

I 

Ragojee # 
Booilah, 1 ft 
Rajah, of Be- 
rar. 

dow Tara Bace. 



r 


Prince, the Peifhwah Bajee Rao, the fori of Ball®* 
je& Bifhwahnaut, already mentioned, ufurped the 
whole power of his mailer. At that time Ragojee 
Booflah, the anceftor of the prefent Raiah of Berar, 
was the Bukfhi, or Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, and, as such, held the Province of Befar 
in Jagheer. Wberi Bajee Rao ufurped the autho- 
rity of the Rajah of Sattarah, Ragojee Bhooflah 
proceeded to Berar, and there eftabliftied an inde- 
pendant government. It appears, however, that 
he continued to acknowledge the fupremacy Of 
the Rajah of Sattarah, and the authority or the 
office of Peiffiwah, as the civil executive authority 
of the State. 

This violent partition of the Empire by its prin- 
cipal Minifters, encouraged the ufurpation of others, 
fo that in a few years, the State, from an abfohjte 
Monarchy, (as eftablifiied by Sevajee,) became a 
mere confederacy of Chiefs, the principal of whom 
are the Peifhwah, the Rajah of Berar, and the fa- 
milies of Scindiah, Holkar, and the Guikwar. There 
are fome Jagheerdars and Chieftains of inferior 
note,* to the fouthward of Poonah, of whom an 
account wjll be exhibited at the conclufion of the 
Appendix. The family of Scindiah efiablifhed 
themfelves in Malwa and Candeifh, and afterward* 
extended their conquefts over a great part of the 
Rajpoot Principalities, and of the northern parts of 
Hindoftaq. The largeft part of Guzerat was feized 
by the Guikwar family, while the Holkar family 
eftabfifhed themfelves in thofe parts of the province t 
of Malwa which did not belong to the families of 
the Peifhwah and of Scindiah. 

Although the Chieftains enumerated in the pre- 
ceding paragraph, are independant of each other, 
they all acknowledge the office of Peifhwah to be 
the legitimate executive authority of the Marfyatfa 
Rmpire. and admit the fqpremacy of the Rajah of 

§attarah. 
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Sattafcab. Since, the afcenfifcn of Etyjee Rao* (the 
firll Peiflnyah,) however, the Rajah of Sattarah has 
never Keen a party to any public a£t$ or alliances ; 
find foreign States, finding tne Peilhwah in pofleffion 
of the executive power and authority of the State, 
have, in ail tranfaftions of the Marhatta State, treated 
with him as the legitimate Head of the Empire, 
The defeendants of Sevajee however are (till 
treated with attention and refpefh No Peilhwah 
can enter upon the execution of his office without 
deceiving a drefs of honour from the Rajah of Sat- 
tarah, When the Peilhwah takes the field in per- 
fon, he muft previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah of Sattarah. The country in the 
vicinity of Sattarah enjoys an exemption from mili- 
tary depredations of all kinds ; and whenever l any 
Cbie£ enters this diftrifr, all the enfigns of power 
and command are laic| afide, and the nag&ra, or 
great drum of the Empire, , ceafes to beat. Thefe 
marks of refpedt alone diftinguith the condition of 
the nominal Sovereign of the Marhatta Empire from 
that of a prifoner of ftate. The Rajah of Sattarah 
has long been confined in the fortrefs of that name 
upon a contrafted allowance. 

By the conftitution thus eftablifhed, the exclufive 
right of concluding treaties and engagements with 
foreign powers in the name of the Marhatta Em- 
pire, muft be confidered to be inherent in the fu- 

f reme executive authority of fhe State; and the 
eilhwah a&ing in the name, and under the often- 
^fible fan&ion of the nominal Head of the Empire* 
*has undoubtedly a right to conclude treaties which 
fhall be obligatory upon the firbordipate Chieftains 
and Feudatories, witpout their concurrence, * But 
thefe Chieftains have acquired power by the .weak* 
pefsof the Peilhwah’s Government, and are in fail* 
become ^dependant* although they continue to ac* 

kuQWledgq 
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knowledge' the Pelfhwah as the executive Minifter 
of State. 

‘ They pofle r s no acknowledged right however to 
conclude feparate engagements with foreign dates, 
unlefs the tacit permilhori to make conquefts* 
fliould be thought to confer that right ; but even 
in this cafe it mud alfo be^ inferred, that they have 
not the right to conclude engagements affe&Ing the ' 
Peifhwah’s fuprqmacy. They are b6und to pay al- 
legiance to the Peifhwah, and are, to every intent, 
officers and fhbjeQs of the Marhatta State, of which 
the Peifhwah is the fupreme executive authority/ 
Under thefe circumdances, the lead which can 
be inferred is, that the "Pei 111 vv ah has a right to 
* conclude engagements with a foreign date without 
confuting the Feudatory Chieftains, provided thofe 
engagements do not affe£l the feparate rights and 
inrerefts of thofe Chieftains. If the conftitution of 
the Marhatta Empire, a$ edabliflied by Bajee Rao, 
the fird Pei/hwah, be referred to as the dandard for* 
deciding the queftion, the Peifhwah’s rights may 
be cOnfidered even more extenfive. On ‘the other 
hand, in proportion as the Feudatory Chieftains de- 
claim the fupremacy of the Peifhwah, they have 
lefs right to 'interfere in any degree in the Peilh- 
wah’s concerns; and the Peilhwah mud be confi- 
dered as an independant date, at liberry to contrail 
with a foreign power any engagements which he 
may deem beneficial to his own iritereds. In both 
cafes; the Feudatory Chieftains can have no^ pre- 
tence to interfere in his arrangements, or to’ con-? 
troul his intercourfe with foreign dates. 


* When the province of Mahva was afllgned ‘ to Holkar and 
Scindiah for the payment of their troops, it was ftipulated that of 
the conquelts' which they might atebieve, one portion (hould belong 
to the pc^hwah, and another portion to Holkar and Scindiah re* 
fpe&ively, ' 4 

b The 
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. The fituauon of Berar however, with relation to* 
<thePei(hwab, certainly differs from that of the other' 
provinces comprehended in the Marhatta State. The * 
province.of Berar formed a part of the dortfiriion of 
Sattarah under Barn Rajah. That province was 
then afljgne&to theB.ukftii, or Commander in Chief 
pf the Forces, for .the payment of the army. At 
that period of time RagOjee Bhooflah, Jthe firft Ra- 
jah of Berar, held the office of Bukfhi ; and it does 
not appear that he ever chofe to confider himfelf as 
totally independant of the State of Sattarah. . This 
was diftated partly by policy, and partly by a dread 
of the fuperior power of the Peilhwah. Ragojee 
had pretenfions (founded on 
ragOjee bhooslah, his defcent) to the State of 
ift Rajah o Berar. Sattarah, after the death of 

— > Ram Rajah, who had no if- 

M.OBAJ... fue - The prefervatiori of his 

< -v ' nominal fabordination to the 


_ .. J - „ State of Sattarah favoured the 

- Racojce, the prcfent Ra* • , 

. jah of Berar. eventual accomphihnient of 

tholk pretenfions, but the 
dread of the fuperior power of the Peilhwah pre- 
vented their ultimate fuccefs. 

Under thefe circumftancej, it cannot be fuppofed. 
that the Rajah of Berar confidered himfelf to be 
fubordinate to the Peilhwah, although it was his 
intereft to aft with him on important occalions as a 
member of that Empire, of which the Peilhwah 
ins the executive civil authority. On, occalions of 
meeting, between them, the Rajah of Berar . was 
treated, in conference of his delcent, as a fugeripr 
in rank ; and in the capacity of the fir'll conftituent 
Member of the Empire, claimed the right of fending 
to the Peilhwah a drefs of. honour on his accdlion 


to office." _ 

The fame fyftara has continued until the prefent 
period. The Rajah, of Berar ftill maintains his pre- 
, : a tenlions 
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•tenfionsto be Rajah, of Sattarah, and fortiori, to 
the office of Peifhwah on the fame grounds as the 
firft Rajah of Berar. On thefe grounds* the Rajah 
of Berar alfo founds his pretenfions to be eonfulted 
in the cohclufion of an alliance between the.Peilh- 
wah and any foreign ftate. 

The juftice of thefe pretenfions however has 
never been admitted. The Rajah of Berar mult be 
confidered either as the Commander in Chief of the 
Forces of the Empire, or as an independant ftate.* 

As Commander of the Forces, Ragojee Bhoo- 
flah, the firft-Rajah, could not claim the right to be 
confulted by his fovereign, the Rajah of Sattarah, on 
the conclufion of foreign alliances; and the Rajah 
of Sattarah had the power undoubtedly to conclude 
luch alliances without the confent of the Com- 
mander in Chief of his Forces. If the queftion Be 
not tried bj*the original conftitution of the Mar- 
hatta Empire, (namely that conftitution under which 
the Rajah of {Sattarah was the Head of the Empire, 
and Ragojee Bhooflah the Commander in Chief of 
the Forces), it muft be decided by the rights of long 
acknowledged and aftuaf power ; and under that 
view of.the cafe, the Peifhwah's independance muft 
be admitted equally with that of the Rajah of Berar. 
. In either cafe, therefore, the right of the Peifhwah to 
contraft foreign alliances without the fconfent of 
the Rajah of Berar cannot be difputed. 

In concluding this difcuflion on the nature of the 
x conftitution of the Marhatta Empire, it may be ufi^ 
ful to exhibit fome account of the powers who have 
been mentioned in the Notes to which this Paper 
forms an Appendix. 

ill. The Peifhwah. The wifdom and policy of 
Bajee Rab, the firft Peifhwah, firmly eftablifhed 
in his family the power which he had ufurped; and 
accordingly, at his death no oppofition was made to 
the fucceffioA to the office of Peifhwah of his eHeft 
2 fon 



fort Ballajee Bajee Rao, who died in 1761, leaving - 
three fons (Bifhwas Rao, who was killed in the 
battle of Panniput' in 1762,) .Madhoo Rao,, ind* 
Narain Rao. Madhoo Rao, the fecond fon, fuc- 
.ceeded to , the Mufnudof Poonah on his father’s 
death, and dying in November 1772, was fuc- 
ceeded by his brother Narain Rao, who, in Auguft 
1 773, was affaflinated by his paternal uncle Rago- 
jnaut Rao, better known by the name of Ragobah. 
A few months after this event, Narain Rao’s widow 
was delivered of a fon, who was named Sevajee 
Madhoo Rao, and who afeended theMufnud, on 
which he,continued until his death’, which was oc- 
cafioned, in O&ober 1795, a fr° m bhe ter- 
race of his palace. 

On the death of the fecond Madhoo’ Rao, Chim- 
najee Appa, the younger fon of Ragobah, was 
raifed to the Mufnud, but was afterwards depof^d, 
and fucceded by his elder brother Bajee Rao, the 
prefent Peifhwah, who is the eldeft legitimate fon of 
the late Raggbah. During the reign of the fecond 
Madhoo Rao, Bajee Rao, the prefent Peithwah, 
and his brother, were confined in the fort of Ju- 
neer near Poonah. ’ 

After a calamitous reign of fix years, during 
which Bajee Rao* the.prefent Peifhwah, was, in the. 
firlt inftance, deprived, by the violence and ambition 
of Doyvlut Rao Scindiah, of the due exeroife of his 
authority, and. kept in a ftate of the utmoft degra- 
dation and reftraipt, and afterwards depofed and 
compelled by Jefwunt Rao Hoikar, on the;&5th Oc- 
tober, to abandon his capital city of Poonah, and to 
take refuge in th - Britifh territories; thePei'hwah, by 
the treaty ol Baffein, was reftored to the full enjoy- 
ment of his rights and legitimate power on the found- 
ation of the fupporc of the Britifh Government. The 
treaty of Baffein being exclufively of a .defenlive 
nature, impofes no rdiraint upon, any ftate of 

. power/ 
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•power,' 'which {hall refpeSt the rights and pqfFeffions 
of the: Britilh' Government and Its allies; nor can 
any right or power to interfere in the internal con- 
cefns.of arty of the Marhatta Chieftains, be derived 
from the ftlpulatiorts of that treaty, beyond the li- 
mits of the Peilhwah’s legitimate authority, to main- 
tain which, is equally the duty of his fubje£ts, feu- 
datories, and allies/ 

The refult of thefe confiderations, combined with 
an attentive obfervation of the facts and arguments 
dated in the notes to which thrs paper forms an 
appendix ; of the conduct of the Britilh Govern- 
ment towards the Peilhwah, towards the Nizam, 
and towards all its allies, demonftrates in the molt 
fatisfactory and incontrovertible manner, that in con- 
cluding the Treaty of Baflfein with the Peilhwah, 
the views and intentions of the Britilh Government 
» have been juft, amicable, and moderate; that the 
real and legitimate power of the Peilhwah is effec- 
tually fecured by this alliance; and that under the 
operation of his engagements with the Britilh Go- 
vernment, the *Pei(h wah may confidently expeft to 
enjoy that tranquillity and fecurity, accompanied by 
refpeft and honour, which he has never experienced 
under the oppreffive influence of his owrt fubjects, 
fervants, or Feudattofy Chieftains, and which he 
never could have attained by the aid of any other 
Hate or power. 

2d. Jefwunt.Rao Holkar. 

Mulhar Rao Holkar, the founder of this family, 
was an Officer in the fervice of the fiirft Peilhwah 
Rajee Raoj and .was one of the earlieft Marhatta 
ddyenturers in the expeditions to the northward.-, 
He received, about the year 1736, a portion of the, 
province of Malwa in Jagheer ; and died in 1766 at 
Mulhar Ghur, ,a fmall forirefs in one of his Jagheers, 
fitiiated .about forty miles from Calpee. Mulhar 
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Ra o Holkar* was fucceeded by his nephew Tucko- 
iee Holkar, who died on the 15th Auguft, 1797, 
leaving two legitimate fons, the^eideft named Cafhy 
Rao, and the younger, Mulhar Rao 5 and two illegi- 
timate fons, Eithojee Holkar, and the prefent Chief* 
tain Jefwunt Rao Holkar. The capital of the Hol- 
kar territories in Malwa was cftahlifhed at Indore, 
a city about thirty miles South East of Ougeim 
The revenues of the Holkar family, previous to the 
commencement of the late- difturbances in the pro- 
vince of Malwa, were eftimated to amount to eighty 
lacks of rupees, or about one Million fterling. 

Some time previoufly to the death. bf Tuckoiee 
Holkar, that Chief .obtained from the Peifliwah a 
.Khelautf of inveftiture for his eldeft fon Cafliy Rao 
Holkar, as legitimate fucceflbr to the territorial pot* 
t feflions of the Holkar family. A Jagheer to the 
annual amount of ten lacks of Rupees, was however 
fettled on Tuckojee’s youngerdegitirhate fon Mulhaf 
Rao, but no provifion was made for the illegitimate 
children, Jefwunt Rao and Eithojee, who were left 
entirely dependant op Cafliy Rao Holkar. ' 

Soon after the deceafc of Tuckojee Holkar, in 
1797, difputes arofe between Cafliy Rao and Mul- 
liar Rao, the latter claiming an equal divifion of his 
father’s territories with Cafliy Rao, and both bro- 
thers repaired to the court of Poonah, for the pur- 


• The anceftor of Mulhar Rao appears tQ have been too obfeure 
a perfon to have. excited any enquiries. Mulhar Rao had one fog, 
named Khtmdeh Rao, who was killed about the year 1754, at 
Jkcg, in a battle againft the Jat Chief Soorooj Mui. Khundeh' 
Rao had' attained the twenty. eighth year of his age, and had no 
ffliie, but left a widow named Aheela Baee, y> ho died about, five 
years ago, at Choka Meyhafur on the iRrth bank of the Nerbudda. 
She had a Jagheer allotted to her fupport, yielding an annual reve- 
l>oe of ft. teen lacks of rupees. » 

, i* Khelaut is a dreis of honour, conferred by a ftrperior pn an 
inferior, on occafions of acceSon to office, or as a mark of honour. 

' pofe 
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E ofe of referring their claims; to the decifiori of his 
ighneft the Peilhwah. ' 

On their arrival at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
With a view of ufurping thepoffeflronsof the family, 
and, it is faid, in confideration of & payment of fix 
lacks of rupees, and of Cafliy Rao’s renunciation 
of a claim on the late Madhajee Scindiah to the 
extent of fixty lacks of rupees, efpoufed the caufc of 
Caihy Rao Holkar, and made a fudden and unex- 
pected attack in the mouth of September 1797, 
Mulhar Rao, Whom he flew with moftot his ad- 
herents. 

Jefwunt Rao and Eithbjee Holkar had both at- 
tached themfdvcs to the intereft of Mulhar Rao, 
and were at Poonah at the period of Mulhar Rao’s 
death. Jefwunt Rao immediately fled to Nagpore, 
where he remained for fome time: Eithojee fled to 
Calapoor, where he was taken while in the commit 
fion of hofiilities, fent to Poonah, and put to death* 
The perfon of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, at the. in- 
fiance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was alfo fecured by 
the Rajah of Berar, but Jefwunt Rao having found 
means to effect, his efcape from Nagpore, fled to 
Meyhafur on the Nerbudda, and afiembled forces, 
with .which he gained feveral advantages againft 
the troops of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who remained 
at Poonah for the purpofe of carrying into execu- 
tion his violent and ambitious fchemes againft the 
Peifhwah’s authority and government. " 

- Dowlut Rao Scind'ah however feized the perfon 
of Khundeh Rao, the ihfant and pofthumous fon of 
Mulhar Rao, (born a fhort time after Mulhar Rao’s 
death, in September 1797,) and pretended to go- 
vern the pofieffions of the Holkar fanaily in the 
name of Cafliy Rao, whom Scindiah (fince the 
death of Mulhar Rao) had kept in a ftate of depen- 
dance. , It is probable however that Scindiah’s pfin* 
cipal motive, in fecuring the perfon of khundeh 



. Holkar, was to obtain the entire contrdu! of tfi£ 
affairs of the Holkar family, to administer the go- 
vernment of their poffeffioas in the name of the 
(amily, but to appropriate the revenues to his own 
ufe.' 

Both CafliyRao and Jefwunt Rao foon became 
fallible of the views of Scindiah, and were io deeply 
impreffed with the neceflity of preventing their ac- 
complilhment, that they agreed to reconcile their 
'differences, as the only means of keeping the Hol- 
kar poffeffions in the family. * ■ 

A long conteft enfued between Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and Jefwunt Rao Holkar, and continued 
until the commencement of the year ,180a, when 
Holkar appears to have determined to change his 
plan of hoftilities, and to make Poonah the theatre 
of his operations. Cafhy Rao Hollar had at this 
period of time refolved to maintain a ftrift neutra- 
lity in the difputes between Jefwunt Rao and 
Scindiah, and Jefwunt Rao now aflerted that Khun- 
deh Rao (the , fon of Mulhar Rao) was the legiti- 
mate head of the Holkar family. Jefwunt Rao ac- 
cordingly infilled that K^hundeh Rao thould be 
rele'afed from confinement and acknowledged as 
the head of the family by Scindiah, and that the 
territory of the Holkar family ihould be committed 
to Jefwunt Rao’s management, as Minifterlo his 
nephew Khtindeh Rao. 

Holkar’s oflenfible motive in proceeding to Poo- 
nah, was .to afiert the rights Of his nephew, and to 
obtain from the Peifhwah, as legitimate Head of the 
Empire, a decifion in his favour. But the real views 
of Holkar -appear to have been directed to a more 
important object. The weaknefs of the Peifihwah’s 
government, and the entire annihilation of his autho* 
rity.vby Scindiah, tad left the Peithwah no meads of 
©ppojing - Holkar, or of compelling Scindiah tofur-,. 
reader the. perfon of Khundeh Rao into the hands 
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*>£ Holkaf; and Holkar naturally concluded, 4hat 
the moft feyere blow which he could ftrike againft 
$ciiidiah’£ power, was to deftroy Scindiah’s afceri- 
dancy at Poonah, and to convert the authority of 
the Peifhwah’s name into an ufeful inftru'ment for 
Kis own aggrandizement. 

With thefe views, towards the middle of the year 
j8'o 2, Jefwunt Rao Holkar proceeded with a large 
force towards Poonah. Scindiah had been com- 
pelled (in the month of December 1800, by Hol« 
kar’s hoftile movements,) to quit Poonah tori:he 
protection of his poffeffions in Malwa, and was at 
Ougein whqn Holkar commenced his march towards 
Poonah. Being fenfible, however, of the danger to 
which he was expofed, by Holkar’s movement to- 
wards Poonah, Scindiah detached a force under the 
command of Suddafheo Bhow, which reached the 
vicinity of Poonah at the clofe of the' month of Sep- 
tember, and afterwards effected a junction with the 
troops belonging to the Peifhwah, A general 
aftlon enfued on the 25th Oftober, 1802, in which 
Suddafheo Bhow was entirely defeated, and Jefwunt 
Rao Holkar became mafter of the city of Poonah, 
and of the Peilhwah’s government. Jefwunt Rao 
Holkar having committed no aft of hoflility 
againft the Britifh Government, has hitherto been 
confidered as a,, friend. In the courfe of the late 
tfanfaftions, Holkar has more than once folieited 
the advice and affiftance of the Britifh Government, 
and expreflly intimated a wifh for the' mediation of 
,the Britifh Refident at the court of Poonah for the 
purpofe of effecting an accommodation with the 
Peifhwah, and of adjufting his demands on Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. Under inftruftions from the Gover- 
nor General, Colonel Clofe, the Refident, aftually 
endeavoured to perfuade the Peifhwah to offer Juch 
<Qnceflions to Holkar as might induce thatChief- 
tajn to tomjprqmiftp, the fubfifting differences j but 
the Peiflfwah has hitherto manifested' ah mfuperajde 
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averfion fo offer any conceffion to Holkar, whom hef 
confiders to be a rebel againft the legitimate, autho- 
rity of the fovereign executive power of the Mar* 
hatta Empife. , 

If any argument is required to confirm the policy ■ 
of the. late engagements which were concluded at 
Baffein between the Peifhwah and the Britifh GoV 
vernment, it may be found in a confideration of the 
a£Uial ftate of Holkar’s power, and of the territories 
of the Peifhwah, at the period when the Governor 
General interpofed the power of the Britifb Go- 
vernment for the recovery of the Peifhwah’s juft au- 
thority, and for the fecurity againft the dangers of 
contiguous anarchy and con'fufion, of the dominions 
of the Company, and of its allies and dependants, 
particularly thofe of the Nizam and the Rajah of 
,Myfore. 

After the power of the Peifhwah had been anni- 
hilated bv the fuccefs of Holkar againft the united 
arms of the Peifhwah and Dowlut Rao Scindjah, it 
could not be expe&ed that his Highnefs would have 
been reftored to the efficient exercife of his autho- 
rity, either by Jefwunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut ' 
Rao Scindiah, 

The defign of Holkar to engrofs the whole power 
and authority of the ftate of Poonah, was demon- 
ftrated by his a£tual ufurpation, and by the, project 
which’he formed, and endeavoured to accomplifh, 
of placing on the Mufnud of Poonah a new Peifh- 
wah, or of reftoring Bajee Rao to the Mufnud, under 
circumftances of reftraint, which would have fe-‘ 
cured to Holkar the , whole military power ahd civil 
authority of the ftate. It cannot be doubted that 
motives of ambition and inveterate enmity againft 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, would, in that event, have 
induced Jefwunt. Rao Holkar to direct his arms 
againft the poffeflions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah ; and 
the acceffion of military -power and refources, which 
Holkar would have acquired by the . permanent 

‘ ’ eftabUfh- 
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eftablfthment of his authority in the ft^te of Poonah, 
would probably have enabled him to profecute his 
views of conqueft with fuccefs. 

If, on the other hand, the arms of DowluHlao 
Scindiah had ultimately triumphed over, thofe of 
Holkar, the power and refources of the ftate of 
Poonah, together with thofe of Holkar, would have 
been added to thofe of Scindiah ; and a ftate would 
have been formed in the hands of Scindia, compre- 
hending nearly the whole Marhatta dominion (with' 
the exception of Berar), and poffefling the nominal 
authority of the Peifhwah, and of the Moghul, with 
a confiderable revenue, abundant military refourc.es, 
a powerful artillery, and a numerous army, under 
the difcipline and command of French officers/ . 

No ultimate iffue of the diftraflions that time 
exifting in the Marhatta Empire, could therefore 
reafonably be fuppofed, which would not have con- 
folidated under one head, a degree of power and 
dominion dangerous to the Britifli Government, to 
the extent ip which the balance of contending in- 
terefts in the Marhatta Empire fhould have been 
difturbed, and in proportion to the means which a 
power fo confolidated would pofiefs, of eventually 
co-operating with the Government of France in hos- 
tile defigns againft the Britifli Empire in India. 

The convulfions in the Marhatta ftate might pof- 
ftbly have continued for fome time, and might have 
afforded a temporary fecurity to the Britifli Govern- 
ment againft any hoftile defigns on the part of the 
Marhattas, either ftngly or united with an European 
power. But the effe&s of fucli confufion muft 
fpeedily have extended to the contiguous dominions 
of our Ally the Nizam, and ultimately to thpfeof 
the Company, and would have compelled the Britill) 
Government to engage in the conteft, ' 

The cftablifliment of Holkar’s power at Poonah 
would probably .have occafiened demands on the 
Q% . . part - 
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part of that C!hieftain upon fife Highnefs the Nizam* 
but, even und$r a contrary fuppofition, it is demoti- 
ftrable from the ftate of the country, that Holkar 
could not long have maintained an army in the 
Dekan, without invading the dominions either of the 
Nizam or of the Company. 

The territory around Poonah, to a eonfiderable 
extent, having been entirely defolated by the troops 
of 'Holkar, that Chieftain would have been com- 
pelled to invade the territory of the Nizam, or to 
penetrate into the country fituated to the fouthward 
of the. river Kiftna, for the fubfiftence of his numcr- 
ous troops and followers. 

• The adoption of the latter alternative would have 
retarded, for fome time, the 1 predatory incorfions of 
Holkar’s troops into the territory of the Nizam or of 
the Company ; but when the immediate refources of 
the Peifhwah’s fouthcrn provinces fhould have been 
exhaufted, Holkar would have been compelled to 
draw the means of fubfiftence for his troops from the 
plunder of the Company’s contiguous territories* on 
the refources of which ,we muft principally have de-* 
pended for the ^fupply of our troops in the conteft* 
which that irruption would have rendered inevi- 
table*. If, therefore, the Britifli Government had 
not adopted meafures for the reftoration of the Peifli- 
wah’s authority, either the Company’s territories, or 
thofe of our ally the Nizam, would have been ex- 
pofed to all the evils of war, while neither the 
Coriipany nor the Nizam uhder fuch circumftances, 
could have poflefled the means, which both now 
command, of averting the war fitun their own do- 
minions, and of accelerating its ptofperous conclu- 
sion by a vigorous fyftem of attack upon the enemy. 

The reftoration of the Peiftiwah, therefore, under 
the proteflion of'the Britifli power, was a meafure - 
indifpenfably requifite for the defence,, riot only of 
the territories of our allies, but of put o\yh pvffef- 
i ' lions 



lions bordering the Marhatta dominions in the pe* 
pinfula ^>f India, 

3d. Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Ranojee Scindiah, the founder of this family*, wa$ 
born at rutteelee near Poonalvand ferved fir It under 
a Chief, named B^jee Rao, who commanded the 
body guard of Bajee Rao, the firft Peifhwah, and 
grandfather to the prefen t Peifhwah. From this 
inferior ftation, he gradually rofe in the fervice of 
Bajee Rao the Peifhwah, and afterwards accom- 
panied him in the expedition, which was under-* 
taken at the clofe of the reigri of Rajah Sahoojeo 
againft the province of MaJwa. This province was 
afterwards divided into three parts, of which the 
firft was allotted to B^jee Rao, the Peifhwah, the 
fecond to the Rajah of Sattarah, the third to the 
family of Holkar. ,As a reward for the fervice* 
which Ranojee Scindiah rendered in the expedition 
again# Malwa, Bajee Rao granted a confiderablo 
portion of the (hares belonging to hiinfelf and to the 
Rajah of Sattarah, to Ranojee Scindiah, which grant 
was afterwards confirmed in Jagheer to his defend- 
ants, by the Rajah of Sattarah. On the death of 
Ranojee Scindiah, Madhajce Scindiah 4 , his fifth fon, 
fucceeded to the management of his patrimonial 
inheritance, of which Ougein was the capital, and 
by a train of fuccefsful operations, was enabled t<* 
appropriate to himfelf a confiderable part of tbe^ 
province of Malwa, belonging to the government of 
Poonah, as well as to extend his domains over a 
great p^irt of Hindoftan, and of the Rajpoot ftates ; 
and to obtain pofleflion of the perfon and nominal^ 
authority of the Great Moghul, of whom he was the 
oftenfible Minifter. 

Madhajee Scindiah died on the 12th February 
1^94, without ma^e iffue, and was fucceeded oiftl^d 
of March following, by his nephew and adopted (on, 

* Dowlut 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whofe violence, rapacity, 
and fawlefs ambition, have been the main caufes of 
the prefent War with the confederate' Marietta 
Chieftains. . / 

4th. Ragojee Bhooflah. 

' 'The anceftor of the present Rajah of Berar, the 
firft Ragojee Bhooflah, died in 1749, and tranf- 
mitted his Government * to his fon Janojee, who 
dying in 1772, left his inheritance to the prefent 
Rajah, the fon of Janojee’s younger brother Mood- 
hajee Bhooflah. This occationed a contention be- 
tween Janojee’s brothers Sabajee and Moodhajee. 
The former claimed the .Government in right of 
priority of birth, and the latter as father and guar- 
dian'of the adopted child. They were accordingly 
engaged in hoftility until the death of Sabajee, who 
was killed in an engagement with his. brother on 
the 27th January 1775. From that period the 
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Government of Berar was holden by Moodhajeo^ 
Bhooflah *, who died at an advanced age on the 
19th May 1788, and was fucceeded by his fohRa- 
jgojee Bhooflah, the prefent Rajah of Berar. , 

The views which this Chieftain, and Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah are known to have entertained with refpe& 
to the fupreme authority of the Marh'atta State, 
afford the means of forming a correft judgment of 
the motives which may have rendered thofe Chief- 
tains defirous of fubvqrting the Treaty of Baffein, 
although they admitted that Treaty to be equitable 
in its general principle, and, to furniili additional 
fecuritv for the juft rights of the feudatory Chief- 
tains of the Marhatta Empire, and efpecially of , 
their own. 

•The whole courfe of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s pro- 
ceedings fince hisacceflion to the dominions of his 
uncle MadhajeeScindiah,has manifefted a fyftematic 
defign of eftablifliing an afcendancy in the Mar- 
hatta State upon the ruins of the Peiih walk's autho- 
rity. 

The Government and perfon of the Peiih vvah have 
long been placed undera degrading fitbjc&ion to 
the oppreffive control and unwarrantable ufurpation" 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who had remained with a 
numerous army in the vicinity of the Peifhwah’s 
capital for a confidcrable period of time. * 

The ufurpation of Scindiah exifted in full force at 
the commencement of the laft war, between the 
Company and Tippoo Sultaun, and the undue iij- 


• It appears, however, that Moodhajee Bhooflah, in all State • 
Papers, joined his Ton’s name to his own ; and though he 'did not 
allow him to interfere in. bufinefs,- yet he treated the yourh as the 
heir apparent ; Moodhajee Bhooflah was therefore* a Regent by 
right during his Ton’s minority, and probably by fufferaoct after* 
toards. Ragojee Bhooflah is about forty- feven years of age, and 
1*4$ one Ton, Purfqjee Bhooflah, twenty-feven years old. 

v N , ‘ fluency 



flttetice of Scindiah in the tyfarhatta Empire in thtfC 
trifis* riot Only deprived the Britifh Government 
every benefit from the nominal alliance of; the 
Peifhwah, at the commencement, and during the 
progrefs of the war, but afforded pofftive encou- 
ragement to the caufe of Tippoo Sultaun, and me- 
naced the Nizam’s dominions previoufly'to the ex- 
pulfion of the French from Hyderabad in October 
1798, and fubfequently in 1799, while the Nizam's 
contingent w£s actually employed with the Britifh 
army in the common caufe of the triple alliance 
againft Tippoo Sultaun. 

At that time Scindiah was reftrained fronh the 
*a£!ual ilivafion of the Nizarffs dominions, by the 
diredt interpofition of the Briufli Government. His 
influence, however, and the terror of his violence 
ahd power, continued to rule the Court of Poonah, 
and to alarm the Court of Hyderabad, until the 
exigency of his affairs in the North 6f Hindoftan, 
occafioned principally by the fuccefsful progrefs 
of Jefwunt Rao Holkar’s arms, compelled Dowlut 
Kao Scihdiah to retire from Poonah in the year 
1800, Tor the protection of his own territories. 

The complete eftabliiliment of Holkar’s autho- 
rity at Poonah, by the defeat of Scindiati's troops 
in Ofilober 1802, required the utmoft exertion of 
Scindiah’s power againft that aftive and powerful 
enemy. 

JHad Scindiah fucceeded in fubverting the ( power 
ot'Holkar, it cannot be doubted that he would have 
taken advantage of that fuccefs, for the complete 
eftablifliment of his own undue authority in the ftate 
of Poonah; he would probably have fe-inftated the 
Ffeiflvwah Bajee Rao in his Government, or would 
have raifed another to the Mufnud, to be the pa- 
geant qf his own power ; or would have ufurped the 
lupreme minifterial authority in his own name; if the 
difpofition of the other Chieftains of the Marhatta* 

Empire 
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Empire (houldhave encouraged -an expeaation of 
their acqufefcence in that ambitious projefi. 

The uniform tenor of Scitidiah’s condua, the in- 
vanable principles of Afiatic policy, and theperfotud 
chara&er, habits, ,and difpofition of' Dowfet Ra*> 
Scindiah, preclude the fuppofition that he would 
have abandoned the abfolute power which he would 
have acquired by the fubverfion of Holbir’s ufer- 
patibn, and would have adopted the. liberal policy 
of reftoring the exiled JVlhwah to the exercife 
of the eftabliftied executive authority of the Em- 
pire. 

In the moment of alarm, which fucceeded the fig- 
nal fuccefs of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, Dowlut Rao 
•Scindiah folicitcd the cooperation of the Brltifli 
Government, under the pretext of reftoring the 
Peifhwah’s authority. He probably expected, that 
the aid of a detachment of Britifh troops would have 
enfured his fuccefc a'gainft Holkar, without control- 
ling his projeft of reftoring his own undue afcend- 
ancy at Poonah on a more fccure and extenfivc bafl*. 
It now appears that the aftive and powerful exer- 
tions employed by the Britifh Government, at-tbe 
exprefs felicitation of the Peilhwah, for his High- 
nefs’s complete reftoratiorl to the Mufnud of Poo- 
nah, were neither defired nor expe&ed by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. The aQual reftoration of the Peife- 
wah to the Government of Poonah, under the exclu- 
five prote&ion of the Britifh power, and the conclu- 
sion of engagements calculated' to 'fecure to his 
Highnefs tne due exercife of his legitimate autho- 
rity on a permanent foundation, deprived Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah of every hope of accomplishing the 
objefts ojf his ambition, jnjuftice, and rapacity, fo 
long as the alliance (hould be facocfsfully mam- 
gained. * 

This ftatement of fafts fufficiently explains the 
anxiety of Dowlut Rao Scindiah tb effcQ the fob- 
d rerfioi* 



verfion of an arrangement, the juftibe and equity of 
which he, was compelled to acknowledge. 

- *• The motives which muft be fuppofed to have in- 
fluenced the Rajah of Berar in combining' his. power 
with that of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the fubver- 
fion of the alliance concluded between the Britifh 
Government and the Peifhwah, were manifeftly fimi- 
lar to thofe which a&uated the conduQ: of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

The Rajah of Berar has always maintained pre- 
tenfions to the fupreme authority in the Marhatta 
Empire, founded on his affinity to the reigning 
. Rajah ofSattarah, and in the courfe of a conference 
with the Native Secretary of the Refident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah cn the 14th of June 1803, 
diftin&Iy avowed thofe pretenfions. 

Convinced that the permanency of the defenfive 
alliance concluded between the Britifh Government 
and the Peifhwah would preclude all future oppor- 
• tunity of accompliffiing the objeft of his ambition, 
the Rajah of Berar appears to have been equally 
concerned with Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the fubi- 
verfion of that alliance. 

Although the views aferibed to thofe Chieftains 
were manifeftly incompatible with the accomplifti- 
ment of their refpe&ive defigns, the removal of an 
obftacle which 'would effe&ually preclude the fuc.- 
cefs of either Chieftain, in obtaining an afeendancy 
at Poonah, conftitufed an objeft of common intereft 
to both. It appears alfo to be probable, that thofe 
Chieftains, fenuble that the combination of their 
power afforded the only profpeffof Subverting the- 
alliance concluded between the Britifh Government 
and the Peifhwah, agreed to compromife their 
rfcfpe&ive and contradictory proje&$, by ah arrange- 
ment for the partition 01 the whole p.ower and 
dominion of the Marhatta State. 

But whatever nSny have been* the fpeciiic objeCta 
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of Setndiah and the Rajah of Berar,\the operation of 
the Treaty of Baflein w&s evidently calculated to 
preclude the accomplifliment of any ambitious pro- 
jects on the part of thofe Chieftains, and to confine 
their power and authority witjiin the juft limits of 
their refpeftive dominions. 

* Under this view of the fubjefL a Cufficient caufe 
will be difcovered of the hoftife condu& of thofe * 
Chieftains, although no juft ground of complaint 
ihould even have been alledged by them againft the 
Britilh Government, or any delign imputed to us in 
any degree injurious to the fecurity of the acknowi 
ledged rights and independance'of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Berar. 


Southern Jagheerdars of the Marhatta Empire , 1 

The fubordinate Chieftains occupying territory to. 
the South 'of Poonah, may be divided into *two 
claffes : Firft, the Rajahs and Hereditary Jagheer- 
dars ; and fccond, Officers of the Government of 
Poonah who command troops or forts. 

The principal Chieftains of the firft clafs are, 
i. The Rajah of Colapore, who is of the fame 
family fcs the Rajah of- Sattarah. Although this 
Chieftain, therefore, may have Submitted to the 
power of the Peifhwah, it would be an inverfion of 
the principles on 'which the authority of the Peifli- 
wah rafts, tofuppofe that the Peifhwah could demand 
,perfonal allegiance from a branch of the family of' 
which he is the oftenftble Miniftcr. On this accqpnt 
the Peifhwah addreffes the R^h of Calaporeas a 
fuperior, and treats him as fuch on all occasions of 
fbrtn^or public ceremony. The Rajah maintains 
Jjoo’horie, and 3000 p^ons, and is ftatedio enjoy a 
da revenue 




revenue of between twenty and 'twenty- fife lacks of 
rupees. * 

• s. The Putwurdun Family, who are Cokah Bra- 
ining. Gopaul Hurry, ' the lather of the late Purie- 
ram Bhow, left feven fons, who are all deceafed, 
and of whom the four eldeft, (namely, Gopaul Rao, 
PjUrferam .Bhow, Ragoriaut Rao, and Pandrdng 
Rao,) left iffue. The property and' Jagheers of the 
Putwurdun family are' now divided between the 
f fons of thefe four Chiefs, who are, Firft, Balajee 
Gopaul Rao, the fon . of the fecond Gopaul Rao. 
As the fenior branch of the family, Ballajee Gopaul 
Rao pofieffes Meritch and the neighbouring diftrifts, 
yielding a revenue of about four lacks of rupees j he 
maintains a force of about two hundred horfe and 
one thouiand five hundred foot. Second, Appah 
Sahib, the fon of Purferam Bhow, refides at Jum- 
condah, one of his Jagheers,and enjoys a revenue of 
about four, lacks of rupees ; he maintains a fixed 
eftablifliment of five hundred horfe and one thoufand 
foot^and has occafionally hired other troops for the 
purpofe of ravaging the country- of the Rajah of 
Colapore, with whom he has been at war fince the 
death of his father Purferam Bhow, who was killed 
in 1799, * n an engagement with the Rajah near the 
town of Colapore. Third,* Ttfmbiick Rao Rago- 
najut Rao refides at Karandwar, the chief town of 
his Jagheer, which yields an annual revenue of 
about two lacks of rupees. His quota is three hun- 
dred horfe j but he alfo has enilifted, at different 
times, troops to affift his boufin Appah Sahib againft 
the 'Rajah of Colapore. Fourth, Ghintamenee 
- Rao Pandrung, fon or Pandrung Rao, has a Jagheer 
yielding four and half lacks of rupees, and refides 
at Hereepogr j he maintains a fixed eftablifliment 
of (even nundred cavalry, 'and four hundred horfe, 
and lately encreafecL his cavalry for the purpofe 
of plundering the country of Colapore. 

3. The 
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' • 3. The Raftia Family; who are alfo Cokan Bw* 
mins, and have long poffeffed power and reputation 
in the ftate of Poonab. Anund Rao* the father of 
the prefent Chiefs of the family, left five fons, and 
derived great influence: from his connexion with 
Nana Furnavefe, (principal Minifter under, the 
Peifhwah Madhoo Rao the Jecond, of the Marhatts 
Empire for near twenty* five years,! who married ^ne 
of Anund Rao’s daughters. The power of the 
Raftia family has, fince the death ot Anund Rao, 
been united in the perfori of his eldeft fon, Madhoo 
Rao Raftia, to whom all the ofherTons of Anund 
Rao pay implicit obedience. The Putwurdun and 
Raftia families are connected by marriage * they 
.have feveral times been on bad terms fince’ the deatrt 
of the late Peilhwah Madhoo Rao in 1 795, but are' 
now Triends. Madhoo Rao collefts a revenue of 
about twenty lacks of rupees, and refides at Bada- 
mee ; be maintains a force of four thoufand horfe, 
and four thoufand peons, and lately hired an addi- 
tional force of plundering horfe, whom he employed 
againftthe Rajah ofSholapore, with whom toe con- 
ftantly carries on a predatory warfare. 

, 4. Kifoen Rao Appah Dafheo, Jagheerdar of 
Nepaunee, has a fmall revenue, and maintains only 
three hundred horfe and four hundred peons : he is 
at’variance with the Rajah of Colapore. 

5. Malajee Gooparah, who holds in Jfagheer, the 
towns and diftri&s of Tumba, Indie, and AlmiV 
from which he dej*ives a revenue of one lack of 
rupees ; he maintains fix hundred horfe, for which 
lie is allowed pay by Governments 

6. PurCeram Pundit i$ a Chief of fome confe- 
quence ; he pofleffes, to the Southward of Poonah, 

x Bijapoor Bagawarab, and fome land in the Cokan : 
ftis revenue is eftim^ited at ten lacks of rupees* and 
he 'maintains a force of three thoufand hone, , 

7. Pandrung Bauboo Rao poffeffet'ia. Jfgheer 

the 
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the, fotyn and diftridt of BarSmutWe, and /bnie adja- 
cent villages, from which he derives a revenue fufft* 
cient to maintain one thoufand horfe. 1 ' 

. 8. Jaitn Rao Nemalkur, Jagheerdar of Puttun, a 
town near Panderpoor, on the banks of the Bee- 
maf\ maintains one tjioufand and five hundred 
horfe. 

'' 9. Venketerow, Jagheerdar of Nurgoond and 
Ramdroog, has a revenue of one lack and twenty-five 
thoufand rupees, and maintains five hundred peons 
to garrjfon his forts: he has obtained fome con* 
fequertce by the marriage of his daughter to the 
youngeft fon of the late Purferam Bhow, and of his 
ton .to the filler of Baupoo Ghoklah ; and the latter 
Chief, in confequence of this connexion, leaves his 
family and property in Nurgoond, whenever he is 
engaged on a diftant expedition. 

10. Sedafheya Pundit poflefles in Jagheer the fort 
and diftridt of Belgham, which yields ,a revenue of 
about forty thOufand rupees : he maintains a force 
of one thoufand horfe and two thoufand peons, 
which iy fupported by the revenue of his Jagheers to 
the northward of Poonah. 

ti. v Dowlut Rao Goorparah, the brother of the* 
famous Morari * Rao, of Ghooty, is Jagheerdar of 
the town and diftridt of Gujinderghur,. which has 
long been in -his family. It was taken by Tippoo 
Sultaun in 1786, but recovered in 1792, and reftored 
to this family, who are highly refpedted among the 
Marhattas, notwithftandmg they have loft that 
. power which they formerly pofleffedi Dowlut Rao 
Goorparah has a revenue of about three lacks of 
rupees, and maintains a force of three hundred horfe 


* A perfon of this family arrived in Mqjpr-General Welleflcy'a 
camp on 'the nth November, for the purpofe of negotiating the 
terma of peace on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah.*-V/A 
OJjuial Getuitt in 'Jpptnitx D. - 
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and three hundred peons, which form thegarrifon 
of the fort of Gujinderghur. 

ia. Malaferja- Dalheo, the Rajah of Kliytore, 
pofleffes the country of Khyt'ore, which yields a 
revenue of four lacks of rupees : he maintains a 
force of one thoufand horfe and four thoufand peons, 
and is bound to pay an annual peifhcufh or tribute 
to the Peifhwah, of fixty or feventy, thoufand rupees* 

The Chiefs of the fecond clafs are Officers of 
Government, commanding Troops and Garrifons. 

1. Bapoo Ghoklan, who is the fon of Dhondiah 
Punt Ghoklah, a Cokan Bramin, and Commander of 
one hundred horfe of the Paga.h or Stable Horfe of 
(Jovernmenf, which accompanied Purferam JBhow 
to Seringapatam in 1792. Bapoo Ghoklah com- 
mands a force of two thoufand horfe, befides Pinda- 
ries, of whom he has at leaft une thoufand. He has 
alfo one thoufand infantry, with two or three guns. 
The only permanent refources which Bapoo Ghok- 
lah has for paying this force, are the revenues of the 
Guduck and Nuwulgund diftricts, which his father 
feized, and which produce near five lacks of rupees 
per annum: He however derives confiderable re- 
sources from the plupder of the country in the vici- 
nity of his diftrifts. 

2. Gunput Rao Paunfeh, Commander of the 
Artillery, is an old and diftinguifhed Officer of the 
Government of Poonah, arid enjoys the diftrifts of 

.Mafcovee and Hoongoond (yielding one lack of 
rupees per annum', as aperfonal Jagheer. Gunput 
Rao has alfo the management of Rannee Bednone 
land ,Hungul, which are the perfonal Jagheers of 
Rapram Choudry^ (an Officer in the fervice of the 
Peifhwah,) and which produce an annual revenue' 
of about one' lack and twenty-five thoufand rupees* 
j, Bapoojee Wetcel, who attended the Peifti*. 
Wan to Baffein, and commands five hundred horfe. 

I 4. Bappoo 
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< 4;: Bappoo Wetfcel Seo Deo oomar»nds & hun- 
; dred horfe ; he is not a native of the foutHeca pro- 
vinces if the Poonait ftate, hut entered the fervice 
at the fame time as-Guoput Rao Paynfeh. 

5. Ball Kiflaen Gungadur commands five hundred 
horfe, and entered the fervice of the Peifliwah 
at the fame time with G unput Rao Patmfeh and Seo 
Deo. 

6. Bapoojee Rao Scindiah, Killadar of Darwar, 
was placed in charge of that fortrefs,tn the year 1794, 
by tne late Peiftiwah : he maintains a garrifon of 
eight hundred peons and one hundred and twenty 
hone; for the payment of which, and other expenfes 
of the fort, he is allowed the diftri&s of Butgerah 
and Mardagy, which yield a revenuc^of one lack and 
twenty thoufand rupees per annum. 

- Bapoojee Scindiah lately increafed his troops to 
die number of two thoufand horfe and three thoufand 

i cons, to make war on the Rajah of Khytore, who 
as attacked the diftriQs committed to his manage- 
ment, 

7, The town and diftrifts of Anagherree and 
Purfaghur belong to Amrut Rao, (adopted fon of 
the late Ragobah, father of the prefent Peifliwah,)’to 
■whom they were given by the prefent Peifhwah, 
Bajee Rao, on his aicending the Mufnud of Poonah* 
They produce a revenue of fifty thoufand, rupees 
per annum, and are managed for Amrut Rao by a 
perfon named Anund Rao Lullee. 

Jn addition to the Chieftains and Jagheerdars 
already enumerated, the Pattan family, who fo long 
poflclfed the extfenfive province of Savanorc, (which 
confided cf twenty-two talooks, or diftrifts, and 
indudes the greateft part of the territory belonging 
, to the Marhattas South of the ICiftnah,) require to be 
particularly noticed. 

- * Mojud Khan* the grandfather cf the prefent 
Kawaub of Savandre, was attached, m the year 

• * 75 6 * 

' - / ‘ ' 1 1 
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*7*6, b y the combined forces of the Peilhwah 
ana Salabut Jung, the Soubahdar of the Dekan, 
and was compelled to purchafe a peace by the 
Surrender of eleven jalooks (one half of' his pof- 
foffions)~to his enemies. He died /oon after this 
event, and left his country to his fon Hakeem 
Khan, who contrasted an intimate alliance with 
Hyder Ally Khan, which was afterwards cemented 
by feveral intermarriages, Hyder Ally fupported 
Hakeem Khan fo effectually againft the Marhattas^ 
that Hakeem Khan recovered almoft all the talooks 
which he had loft, and continued in a ftate of pro- 
fpcrity during the life of Hyder. 

The death of the latter Prince in 1782 occafioned 
the ruin of the family of Savanore : they were 
attacked and expelled from their country by Tippoo 
Sultaun, whom they had juftly provoked by joining 
the Marhattas. Hakeem Khan, who had fled to* 
Wards Poonah, did not Jong furvive his misfortunes. 
He left feveral fcns ; the cldeft, Abdul KheirKhan, 
refided at Seringapatam, where he had married the 
daughter of Hyder Ally Khan. On the conclufion 
of the peace of 1792, Savanore came into the pof- 
feflion of the Reifhwah, who provided for Huffain 
Khan, the fecond fon of Hakeem Khan, by giving 
him in Jagheer the town and diftritft of Savanore, 
producing about 50,000 rupees perannum. 

Tippoo Sultaun being apprized of this arrange- 
ment, permitted Abdul KheirKhan to proceed from 
Seringapatam, for the purpofe of claiming his patri- 
mony. On reaching Savanore, Kheir Khan'S young- 
er brother ( Huflain Khan,) refufed to admit his right ; 
Kheir Khan therefore went to Poonah, and obtained 
from the Minifter Nana Furnavefe, a decifion in his 
favour, as eldeft fon of Hakeem Khan. Nana Fur- . 
navefe granted him a funnud to take poffdfion of 
Savanore, to which he dire&ed Purferam Bhow to 
enforce obedience. 


e 
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' When the rebel Dhoondiah Waugh, in 1800,'en* 
tered Savanore, Abdul Kheir Khan placed himfelf 
under the *prbte£tion of the Britifh armyj after, the 
death of jDhoondiah, General Wellefley made an 
arrangement to fecure to Khejr Khan the receipt of 
the revenues of his Jagheer ; but the diftrafted ftate 
of the* Province of Savanore, fince that period, not 
only defeated Major General Wellefley’s arrange- 
ment, but compelled Kheir Khan to retire toSoon- 
dah, where he began to raife troops. Being pre- 
vented from completing his levies by General Wel- 
lefley, hfe has Slice returned to Savanore, where he 
now retides with his whole family. 

Few of the a<$tual Jagheerdars have any legal 
hereditary right to their prefent poffeflions, which 
have in general been granted to their ancestors for 
military fervice. The Peifhwah's Government how- 
ever has for fome years been too weak to attempt 
thev refumption of their grants, or to infift on the 
performance of the conditions of fervice on which 
they were originally made; and thechanges of for- 
tune which have befallen the different Jagheerdars, 
have been occafioned more by their difputes with 
each other, than by any exertion of Authority on the 
part of the Government of Poonah, of which they 
are the riominal fervants. 

The Officers of Government, who have been in- , 
trufted with the command of troops and garrifons, 
have been almoft invariably induced by tne weak- 
nefs ofthe Government of Poonah, by the convul- 
fions which have fo long difturbed the Marhatta 
. Empire, and by the example of others, to endeavour 
to render their authority permanent, and, in fome 
cafes, hereditary in their own family.., The accom- 
plilhment of this objeft has been facilitated by the 
manner ii\ which they are paid by the Govern- 
ment of Poonali for their fervices, which is always 
done by orders upon the revenues of the countries 
2 in 
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in which they are' employed; Thi^ fyftem gradually 
leads to the complete eftablifhment of their personal 
authority, and the fubverfion of that of the Peifh- 
wah. 

It is alfo cuftomary to affign the revenues of a 
diftrifl: for a Hated period to fuch Jagheerdars as 
may have incurred an expenfe in the fervice of the 
Peifhwah, beyond the produce of their Jagheers, 
and fuch temporary grants are often permanently 
annexed to their former poffeffions. 

The temporary allotment of a country to a Jag-* 
heerdar, or the affignment of revenue to an Officer 
of Government for the payment of his troops, ufual- 
ly terminates in the independant eftablifhment of 
•the Jagheerdar, or Officer in the aifigned country, 
or in a ruinous conteft for the recovery of the rights 
of the State. This fyftem makes every province in 
the Marhatta Empire a feene of petty warfare, and 
has enabled fubjefts of the State to affume rights 
to. which they have no other claim than th?t of usur- 
pation and violence. 

From this ftate of weaknefs and inefficiency, the 
Government of Poonah may confidently expeft to 
be relieved by the operation of the Treaty of Baffein, 
whichi at the fame time that it entitles the Peilhwah 
to the whole exertion of the Britifh power in the 
event of any emergency which may require the aid 
of the Company for the external defence and pro- 
' teftion of his Government and poffeflions, is calcu- 
lated to enforce a due fubmiflion to hi$ authority with- 
in his immediate dominions, to preferve his terri- 
tories from internal anarchy, and to promote the 
happinefs and tranquillity of his fubje&s, apd the 
general profperity of his country. 


e 2 
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Estimhld Strength ofkmm'i Regular Iifitir], 
nml of the Month of June 1 803 ;, taken from the oj 
Mb, SruAHT, an Ojj'uer in Scindiau’s Service , 

1 ■ Sources of Injmum, 


maMojMmmhmn, at the Cmmct* 
■of the CoMmih in Chief from the Reports of 
r IS03J, oml Jim other authentic . 




Number of 

Number of Men. 



Names and Defcription of Corps, 

Where Stationed, 

Bituiiohi 

Regular Intan* 

Aly Cools. 

her in each 

Number of 
Guns, 

‘ 

Brigade. 

trymthe Bat- 
talions, 

Brigade, 

ill Brijide, Motif, Louis Bourguien, 

Delhi,' 

S 

6000 

•JOOO 

7000 

j® 

2d Brigade, Monf, Heffingi 

K Near Do. at Sc- 
| tundra, 

7 

4000 

iSoo, 

$600 

50 

]i Brigade, Monf. Polhman, 

$ With Scindiah 
Mn the Deb, 

' 8 

JOOO 

Jooo 

6oso 

■ 8< 

4th Brigade, Monf, Dudernaigue, 

Ditto, ditto, 

7 

40CO ' 

looo 

$coo 

70 

(At Cod, | 






$th Brigade, 

ff - \ 



■ 




(Agrah, 3 

7 

4000 

Not known, 

4000 


Corps under Monf, Dupont, 

With Scindiah 

4 ' 

2000 

Ditto. 

2(00 

Not known, ( 

Major Bwwnrigg's Corps, 

Begum Suinroogi Corps,. 

Ditto ditto, 

Dit|o ditto, 

J 

22$0 

Ditto. 

U$o 

about 20, j 

30 

late Filozc'j Brigade, commanded hy 
JeanBaptifle, 

JOugcin and the 
'riciaity, 

4 

6 

2400 

'JOOO 

Ditto. ' 

Ditto. 

1)00 

3000 

20 

(0 

Amhajeolngiia'Agade, . * 

^ With Srindiih 

Stated to 

6|0I 



M - 

( in the Man, 

, be 16 

Ditto, , 

6400 

, ’ 'Grand Total. 1 


7 » ' 

3y,o$o 

4600 

d 3 »® 5 ° 

44 ' 

th 

fi 


REMARKS. 


. AlyGool*, are u , 

.couiL-fMiilkct or Mjtchloclt, to which Monf, de Boignc added 
ibnci, They/lfo carry i Swori »mt Shield) arenienoftrrtd 
wui t ! and intrepidity, srnd ire always Employed oo ftrvicei ot 
dan. >. 

T'i: il and iJ Brig ides were in the Battle of Delhi on the 
lltii Sfu; ink This Brigade waj in the Battle of Allye on ■ 
theijil S’|i«mbcr, and was reported to Mr. 'Stuart to have iuf 
feflU'jjivercly in killed, wounded, and miffing, as to he eh* 

twj annihilated, 

juV, Man with Scimliah, hut detached in July imj to 
Hwfa, This Biigade, and MajorBrownrigg’s Corps, were 

3 ;td with General Like’s Army at Agra, and in' the Battle 
ifli'irtcj MujorBrownrigg was put intoeonfaientby his 
Tivr;*i in order’d) prevent his joining General Like. 

This Brigade, was not complete, Three of the Corps were old 
Lille, and the remainder new. This Brigade was ‘ h,1 *** J J 
Alygiiur, Delhi, and Agra. 

This Brigade was in the Battle of A|Ty«. 

DdaWinJiilytoHindodan, with the 4th Brigad 
fake Battle of Affye, ijd September tty, 


’ /mSajee Inglia is one of Sciudiah’i Principal Officers, He 
>vis appointed Succeffor to Monlieur Perron in the ComiMM 
of Army in Hindoftan, and wai detached to llindoftili, with 
hi, Corps, about the ill of June tSot, The tath of theft 
Ljlioasis taken from a return in tool, There is, however, 
rejjbn to believe, thit the Corps hare fince been, much en- 

craaud. — 


The whole of the Force Hated in this Eflimate, ii mlusivt oil 
Troops etniioyedinGarrifoni, of irregular 
id the number of which is nomiderahlt. 
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Treaty of Baffchn 

T REATY of perpetual, and general defenfive 
alliance, between the Honourable Englifh 
Eaft India Company, and his Highnefs the Peifh- 
wah Bajee Rao, Rogonaut Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, his children, heirs, and fuccefiors, fettled 
by Lieutenant Colonel Barry Clofe, Refident at the 
court of his Highnefs, by virtue of the powers dele- 
gated to him by his Excellency the Moft Noble Rich-' 
ard Marquis WeJlefley, Knight of theMoftllluftrious 
Order of St. Patrick, one of his Britannic Majefty's 
x Moft Honourable Privy Council, Governor General 
in Council, appointed by the Honourable Court of 
Dire<ftors of the faid Honourable Company, to 
dire6t and controul all their affairs in the Eaft In- 
dies. 

Whereas, by the bleffing of God, the relations 
of peace and fricndfhip have uninterruptedly fub- 
fifted for a length of time, between the Honourable 
Englifh Eaft-lndia Company, and his Highnefs Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur,- and have been con- 
firmed at different periods, by treaties of amity and 
union * the powers aforefaid adverting to the com- 
plexion of the times, have determined, with a view 
to the prefervation of peace and tranquillity, to enter 
into a general defenfive alliance, for the complete 
and reciprocal protection qf their refpedtive territo- 
ries, together with thofe of their feveral allies and 

depenr 



dependants, againft the unprovoked aggreflions, 
or unjuft encroachments of all o'r any enemies what- 
ever. 

Article I. The peace, unicuvand friend(hip, fo 
long fubfifting between the two States, (hall be pro- 
moted and encreafed by this treaty, and (hall be 
perpetual. The friends and enemies of either, (hall 
be the friends and enemies of both ; and the con- 
tracting parties agree, that all the former treaties 
and agreements between the tvvo States, now in 
force, and not contrary to the tenor of this engage- 
ment, (ball be confirmed by it. 

Article II. If any Power or State whatever (hall 
commit, any aft of unprovoked hoftility or aggref- 
iion, againft either of the contracting parties, or 
againft their refpe&ive dependants or allies, and, 
atter due reprefentation, (hall refufe to enter into 
amicable explanation, or (hall deny the juft fatisfac- 
tion or indemnity which the contracting parties (hall 
have required, then the contracting parties will pro- 
ceed to concert and profecute iuch further mea- 
fures as the cafe (hall appear to demand. For the 
more diftinft explanation and effcCt of this agree- 
ment, the Governor General in Council, on behalf 
of the Honourable Company, hereby declares, that 
the Britilh Government >vill never permit any Power 
or State whatever to commit, with impunity, any aft: 
of unprovoked hoftility or aggreflion againft the 
rights and territories of his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdwaun .Babaudur •, but will at all times maintain 
and defend (he fame, in the fame manner as the 
rights and territories of the Honourable Company 
are now maintained and defended. 

Article III. With a view to fulfil, this treaty of 
general defence and proteftion, his Highnefs Rao 

Pundit 
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Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and 
the Honourable Eaft -India Company to, fumiffi, a, 
permanent fubfidiary for:e of not lefs than fix thou-' 
land regular? native infantry, with the ufual propor- 
tion of field pieces, and European artillery men 
attached, arid with the proper equipment of warlike 
ftores and ammunition* which force is to be accord- 
ingly ftationed in perpetuity in his faid HighnelsV 
territories. * , 

Article IV. For the regular payment of the 
whole expenfe of the faid fubfidiary force, his High- 
hefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur hereby afligns 
and cedes in perpetuity to the Honourable Eaft- 
India Company, all the territories detailed in the 
Schedule annexed to this treaty. 

Article V. As it may be found, that certain of 
the territories ceded by the foregoing article to the 
Honourable Company, may be inconvenient from 
their fituation, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, for the purpofe of rendering the boun- 
dary line of the Honourable Company's pofleffijons 
a good and well defined one, agrees, that fuch ex- 
changes of talooks or lands fhall be made hereafter, 
on terms of a fair valuation of their relative reve- 
nues, as the completion of the faid purpofe may re- 
quire: And it is agreed and covenanted, that the 
territories to be affigned and ceded to the Honour- 
able Company by the fourth article, or in confe- 
quence of the exchange ftipulated eventually in this 
article, fhall be fubjett to the exclufive manage- 
ment and authority oi the faid Company and of 
their Officers. 

i 

Article VI. Notwithftandirig the total annual 
expenfe of the fubfidiary force is eftimaicd at twen- 
ty-five lacks of rupees* his faid Highnefs hath agreed 

to 
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to cede, by article IV, lands eftimatedto yield anna* 
ally the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees, the addi- 
tional lack being intended to meet poffible deficien- 
cies in the revenues of the faid lands, and fare the 
Honourable Company from lofs. 

- Article VII. After the conclufion of this treaty, 
and as foon as the Britifh Refident (hall fignify to his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudut, that the 
Honourable Company’s Officers are prepared to take 
charge of the diftrifts ceded by article IV, his High- 
nefs will immediately iflue the neceflary purwan- 
nahs or orders to his Officers to deliver over charge 
of the fame to the Officers of the Honourable Com- 
pany } and it is hereby agreed and ftipulated, that 
all collections made by his Highnefs’s Officers, fub- 
fequently to the date of this treaty, and before the 
Officers of the Honourable Company fhall have 
taken charge of the faid di drifts, fhall be carried to 
the credit of the Honourable Company ; and all 
claims to balances from the faid diftrifts, referring 
■ to periods antecedent to the conclufion of this treaty, 
fhall be cgnfidered as null -and void. 

Article VIII. All forts fituated within the dif- 
trifts to be ceded as aforefaid, fhall be delivered to. 
the Officers of the Honourable Company with the 
faid diftrifts : And his 'Highnefs Rao Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahaudur engages, that the faid forts fhall be 
delivered to the Honourable Company without be- 
ing injured or damaged, and with their ordinary 
equipment of ordnance, flores, and provifions. 

Article IX. Grain and all other articles of con- 
fumption, and provifions, and all forts of materials 
for wearing apparel, together with the neceflary 
numbers of cattle, horfes, and camels, required for 
the. ufc of the fubfidiary force, fhall be entirely ex- 
empted 
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tnapted from duties; and the Commanding Officer % 
and Officers of the faid fubfidiary force, fhali be 
treate'din all refpe&s in a manner fuitable to the 
dignity and greatnefs of both States: the fubfidiary 
force will at all times be ready to execute fervices 
of importance, fuch as the protefition of the perfon 
of his Highnefs, his heirs and lucceffors ; the over- 
awing and chaftifcment of rebels, *or exciters of 
• difturbance in his Highnefs’s dominions, andduo 
correftioh of his fubjecis or dependants, who may 
withhold payment of the Sircars’ juft claims ; but it 
‘is not to bp employed on trifling ocoafions, nor like 
Sebundy to be ftationed in the country to collect the 
revenues, nor againft any qf the principal‘branche$ 
of the Marhatta Empire, nor in levying contribu- 
tions from Marhatta dependants in tne manner of 
Moolkgeery. 

Article X. Whereas much inconvenience has 
arifen from certain claims and demands of the 
Marhatta State, affeStlng the city of Surat, it is 
agreed, that a juft calculation (hall be made pf the 
value of the faid claims by his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
PurdhaUn Bahaudur and the Government of Bom- 
bay; and in confequence of the intimate friend- 
fhip now eftabliftied between the contra&ing par- 
ties, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, 
agrees for nimfelf, his heirs and fucceffors, to-Te- 
linqliifli for ever, all the rights, claims, and privi- 
leges of the Marhatta State’, affe&ing the faid. city 
or Surat ; and all collections on that account (hall 
‘ceafe and determine from the day on which this 
treaty (hall be concluded; in conlideration of which 
act of Friendship, the Honourable Eaft India Com- 
pany agrees, that a piece of. land, yielding, a fum 
dqugl.^o the eftimated value of the faid claims of 
the Marhatta State, (hall be deducted froq the 
diftriefs ceded by Article IV; and. on the fame 
' r principle, 
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principle, and from fimilar confederations, his High-' 
nefs further agrees, that the amount of the collec- 
tions made for the Poonah State, under the title of 
Nogabundy, in the Purgunnahs of Chouraffy and 
Chickley, fhall be afcertained by an average taken 
from the receipts of a certain number of years, or 
by fuch other mode of calculation as may be de- 
termined on } and his faid Highnefs doth further 
agree, fdr bimfelf, his heirs and fucceflors, to re- 
linquiflv for ever the Nogabundy collodions afore- 
faid, and they fhall accordingly ceafe from the con- 
clufton of this treaty : and it is agreed and flipu- 
latcd, that a piece of land, yielding a futh equal to 
the amount of the faid Nogabundy colledions, fhall 
be deducted from the diftricts ceded by Article IV, 
in the. fame manner as ftipulated in regard to the 
Chouteof Surat. 

Article XI. Whereas it has been ufual for his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudyr to enlift, 
and retain in- his fervice, Europeans of different 
countries, his faid Highnefs hereby agrees and fti- 
pulates, that in the event of war breaking out be- 
tween the Englifh and any European nation, and of 
difcovery being made that any European, or Euro- 
peans in his fervice, belonging to fuch nation at war 
with the Englifh, fhall have meditated injury to- 
wards the tnglifh, or have entered into intrigues 
hoftileto their- in terefts, fuch European, orEuro- 

? eans fo offending, fhall be discharged by his faid 
fighnefs, and not fuffered to refide in his domi- 
nions. 

Article XU. Inafmuch as by the prefent treaty, 
the contracting parties are bound in a general de- 
•fenfive alliance for mutual defence and protection 
againlt all enemies, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purd- 
hapn Bahaudur consequently engages, never to 
*■' ' commit 
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• commit* any aft of hoftility or aggreflion against 
his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph Jan Bahaudur, or 
any of the Honourable Company's allies or depend- 
ants, or againft any of the principal branches of tlie 
Marhatta Empire, or againft any power whatever : 
and in the event of differences arifing, whatever ad- 
juftment the Company’s Government, weighing 
matters in thefcale of truth and juftice, may deter- 
mine, (hall meet with full approbation and ac- 
quiescence. 

Article XIII. And whereas certain differences 
referring to paft tranfaftions, are known to fubfift 
between the Sircar of his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur, apd the Sircar of his Highnefs 
the Nabob Afoph Jab Bahaudur; and whereas an 
amicable adjuftment of thofe differences muft be 
highly defirable for the welfare and benefit of both 
the faid Sircars, his 'Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, with a view to the above end, agrees,* 
and accordingly binds himfelf, his heirs and fuc- 
ceifors, to fulfil and conform to the flipulations of 
the treaty of Mhar ; and his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur further agrees, that on the 
bafisofthe fulfilment of the faid treaty of Mhar, 
and of the claim of his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph 
Jah Bahaudur to be totally exempted from the' 
payment of Choute, the Honourable Company’s 
Government fliall be entitled to arbitrate and de- 
termine all fuch points as may be in doubt or dif- 
ference between the Sircars of their Highneffes 
aforementioned : And his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur .further agrees, that in the 
event of any differences arifing between his Govern- 
ment and that of his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph 
Jah Bahaudur, at any future period," the particulars 
of fuch differences lhali be communicated to the 
honourable Eaft India Company, before any aft of 
ta hoftility 
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hoftility fhall be committed on either fide, and th$ 
faid honourable Company interpofing their media- 
tion in a way fu it able to re&itude, friendfhip and 
union, and mind ml ofjuftice and dhblifhed ufage, 

' Hialt apply thcmfelves to the 4 adjuftment of all fuch 
differences conformably to propriety and tluth, and 
fh^ll bring the parties to a right undemanding: 
And it is further agreed, that whatever adjuftment 
of any fuch differences the Company’s Govern-, 
ment, weighing things in the fcale of truth and 
juftice, fhall determine, that determination fhall, 
without hefitation or ol.jettion, meet with the full 
approbation and acquiefcenrce of both parties. . It 
is, however, agreed, that this ftipulation fhall not 
prevent any amicaule negociations which the Ho- 
nourable Company, and the Courts of Poonah 
and Hyderabad refpe&ively may be dcfirous of 
opening, provided no fuch negotiation fhall' be 
can iecl on between any of the three parties without 
full communication thereof to each other* 

Article XIV. Whereas a treaty of friendfhip and 
alliance has been concluded between the Honour-, 
able Company, and Rajah Aniind Rao Guikwar 
Bahaudur; and whereas the faid treaty was medi* 
ated and executed without any intention that it 
lhould infringe any of the juft rights or claims of his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Ptirdhaun Bahaudiir a$e£ling 
the Sircar of the faid Rajah ; his find Highnefs ad- 
verting thereto, and alfo to the intimate alliance 
now cfhblifhed between the contracting parties, 
doth hereby, formally acknowledge the exiftence of 
the laid treaty between the Honourable Company 
and Rajah Anund Rao Guikwar Bahaudur, and 
in* as much as by reafon of certain unfihifhed tran- 
fa&ions, the conclufion of which has been fufpended 
from time to time, various demands pd papers of 
accounts a xt found to fubfifl between the Govern- 
ment 



«nent of his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Ba* 
haudu»% and the Sircar of the Raj ih aforemention- 
ed: his faid Highnefs placing full reliance on the 
impartiality, truth, and juftice of the Britifh Go- 
vernment, doth hereby agree, that the faid Govern- 
ment Hull examine into, and finally adjuft the faid 
demands and papers of accounts * and his. faid High- 
nefs further ftipulates, and binds himfelf, his heirs 
and fucceffors, to abide oy fuch adjuftment as the 
Britilh Government (hall accordingly determine. 

Article XV. The contracting parties will employ 
All prafticablc means of conciliation to prevent the 
calamity of war, and for that purpofe will at' all 
times be ready to enter into amicable explanations 
with other States, and to cultivate and improve the 
general relations of peace and amity with all the 
rowers of India, according to the true fpirit and 
.tenor of this defenfive treaty. But if a war (hould 
unfortunately break out between the contra£ling 
parties and any other Power whatever, then his 
Jlighnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, 
that with the refer ve of two battalions of Sepoys* 
which are to remain near hks Highnefs’s perfon, the 
refidue of the Britifh fublidiary force, confiding of 
four battalions of Sepoys, with their artillery, joined 
by fix thoufand infantry and ten thoufand horfe, of 
his Highnefs’s own troops, and making together an 
army of ten thoufand infantry and ten thoufand ca- 
valry, with the requisite train of artillery, and war- 
like (lores of every kind, (hall be immediately put in 
motion for the purpole of oppoling the enemy $ and 
his Ilighncfs Jikcwife engages to employ every fur- 
ther effort in his power, for the purpole of bring- 
ing into the field, as fpeedily as pofiible, the whole 
force which he may be able to fupply from his do 
minions, with a view to the effectual profecution 
Ind fpeedy termination of the faid war. The Ho- 
nourable 
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aouraWc Company, in the fame manner engage, 
qn their parts, in this cafe, to employ in afhve 
cperatibijs againft the enemy, the largeft force Which 
they may ,be able to furnilh oyer and above the faid 
ibbfidiary force. 

i v 

Article XVF. Whenever war lhall • appear pres 
babie, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahao- 
dur engages to collect as many Bunjaries as poffi- 
ble, and to ftore as much grab as may be praaica- 
, ble in his frontier garrifons. 

Article XVII. As by the prefent treaty, the 
tmion and frtendfbip of the two States are fo firmly 
cemented, that they may be conftdered as one and 
the fame, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Ba- 
haudur engages, neither to commence nor to pur* 
foe in future any negociations with any other Power 
whatever, without giving previous notice, and en- 
tering into mutual confultatiop with the Honour- 
able Eaft India Company’s Government : And the 
Honourable Company’s Government on their parts 
hereby declare, that they have no manner of cone 
cem. with any ofhfe Highnefs’s children, relations, ' 
{objects, or fervants, with refpfcft to whom his 
Highnefs is abfoiute. 

Article XVIII. In as much as by t^e prefent 
treaty of general defenfive alliance, the ties of 
uttion are, with the feeding of God, fo clofely 
drawn, that the interests of the tvvo States are be- 
come identified ; it is further mutually agreed, that 
tf differbances ball at any time break out in the 
d thrifts ceded to the Honourable Company by this 
agreement, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bihaudur {bail permit fuch a proportion of the fuh- 
f diary troops as may be requifite to be en[tpbyed 
»' gtie8ing the bate within the faid dijtri&t. If 

diftur- 
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dlfturbances {ball at any time break out in any part 
6 f his Highnefs’s dominions contiguous to the 
Company’s frontier, -to which it might be incon- 
venient to -detach any proportion of the fubfidiaiy 
force, the Bricifh Government, in like manner, 1 ' if 
required by his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Banaudur, (hall direft fuch proportion of the troops 
of the Company as may be moft conveniently fta- 
tioned for the purpofe, to, aflift in quelling the faid 
dlfturbances within his Highnefs’s dominions. 

•Article XIX. It is finally declared, that this 
treaty, which, according to the foregoing articles, 
is meant for the fupport and credit of his faid 
Highnefs’s Government, and to preferve it from 
lofs and decline, Iball laft as long as the sun and 
moon (hall endure. 


Signed, Sealed , and Exchanged, at 
Bajfein, the .31 Jl of December, • 
A. D. 1802 , or the $tb of 
Ramztiun, A.H. 1217; 



The Seal of 
! Pundit Purdhaun. 


\ 

f The PerfhwahV 1 
# Signature. 


A TRUE Copy, 

Signed) B CLOSF, 
F.efiJent at Pmiab. 

'A, true Cp-Pr, 

(Signed) . M. WILKS, Private SecrttJrj. 

SCHfi. 
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SCHEDULE of~the Territories ceded in perpe* 
tuity by his Highnefs Bajee Rao Rogonaut 
Pundit Purdhaim Bahaudur, to the Hondurable 
Eoglifh Eaft India Company Bahaudur, agree* 
abjy to the fourth Article of tne annexed Treaty. 

Fir/. From the Province of Guzerat, and Ter- 
ritories South thereof: 

s , 

Dundooka, together with 
Choora Ranapore and 
Gogo, - - 1,05,000 

Cambay Choute and Nagpoor 60,000 

South of the Taptee. 

‘ Purnair,' - - 17,000 

Bootar, ... 6,200 

Buwanny, - - 8,800 

Bulrur, - - , 85,000 

Panhole, - - 107,000 

Soopa, - - 51,000 

Sarbaun, - ' • 50,000 

Wallore, - - 30,000 

Bamdookufba, - - 7,900 

Waunfda Choute, , - 7,000 

Durum poory Choute, - 9,000 

Surat Choute, , - - 42,106 

Cuftoms, - __ - 83,006 

' , ' * ’ ‘ * 

Between the Nerbudda and Taptee. 

Oolpar, - - • 3,16,000 

Hanfood, - - ’ 85,000. 

.Ocljfeer, , * - 78,000 

Nundavy,- - * ' 65,00® 

Total South of the Taptee, 
v and between the Taptee 
- and Nerbudda, - 10,38,020 

Deduced 



4 ?. 

Deduced 20 per cent on ac-, 
count of decreafe of Re- 
venue, . '< p . 4 i 67 » 8 oft 

• 8,30,400 

Nakabundy of Chourafly and 

. Chickley, - - 20,000 >. 

Phoolpar'a, Coomaria, Cattu- 
gayro, - . • * ■ 5> 000 

— — - 25,009 

Second. From the Territories near the Tocftit- 
budra. '■ . 

Savanpor twenty-fix Talooks, 10,22,838 
*, |Yom Bankapoor, - 5,56,762 

■ — - — 15,79,600 


Grand Total, . 26,00,000 , 

Signed, Sealed dtid Exchanged, at ■ 

Baffein,. the 3\Jl of December, 

A. D. 1802, or the tfh of 
Ramzaun , A.H. 1217. 



A TRtfa Cow, 

(Signed) B. CLOSE, 

Refident at Poonab 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) M. WILKS,, Privati 


g 



APPENDIX D. 


CALCUTTA GAZETTES EXTRAORDINARY. 

Fort William, Auguft 29, 1803. 

A UTHENTIC intelligence has been received 
at Fort William, of the fuccefsful commence- 
ment of operations againft Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by 
the forces under the command of Major General 
Wellefley. On the 8th inftant, the large fortified 
Eettah of Ahmednuggur was carried by efcalade 
with the utmoft gallantry and rapidity. This ope- 
ration was effeQed immediately upon the arrival of 
the army on 'its ground before Ahmednuggur, by 
the advanced picquets, reinforced by the flank 
companies of his Majefty’s 74th and 78th regi- 
ment?, and the ift battalion of the 3d Madras re- 
giment native infantry, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Harnefs, the Field Officer of the 
day. 

The official advices of this fuccefs have not 
reached Fort William ; but it appears by the intel- 
ligence received, that the lofs fuftained on the oc- 
cafion by the Britifh troops amounted to 
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The names 6f the Olfijers dated to have been 
Killed in.the aflault, ate. Captains Grant and Hum- 
berflone, and Lieutenant Anderfon, of his Majefty’s 
78th regimept, 

lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Wilfon, of his Majefty’s 74th regi- 
ment, and (Lieutenant Blenderleath, of the- 1 ft bat- 
talion 3d Madras regiment native , infantry, are, 
ftated to have been wounded. 

Publifhed by command of his Excellency, 

The Moft Noble the GoyemorGeneral in Council, 
J, Lomsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt.. 

Fort William, ditguft 31, 1803. 

AUTHENTIC intelligence has been received at 
Fort William, of the- capitulation of the important 
■Fortrefs of Ahmednuggur ( to the forces under the 
command of Major General Wellefley. 

The fortified Fettah having been taken by efca- 
lade on the 8th inftant, batteries were opened' on 
the night of the 9th againft the Fort. 

On the 10th the Killedar of the Fort refjuefted per- 
miffion to fend an Officer to opnfer with Major Gene- 
ral’ Wellefley, and defired at the fame time, that (he, 
fife from the batteries might ceafe. Major General 
Wellefley agreed to receive an Officer from the Fort, 
but refufed to interrupt th^ fire of the batteries. 

On the nth the Fortrefs Capitulated. 

The terms of the capitulation are, that the garri- 
fon fhould inarch out on the 12th at noon with their 
arms, and that all private property fhould be faved 
to the inhabitants. * ■ . 

Hoftages had’ been delivered into the hands of 
Major General Wellefley, to be detained until the 
evacuation of the Fortrefs fhould actually b,e com- 
pleted } and all operations againft the Fort had 
ceafed on the nth mftanf. 

No account has been received of any lofs fuf- 
taiqed by.the Britifh troops under the command of 
Major General Wellefley ftnee the 8 th inftant. 

Publifhed by command of his Excellency, 
The Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
T. Lumsben, Chief Set. to the Govt, 
g 2 fin 
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Fort William > September 8/1803. 

HIS Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General has received a d'fpatch from the Honour-’ 
able Major General Wellefley, of which the follow- 
ing extra# is publilhcd for general information : — 
MY LO" D, * Camp at Abmcdnuggur, Aug Jl 1 2, I R03. 

The weather cleared up fo much on the 7th in- 
ftant,' as to allow me to march to this place on the 
8th $ I had in the morning difpatched a meflenger 
to the Killcdar of Ahmednuggur, to require him to 
furrender his Fort ; and, on my arrival in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Pettah, I offered cowle to the in- 
habitants. This was refufed, as the Pettah was 
held by a body of Arabs who were fupported by 
a battalion of Scindiah’s regular infantry, and a 
body of horfe encamped in an open fpace between 
the Pettah and the Fort. 

I immediately attacked the Pettah with' the pic- 
quets of the infantry reinforced by the flank com-? 
panics of the 78th regiment, under the command 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harnefs ; in another place 
with the 74th regiment, and firll of the 8th,' under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace; and 
in a third with the flank companies of the 74th, and 
the firft battalion 3d regiment, under the command 
of Captain Vefcy. The Pettah wall was very lofty, 
and defended by towers, and had no rampart, fo 
that when the troops had afeended to the attack, 
they had no ground on which they could (land ; and 
the Arabs who occupied the towers, defended their 
poll with their ufual obftinacy. At length they 
were obliged to quit the wall, and fled to the houfes, 
from which they continued a definitive fire upon 
the troops. Scindiah’s regular infantry alfo attacked 
our troops after they had entered the Pettah. In a 
fhort time, however, after a brifk and gallant con- 
tetf, we were completely matters of it; but with 
the lofs of fomc brave Officers and lbldicrs, as your 
• Excellency , 
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Excellency will perceive by the enclofed return. The 
enemy's lofs was, from the nature of the conteft, ne- 
ceffirilv much greater than ours ; and on the night 
of the 8th, all that part of their force, which wa9 
not required for the defence of the Fort, went off to 
the Northward ; including all the Arabs, who fur- 
vived the contort in the Petlah, excepting a fmall 
number who attended one of their wounded Chiefs 
who could not be removed farther than the Fort. 

On the 9th I reconnoitred the ground in the 
neighbourhood of the Fort, and on that evening 
Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with five companies 
of the 74th regiment, and the 2d battalion 12th re- 
giment, feized a petition within four hundred yards 
of it, on which, in thccourfe of that night, a battery 
was conrtrudted for lour guns, to take off the defences 
on the fide on which I propofol to make the attack. 
This opened at day-light on the iotlr ; and it was 
fo advantageonfly placed, and fired with fucli tf* 
feet, as to induce the Killedar to defire that' I th mid 
ceafe firing, in order that he might fend a perfn to 
treat for his furrendci*. In my anfwer I told him, 
that I ihould not ceafe firing till l ihould have 
taken the Fort, or he (hould have furrendered it ; 
but that I Ihould lillen to whatever he was defirous 
to communicate. 

Yefterdav morning he font out two Vakeels to 
propofe to furrender the Fort, on condition that he 
Ihould be allowed to depart with his garriion, and 
that he fhbuld have his private property. 

Although I confcnled to this propofol, it wis five 
in the evening before the h oft ages arrived in ramp, 
without whole prefence I refilled to rtop the fire 
from the llriliih batteries. According to his en- 
gagement, however, the Killedar inarched out of tne 
Fort this morning, with a garrifon confiding of 
1400 men, and the troops under iny command took 
poffeilion of it. 


In 



In this manner has this Fort fallen into our hands: 
our lofs fince the 8th has been trifling, which I at- 
tribute-much to the fpirit with which our attacks on 
that day were carried on. 

I have to draw your Excellency’s notice towards 
the conduft of the troops, particularly on that oc- 
cafipn, and towards Lieutenant Colonels Harnefs, 
Wallace, and Maxwell, who commanded in the 
trenches, Captain Beauman commanding the Ar- 
tillery, Captain Johnfon of the Engineers, and 
Captain Heitland of the Pioneers, in the (hort fub- 
(equent fiege. 

Your Excellency muft be well acquainted with 
the advantageous fituation of the Fort of Ahmed- 
nuggur pn the frontier of his Highftefs the Nizam, 
covering Poonah, and as an important point of fup- 
port to all our future operations to the northward. 
Jt is confidered in this country as one of its ilrong- 
eft Forts; and excepting Vellore in the Carnatic, is 
the ftrongeft country Fort that I have feen. It is 
in excellent repair, excepting in the part expofed 
to the fire of the Britifh troops. 

I fhall hereafter' have the honour of tranfmitting 
to your Excellency an account of the ordnance, 
(tores, and grain, which it contains. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

With the greateft refpctt, 

Your Excellency's mod obedient 
And faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 


Return 



Return of the Killed and Wounded of his Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s Troops , compoftng a Detachment 
in advance of the Grand Army » under the Command of Major-General the Honourdble A. \V El. LESLEY, in the AJfault 
of the City of Ahmednuggur, on the 9 th Auguft, 1803; and on the qth, 10th, and llth, during the Siege of the Fort of 
Ahmednuggur . 
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Killed 


Wounded 




"CiTpfcufi Grant, 78th regrmenf. 

Captain Humberftone, 78th ditto. 

' Lieutenant Anderfon, 78th ditto. 

. Lieut. PIcnderleath, 1 ft bat. 3d reg. N. L 
r Lieutenant Wilfom 74th regiment. 
Lieutenant Larkins, 78th ditto. 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY, 

Defy. Acjt . Gen, in My/ore . 


PuWifbed by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 


J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


General Orders, h his Excellency the Mojl Noble the 
Governor General in Council. 

• Fort If'iHitim , Septemlcr , 8, 1 803. 

THE .Governor General in Council having re- 
ceived from Major General the Honourable Arthur 
Welle tley, the official account of the reduction of 
die important fortvcls of Ahmednuggur, by the 
forces under the command of that Officer, is pleafed 
to fignify the high approbation with which his 
Excellency in Council has nblcrved jhe judgment, 
promptitude, and (kill, manifelicd by Major Gene- 
ral Wellcfley, in directing the operations of the 
forces under his command, on that critical oc- 
cafion. 

His Excellency in Council is pleafed to cl ire ft 
Major General Wellcfley to notify to the Officers 
and troops under his command*, that the Governor 
General in Council has derived the mod' cordial 
falLfaftion, from the diftinrniilhecl alacrity, gal- 
lantry, and fpirit, which, they difplayed in the 
attack upon the Peltah, and in the fubfequent 
fiege of th.e fort of Ahmcdnuggur ; and the Gover- 
nor General in Council has remarked, with par- 
4 ' ticular 
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ticiilar approbation, the condu& of Lieutenant 
Colonels Harnefs, Wallace, and Maxwell *, of Cap- 
tain Beauman, of the Artillery * of Captain John- 
fon, of the Engineers j and of Captain Heitland, of 
the Pioneers. 

The Governor General in Council deeply la- 
ments the lofsof Captains Grant and Humberftone* 
of Lieutenants Anderfon and Plend&rleath ; and of 
the brave foldiers who fell in the fuccefsful conteft 
of the 8th of Auguft. The memory of thofe gal- 
lant Officers and foldiers, who have fallen with 
honour in the public fer vice, will be regarded with 
affe&ion and refpeft, by their Sovereign and their 
Country. 

By command of his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

L. IIook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. E)ept 


A Difpatch, of which the following is an ExtrafcT* 
has been received this Day, by his Excellency 
the Molt Noble'the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Mod* Noble Marquis 

Wellesley, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 

\ 

Fort William, September 8, 1803. 

MY LORD, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordflrip, 
that I attacked Mr. Perron's force this morning, 
which., was ftrongly potted with their right ex- 
tending to the fort of Aliy Ghur, and their entire 
front pretefted by a deep morafs, which obligee! me 
to change my original plan of attack, ?nd detour con* 
fiderably to the right, to turn their left Hank, which 
J completely effected, dillodging a body of troops 
which were ported in a village in the enemy’s 

front. 

/ 


h 


On 
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• Ob moving forward with the cavalry in two 
lines, fupported by the line of infantry and guns, 
the enemy immediately retired after a very few 
(hot from the cavalry guns, which did fomc exe- 

. Several- attempts were made to charge ,fome 
confiderable bodies of cavalry, who made an ap- 
pearance of {landing, but the rapidity of their 
retreat prevented the poflibility of cffecbpg it fo 
completely as I could have wiflied ; but l have 
reafon to believe, that in confluence of ^ope- 
rations of this day, many of his confederates 'have 

^My lofs in men and horfes is very inconftderable, 

and no Officer. • . . , 

l have the pleafure to allure your Lordfhrp, that 
the zeal, activity, and fteadinefs, difplayed by both 
Officers and men, afforded. me entire fatistaction, 

. and deferve my warmeft praife. 

My ftaff afforded me every affiftance, and 1 teel 

mvfelf under great obligations to them. _ , 

From every information I cah obtain, 
diately on our advancing, Mn Perron, with his 
body guard, retried towards A°;ra, and has lett 
Colonel Pedron in charge of the fort. 

I am at prefent encamped to the fouthward or 
the fort, and the town ot Cbel is occupied by one 

of my battalions. 

1 have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip’s moll faithful 
And humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 
Head 'Quarters, Cdnifi before Ally Gbur, 

Aapifi 2,9, 1 803. 

Publiflied by command of his'Excelleney 
the ’Moft Nible.the Governor General 
in Council. , , _ 

T. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 

J General 



General Orders, by his Excellency the Mofl Noble the 
Governor. General in Council . 

Fort William , September 8* 1 803. 

THE Governor General in CounciMs pleafed to 
offer his molt cordial thanks and congratulations to 
his Excellency the Commander in- Chief, upon the 
diftinguiflied ability, energy, and fuccefs of the 
conduft of the forces under his Excellency's per- 
fonal command, in the judicious and gallant attack 
.of the forces under the command of Mr. Perron, in 
the vicinity of Coel, on the 29th of Auguft. 

His Excellency in Council has received with the 
moft fincere pleafure, the Commander in Chief's 
report of the zeal, a&ivity, and fteadinefs dif- 
played by the Officers and men, and of the meri- 
torious ferviees of the ftaff, on that important 
occafion. 

The Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
direft the Commander in Chief to fignify to the 
Officers and men employed in the aftion of the 
29th of Auguft* that the‘cpndu& of the army on 
that day has obtained the high approbation of his 
Excellency in Council; has confirmed the repu- 
tation and honour of the Britilh arms in India; 
and has fecured the moft important advantages to 
the caufe of the allies, in the profecution of the 
war, and in the fpeedy eftablilhment of permanent 
peace. 

By command of his Excellency the 
Moft Ndble the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council. 

L. Hook, Sec. to tho - Govt.JMil. Dept. 
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A Difpatch, of which the following is an Ex- 
tract, has been received this Day, by his Excel- 
lency the Moft Noble the Governor General, 
from his Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

Fort William, ytb September, 1803. 

MY .LORD, 

IT is with infinite fatisfa&ion I inform your Lord-, 
Ihip, that the inhabitants of this part of the coun- 
try are coming in fall, and manifeft a wifh of 
being protected by the Britilh Government, and 
that in ponfequence of my having caufed it to be 
made known to the head men of the villages in this 
neighbourhood, that it is not my intention to moleft 
either the perfons or the properties of fuch of the 
inhabitants as (hall claim my proteftion, I have the 
pleafure to fay, that the people who deferted the 
town of Coel 6n our approach yefterday, are re- 
turning faft to their houfes, and the town is nearly 
repeopled ; indeed they have every reafon to be 
fatisfied, as .the inftant this pofitio^ was gained, a 
battalion was pofted in Coel to prevent plunder, 
by which means very little lofs was fuftained by 
the inhabitants. 

I learn from all quarters, that moft of the enemy’s, 
cavalry who oppofed us yefterdav, have returned to 
' their homes, declaring their inability to oppofe the 
Englilh. v , 

From every account I can receive, the number 
of cavalry oppofed to uS amounted to fifteen or 
twenty thoufand. ’ . ■ 

The country in our rear is in a ftate of perfect 
tranquillity, nor has it been molefted by a Angle 
. horfeman. 

I have fent into the Fort a fummons in Englilh 

and 



and French, which will, I, truft, have the defired 
effeft. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip’s mod faithful 
And humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 
Head Quarters, Camp before Ally Chur, 

Auguft 30, 1303. 

Publilhed by command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J Lumsden, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 


To Captain Lionel Hook, Sec. to the Govt. MIL 
Dept . 

SIR, Fort William » September 10, 1803. 

I HAVE the honour, by order of the Comman- 
der in Chief, to forward to you, for the informa- 
tion of his Excellency the Mod Noble the Governor 
General in Coundf, a return of the killed, wound- 
ed, and miffing, in the aftion which took place,, 
vederday, between the Britifli army and that of 
General Perron. 

1 have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient fervant, 1 

D.OCH 1 ERLONY, 
Head Quarters , Deputy Adjut. General. 

Camp at Coel, Augufi 30, 1S03, 



6s 



A Dif. 


Publifhed by Command of his Excellency the Moft Noble the Qovernor General in Council. 

" L. Hook, Sec, to the Go<vt, Mil, Deft, 



A'Difpatch, of yriiich the following Is a Copy, has 
been received this Day by his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General', from his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

T ? his Excellency the Moft Noble Marqjtis Welles- 
ley, Governor General , iftc. &c. tftc. . 

Fort William, Stpitmltr ij, I.8oj. 

MY LORD, 

IT is with inexpreffible fatisfa&ion that I have 
the honour to report to your Lordfhip, the. capture 
of the Fort of Ally Ghur this morning byaffauit. 

Having fpent fome days in fruitlefs endeavours to 
fave the unneceffary effufion of blood, on finding 
that the natives periifted obftinately in their deter- 
mination of refinance, and rejefted every overture 
I made, I found myfelf under the neceffity of de- 
termining on fdme decifive meafure, and after 
maturely confidering the probability of fuccefs, with 
the obftacles that oppofed us, 1 judged it preferable 
to carry it by Sifiaijlt, than to lofe time by the flower 
operations of a (iege. 

In confequence of this refolution, I ordered the 
Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monfon to lead the 
attack, compofed of four companies of his Majefty's 
76th regiment, and the lit battalion of the 4th regi* 
ment native infantry under Lieut. Colonel Brown, 
with a detachment of the 17th native regiment 
under Capt. Baglliavv. 

Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, covered their 
advance by a heavy fire from batteries in fituations 
which had been previouily determined on, 

I attribute the fuccefs of this attack entirely to the 
gallantry and fleady condudt displayed by the Hon. 
Lieutenant Colonel Monfon, in leading on his men 
under a moft •galling fire of mulkctry and grape, 
^againft a Fort hitherto deemed impregnable, and de- 
fended .on all fidcs with the utmoft obitinaev. 

\ 4 
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It would be injuftice in me, were I not to men* 
fton the diftinguiflied bravery of the men of his Ma- 
jefty’s 76th regiment, who, notwithftanding the lofs 
of many of their Officers, fteadily perfevered, till 
the attainment of their objeft was effected. 

To Colonel Brown, of the ift battalion of the 
4th regiment, who has received a fevere wound, and 
to the whole of the Officers of that battalion, whofe 
exertions on this occafion were molt meritorious, 
my praife is juftly due. 

To Major Mac Leod, who gallantly led the 76th 
regiment, after Colonel Monfon was wounded ; and 
to Captain Shipton of the artillery, who had charge 
of the gnns that forced the gate, both of whom, 
though wounded, ftill remained at their port, I feel 
myfelfmuch indebted. 

To Colonel Horsford, who commanded the artil- 
lery, as well as to* Captains Robertfonand Greene, 
who commanded the covering batteries, I feel my- 
felf under infinite obligations; and, indeed, that 
whole corps merit my warmeft praife, for the gal- 
lantry difplayed on this occafion, as well as on every 
other in which they have bben engaged. 

It is with extreme forrow I lament the lofs of 
many valuable Officers of his Majefly’s 76th regi- 
ment, and alfo of t'he Honourable Company’s 
Service. 

I am forry to add, that Colonel Monfon’s wound 
is dangerous, and I fear I fiiall at all events be de- 
prived of the Cervices of this gallant Officer for fome 
time. 

I (hall have the honour to forward to your Lord- 
ihip, as foon as poflible, returns of the killed and 
wounded Officers, and men, of the army under ray 
command; which, confidering the nature of the 
attack, are as few as could be expefted. 

I feel I (hall be wanting in juftice to the merits of 
Mr. Lucan, an Officer, a native of Great Britain, 
2 who 
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who lately quitted the fervice of Scindiah, to avoid 
ferving againfl; his country, were I not to recom- 
mend him to your Lordmip’s particular attention. 
He gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Monfon to 
the gate, and point out the road through the Fort, 
which he effected in a moft gallant manner ; and 
Colonel Monfon has reported having received 
infinite benefit from his fcrvices. If you deem hind 
worthy of any mark of your Excellency’s' favour, it 
will afford me great fatisfaftion if his fcrvices are 
rewarded by Government. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s molt faithful humble fervrmt, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 
Head Quarters, Camp, Ally Ghur, 

September 4, 1803. 

P. S. I have the honour to enclofe correct returns 
of the Officers killed and wounded in the attack 
this morning. 

M. Perron, who commanded in the Fort, is our 
prifoner. He was the only European in the gar- 
rifon, 

. (Signed) G. L. 


Copy of the \ft Brigade Return of Killed, Wounded, and 
Miffing, J\tk September, 1803. 

His Majejly's -] 6 tb Regiment . 

Killed — Captain Cameron, 

Lieutenant Fleming, 

■ - Browne, 

— — Campbell, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant St. Aubin. 

Number of rrlen killed, not known, 
Wound{d '~- Honourable Lieut. Col. Monfon, 

Major M'Leod, 
i 


Lieutenant 



Lieutenant Sinclair, 

Enfign Frafer* 

Forty men asyet afcer&ined. 
i ft Battalion 4th Regiment Native Infantry . 
Lieutenant John Turton, killed, 

Lieut# Col. Browne, wounded, 

Captain Berry, ditto, 

Lieutenant Andre, ditto, 

Enfign Burgefs, . ditto, 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not 
yet- known# 

%d Battalion 4 , th Regiment Native Infantry ♦ 
Being in the Fort, as yet not known. 
id Battalion 17th Regiment Native Infantry . 
Captain Baglhaw, wounded, 

Lieutenant Bofcawen, ditto. 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not 
yet afcertained. 

Artillery . 

Captain Shipton, wounded. 

Number of men killed and wounded, not yet 
afcertained, 

(Signed) G. A, F. LAKE, Military Secretary , 

Publtthed by Command of his Excellency 
The Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt , 

General Orders, by his Excellency the Moft Noble the 
Governor General in Council \ 

Fort Wit Ham > September 15, 1803} 

The Governor General in Council, under the 
ftrongeft impreflions of public gratitude, notifies to 
the army, his unfeigned admiration of , the diftin-* 
guifhed conduft of the forces employed under the 
perfonal command of his Excellency General Lake, 
in the gallant, and fuccelstul affault of the ftrong 
Port of Ally Ghur on the 4th inftaot, 
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The proposals of furrender offered by the Com*, 
ttiander in Chief to the#arrifon immediately after 
the retreat of Mr. Perron's forces, afford the moft 
convincing proof, that the humanity of the Britifli 
chara&er is intimately connected with that fpirit of 
alacrity and valour* which marked the Commander 
in Chiefs judicious refolution to meet the obfti- 
nacy of the enemy by an immediate affault of the 
place. 

The judgment and energy manifefted by the Com- 
mander in Chief in the plan of the attack, corref* 
.pond with the intrepidity, fpirit, and perieverance 
of his brave Officers and foldiers, in executing the 
orders of their a^ble and gallant General - 9 and the 
glorious refult of the affault has confiderabiy aug- 
mented the reputation of the*Britilh name and the 
honour of the Britifli arms in India. 

The Governor General in Council is pleafedto . 
direft the Commander in Chief to exprefs the parti- 
cular and moft diftinguifhed approbation with which 
his Excellency in Council has viewed the courage, 
firmnefs, and ability, difplayed by the Honourable 
Lieutenant Colonel Monfon in leading the- attack, 
under circumftances of the utmoft degree of diffir 
culty and danger. A ftrong fenfe of the interefts 
of the public fervice, and a defire to witnefs a con- 
tinuance of the glorious fuccefs of the Britifli arms 
in India, render the Governor General in Council 
fincefely anxious, that this excellent Officer, (repeat- 
edly diftinguiflied by his conduit in various exigen- 
cies of the fervice^ may fpeedily be enabled to re- 
fume the edmmand of bis gallant corps, and to aug- 
ment his claims upon the gratitude and applaufe of 
his country. ' ' # . 

The Governor- General in Council alfo directs 
the Commander in Chief to fignify to Lieutenant- , 
Colonel Browne, of the ift battalion 4th regiment 
native infantry, and to all the Officers of that bat- 
i 2 talion, 



68 


taliort, that his Excellency in Council entertains the 
higheft fenfe of their notorious exertions, atid 
warmly approves their honourable fervices. 

The Governor General in Council alfo defires, 
that his particular approbation may be fignified to 
Major M‘Leod of the 76th regiment, to Captain 
Shipton of the artillery, and alfo to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Horsford, Captains Robertfon and Greene. 

It is with the greateft fatisfaftion that the Go- 
vernor General in Council expreffes his applaufe of 
the bravery, difeipline and fteadinefs, of the men 
of his Majefly’s 76th regiment, and of the corps of 
artillery, as well as of all the foldicrs who were 
employed on this brilliant fervice. 

The lofs of Captain Cameron, Lieutenants Fle- 
ming, Browne, Campbell, St. Aubin, andTurton, 
is deplored by the Governor General in Council* 
Their country, their friends, and their King, will 
however receive confolation for that lofs, in re- 
flecting upon the glory of their atchievements, and 
upon the public advantage of their illuftrious 
'example. 

The Governor General in Council direfts the 
Commander in Chief to lignify to Mr. Lucan, the 
approbation with which his Excellency in Council 
has remarked the fervices rendered by that gentle- 
man to the caufe of his native country, in ihefpi- 
rited exertion of Britifli courage and public zeal. 
It is highly iatisfa&ory to his Excellency in Council 
to obferve this meritorious example of a juft atten* 
tion to the duty which every Brit|fli fubjeft owes to 
the Britifli Government in India. r l he Governor 
General in Council will not fail to reward the ler- 
vices of Mr. Lucan, in fuch manner as lhall be re- 
commended by the Commander in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council relies with 
confidence on the approved chara&er of this army, 
and of the Commander in Chief, that their unabated 

magnfr 
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magnanimity, (kill, and perfcverance, will be at- 
tended with a continuanMipf fuccefs, proportionate 
to the juftice of our cauf^ and to the fuperiprity of 
our arms. 

By command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council. 

L. Hook, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept. 
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Fcrt William, Siflmier 1 6 , tfoj. 

The following correct return of the killed and 
wounded at the aflault of Ally Ghur, received this 
day from his Excellency the Commander in Chief> 
is publilhed for general information : 

Return of the Killed -and Wounded, at the AJfault of 
Ally Ghur on the Morning of the 4 th September, 
1803. 
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Names of Officer skilled and Wounded, 

Artillery. —Captain Shipton, wounded. 

76/A Regiment. — Killed — Captain Cameron, 
Lieutenants Fleming;, Browne, Campbell, 
and Lieutenant and Adjutant St. Aubin. 

Wounded— The Hon. Lieutenant Colonel 
Monfon, Major M'Leod, Lieutenant Sin- 
clair, and Enlign Frafer. 

\ft Bat. dfth Reg — Killed — Lieutenant Turton. 

Wounded— Lieutenant Colonel Browne, Cap- 
tain Jkrrie, Lieutenant Andre, and Enfign 
Burgefs. 

4 Comps, ipth Reg . — Wounded —Captain Bagfhaw, 
and Lieutenant Bofcawen. 

J. Gerard, Adj, Gen. 

Published by command of his 

. Excellency the Molt Noble* 

^he Governor General in 
Council. 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec, to the Govt. . , 


Fort William , Stptember 18, 1803. 

DISPATCHES were this day received by the 
Governor General, from his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief, dated from camp at Soomna, 
on the 7th of September, by which it appears, 
that M. Perron, late Commander of the Forces of 
Powlut Rao Scindiah, having refigned the fervice 
of that Chieftain, had applied by letter, dated the 
cth of September, for permiffion to pafs'with his 
family, property, and the Officers of his suite, to 
Lucnow, through the territories of the Honourable 
Company, and of the Nawaub Vizier, and had 
alfo applied for a Efficient efcort, to be compofed 
- ' either 
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either of,Rriti(h troops, or of his own body guard j 
his Excellency Generajk Lake had immediately 
complied with M. Perron’s rcqueft, and had accor- 
dingly permitted that Officer to proceed through 
.the Britiih tenUories, attended by a Britiih Officer, 
Who had been appointed to meet M. Perron on the 
frontier, and to cohdufl hint to Lukriow. His 
Excellency, General Lake, had alfo permitted M. 
PerrOli ,to be efcorted by his own body guard, and 
Had provided for the reception of M. Perron in the 
Company’s territories, and thofe of the Nawaub 
‘Vizier, with every mark of refpeft and honour. 

Published by command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General 
in Council. - 

J. L^MSden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


< fart Wiliam, Stftmtcr si, 1803. 


ON the ad inftant, a body of predatory horfe, 
commanded by a French Officer, attacked the 
cantonment of Shekoabad, on the . frontier of the 
diftrift of Etawah. The Britiih force at that poll, 
, confiding of five companies of the firft battalion of 
the eleventh regiment of native infantry, .with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
- Coningham, continued to refill the attack of the 
enemy’s cavalry during the greater part of the day, 
with great refolution and fpirit, and at length fuc- 
ceeded in repulfing the enemy. The enemy appear 
to have fuffered confiderably, and. to have loll 
feveral Officers on this occafion. The conduct of 
Lieptenant-Colonel Coningham, and of the troops 
under his command, on this occafion, received tne 
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On the 4th inftant Lieutenant-Colonel Coning* 
ham was again attacked by the enemy’s troops, to 
whom hi; oppofed a fpirited refiftange fpy (or^e 
hours ; but having reafon to oe%vf t tut 'the it m»m* 
J>er was fo confiderable a§ tp rcn^g* fmrthir|jffift- 
ance ineffe&ual, he furrendered, on 994$^ {hat 
his detachment fliould be permitted to' march to 
Cawnpore, with their arms and ammunitiQfl, Vtd 
the gun attached to the corps j that ill prjyate 
property fhould be prptefled, and that the detach* 
.rent (houid not ferve during the war with Dowlut 
JR»o Scindiah. Thefe terms were faithfully obferved 
by the enemy, and the detachment accprdiRgty 
marched to Cawnpore. 

His excellency the Commander in Chief on th e 
night of the 4th inftant, detached 4 force to $beko- 
abad Intelligence has been received of the yrrival 
of that force at the place of its definition, an^ pf 
the retreat of the whole of the enemy’s troops 
from the Company's. dominions. 

The following are the names of the Queers 
wounded in the attack on Shskoabsd 1 

Lieutenant-Colonel Coiiingham ? 

Cyptaiq Lamborne, 

Captain \yinboltr— Artillery, 
lieutenant Stoneham, 

Enfign Heylham. 

The number of Sepoys fated tp be killed and 
wounded is fixty-three. ' 

Publilhed by Command of his Excellency 
thp Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J, EyMspiN, Chief Sec. to the ^pyt, 

Fort 


k 



7 * 


Fort WiFltam % Sefttkitr * 3 , 11803 * 

A Difpatch, of which the following is a copy, ha* 
been, received this day, by his Excellency the 
,Moft Noble the Governor General, from his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Mod Noble Ma^is 
' Wellesley, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 

MY LORD, Fort William* 

I have the fatisfaftion to inform your Lordfhip, 
that after a march of eighteen miles, this morning 
I learnt that the enemy in great force, under Mr. 
Louis, had eroded the Jumna from Delhi, with the 
intention of. attacking us. 

Wheh we had eniamped, we found our ports 
were attacked by a body of the enemy. On re- 
connoitring to our front, I found that the enemy's 
whple atmy were drawn up in order of battle ; I 
immediately ordered out the whole line, and ad- 
vanced to attack them in front! 

The enemy oppofed to us a tremendous fire from 
a numerous artillery, which was uncommonly well 
ferved, and caufed us confiderable lofs in Officers 
and men j but 1 have the fatisfaction to add, that 
our advance under a moft heavy cannonade, and* 
aftual charge of the enemy, at about one hundred 
rp^ces diftant, caufed a moft precipitate retreat, 
and left in our poffeffion the whole of their ar- 
tillery. 

The cavalry purfued the fugitives to the Jumna, 
making great havoc, and numbers were drowned in 
attempting to crofs. f' \ 

In ftort, I have only to exprefs my entire appro- 
bation of the gallantry of the troops under my 
command, during the whole of this moft brilliant 
iQion; and fhall have the honour to detail it more 
x particularly 
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particularly to-morrow, which, the latenefs of. the 
hour prevents me doing at prefent. 

The whole army was under artps from three this 
morning till this moment. 

I have the honour to be, ' 

My Lord, 

Your Lordihip's moft faithful 
Humble iervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE)* 

Head Quarters, Camp oppofite Delhi , 

Half pajt /even P. M. Sept, Ii, 1803. 

' Publilhed-by command of his Excellency 
, the Molt Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt, . 


A Difpatch, of which the following is a Copy, has 
been received this Day, by his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from his 
..Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis 

■WELLESLEY, &C. &C. &C. 

LORD, Fert William, September 1803, 

MY letter of yefterday will have informed ypiir 
Lordlhip of the total defeat of the force under Mr. 
Louis." The latenefs of the hour prevented my 
detailing the operations of the day as fully as I 
could have wilhed. 

1 cannot find terms sufficiently ftrong to exprefs 
the high fenfe I entertain of the gallant fervices 
performed by the whole of the-Officers and men 
m the army under my command. v 

When the length of our march (upwards of 
eighteen miles,) is confidered, the fatigue, the 
k s whole 
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ttfty 1 &WlbfW r eWt, ind that vft Were expofed 
to & molt galling fite frtm the enemy of grape 
ft, While 'advancing in line, the opera- 
tions of yefterday muft ever reflect the higheft 
s Credit on all deftriptions of troops engaged ; and 
cannot fail of ftriking the enemy with a dread of- 
our army; tMd prOvh to them, that oppofition to 
fuchfuperioj difcipJiflp and courage, is ufelefs. 

wlwajof General Wane, who commanded the 
right wing, and to the Honourable Major-General 
St. J6hn, who commanded the , left, 1 feel myfelf 
tinder infinite obligations. The former, I ana 
forry to fay, received a very feVere ccmtufion, /While , 
advancing with the tight wing. 

Major-General St. John was oppofcd to the 
endftfy’s right'-, the fteadlnefs and ability difplayed 
by the Honourable the Major-General, quickly 
furmounted every difficulty, and forced the enemy 
to retire in difprder, with very heavy lofs. 

To Colonel St. Leger, who commanded the 
cavalry, my warmed: praifcs are due ; the fteadinefe 
and gallantry of the whole corps, bo'th 'Europeans 
and Natives, under a formidable fire 6f artillery, 
■does them infihite honopr. 

After the gallant and ileady charge of his Ma- 
jesty's j6tb regiment, led by Captain Boyce, and 
the. whole 'of the Infantry line, who advinfied to 
’Hvifhi ! b''bt* hundred paces of the enemy, without 
theirfitelocks from 'their fimulders, When 
^y^wed'a voltey,arslrufhed‘on withtbe "bayonet, 
Sswja 'determination nothing -could 'refill $ had 
forced the enemy to abandon their formidable ar- 
tiheiy. Colonel St. Eager, with the - cavalry under 
-his '• command, moved rapidly forward, 'When a 
’dreadful Daughter 'enfued; ’by « well-timed ma- 
nceuvre of the Colone I's in rntercepUag their retreat 
'to 'the Jumna, much execution ,tvas ’dene ; the 
♦enemy's confufion tv as fuctv that realty ‘Were 
»dfowned, in attempting to crofs the river. 



To Colonel Horsford, and every Officer of the , 
corps of artillery, 1 feel myfelf infinitely indebted 
for thdr meritorious fervices on the occafion. 

The number of the enemy’s guns already col- 
lected, is between' fifty and fixty * and I expe& ' 
more before the evening. I (hail have the honour 
to forward a regular return of the enemy’s, ord- 
nance to-morrow. 

I have to lament the lofe of many Officers and 
men killed and wounded in this action, returns 
of which (hall be tranfmitted for your Lordfhip’a 
Information. 

Frotn the extreme heat and fatigue, that both 
Officers and men experienced, I have to regret the 
lofs of Major Middleton, of the 3d native cavalry, 
and Cornet Sanguine, of the 27th Light Dragoons, 
as well as of feveral European foldiers, who fell, 
from the effefts of the fun. 

I have to lament the lofs of Captain Robert 
M*Gregor (Perfian interpreter in the field), who 
fell, when advancing ina gallant ftyle. 

The confequences of this victory, are the eva- 
cuation of the city and forts of Delhi, and the dif- 
perfion of the enemy in-all directions. 

• At the earned requed of his Majefty, who is 
anxious to put himfelf under the protection of 
the Britilh Government, i (hall crofs the river with 
my army, as foon as a fufficient number of boats 
can be procured. 

, My,daff, as ufual, conducted themfelves to tuf 
entire fadsfafition, and merit my warmeft appro- 
bation. 

1 have the houour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lord (hip’s mod faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE, 

Head Quarters , Camp, Delhi Ghaut, 

September 12, 1803. 


Killed, 
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Killed by the Effefis of the Sun. 

Major Middleton, 3d Native Cavalry, ' 
Comet Sanguine, 17th Light Dragoons. 


Killed btAttion. 

Captain M‘Gregor. 

Lieutenant Hill, 12th Native Infantry. 

Lieutenant Frefton, 15th Native Infantry. 
Lieutenant Alden. 


Wounded. 

Captain Coveil, 17th Light Dragoons. 
Cornet Crowe, ad Native Cavalry. 

Cornet Mather, 2d Native Cavalry. 

Comet Swindell, 3d Native Cavalry. 

Lieutenant M’Doriald, 76th Foot. 

Lieutenant Wroteiley, 2d Battalion 2d Regt. 
Captain Matthews, Artillery. 

. The above is the molt corrfeft return that has yet 
been received. 

Fublilhed by command of his Excellency 
- the Molt Noble Governor General in 
Council. 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to die Govt. 


ADif- 



A Difpatch,of which the following is a Copy, has 
been received this Day, by Kis Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief, 


To his Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis 
Wsllesley, Governor General, &c. &c. 8cc. 

MY LORD, Fort William , September 23, 1803. 

FOR your Lordlhip’s information, I have the 
honour to enclofe a lift of the killed and wounded. 
Officers and men, of the army under my command, 
in the aftion of the 1 ith inftant. 

Your Lordlhip will perceive, that our lofs has 
been very great; but when I confider,, that we 
moved on againft an immenfe .artillery, of nearly 
one hundred pieces of cannon, and many of a very 
large calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have ever 
been witnefs to, and that this fire was direfted 
againft a line, confiding, on the moft correct calcu- 
lation, of not more than four thoufand five hundred 
men, including cavalry, artillery, and infantry; and 
that we were oppofed by upwards of four times 
that number, it is no longer a matter of furprize. 

it is neceftaty to remark, that we had only one 
brigade of cavalry; confifting of the 27 th light dra- 
goons, and the 2d and 3d regiments of native ca- 
valry 5 the other brigades being detached for the t 
proteftion of our own provinces. 

The more I refleft on the glorious affair of the * 
lith, the mote forcibly 1 feel the bravery and intre- 
pidity difplaycd by every individual compofing my 
*rtny» I cannot find words to exprefs my feelings 

on 
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on this occafion, nor can I fufficiently lament the 
lofs of many brave fellows who have fallen. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordffiip’s mod faithful 
Humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, near Delhi 
Ghaut, September 13, 1803. 


Return of t)/e Killed, Wounded, and Miffing] in tie At- 
turn of the 1 ith September, 1803, 

ayth Dragoons.— Killed— j cornet, j quarter maf- 
ter, 1 ferjeant, 9 privates— horfes, troop 22, 
officer’s i, quarter mailer's 1, 

Wounded— 1 captain-lieutenant,, t ferjeant,- 
17 privates— horfes, troop 22, officer’s 1. 
Miffing- — 1 private — horfes, troop 14, officers’ 3. 
Total killed, wounded, and miffing,— Men 32, 
horfes 74. 

Artillery.- Killed— 1 ferjeant, 1 corporal, 1 ma- 
trofs, 1 lafcar. > 

Wounded — 1 captain, 1 ferjeant, 1 corporal, 
a gunners, 8 matroffes, t fcrangs, 13 lafcars. 
Miffing— 1 gunner, t lafcar. 

Total, 34* 

2d Regiment native cavalry,— Killed— ij horfes. 
Wounded — % cornets, 1 naik, 14 privates, id 
horfes. 

Miffing— ^.horfes. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing— Mep 27, 
> horfes 36. 

3 d 
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3d regiment native cavalry.— Killed— 1 major# 
i havildar, 5 troopers, 28 horfes. 

Wounded— -i cornet, 1 jemadar, 1 niik, 9 troop. 

ers, ao horfes. 

Miffing — 1 % horfes. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing — Men 19, 
horfes 60. 

76th foot. — Killed — ct ferjeants, 3 corporals, 29 
privates. 

Wounded— 1 lieutenant, 1 ferjeant, 3 corporals, 
$3 privates. 

’ • Miffing — 1 corporal, c privates. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing, 138. 

2d battalion 4th regiment.— Killed— 2 havildars, 
1 naik, 9 fepoys. 

Wounded — 1 lieutenant, 2 fubadars, 2 havildatfs, 
4 naiks, 1 drummer, 69 fepoys. 

Total killed and wounded 91. 

2d battalion nth regiment.— Killed— 1 lieutenant, 

I fubadar, 2 havildars, 1 naik, 3 drummers, 

I I fepoys. ' 1 ' 

Wounded — 1 fubadar, 1 havildar, 2 naiks, fe- 
poys, 1 bhifty. 

Total killed and wounded 56* 

jft battalion ijth regiment.— Killed — 1 fubadar, 
3 fepoys. 

Wounded— 3 havildars, 1 naik, 8 fepoys. 

Total killed and wounded *6. 

ad battalion 13th regiment. — Killed— 1 lieutenant, 

1 drummer, 5 fepoys. 

Wounded— 9 fepoys. 

Total killed and \younded 16, 

ift battalion 2d regiment.— Killed— 1 havildar* 
1 naik, i fepov. 

k Wounded 
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Wounded— i lieutenant, x havildar, i naik, 
xa fepoys. 

Total killed and wounded 18. 

2d battaliori 2d regiment.— Killed— a havildars, 
4 fepoys. 

Wounded— 2 lieutenants, 1 havildar, 1 naik, 
18 fepoys. . ' 

Total killed and wounded a8. 

ift battalion 14th regiment. — Wounded— 1 havil- 
dar, 1 a fepoys. 

Totfl Europeans Killed , Wounded, and Miffing. 

Killed— 1 major, 1 captain, a lieutenants, 1 cornet, 

I quarter matter, 4 ferjeants, 4 corporals, 39 
privates. 

Wounded — 1 captain, 1 captain-lieutenant, 4 lieu- 
tenants, 3 cornets, 3 ferjeants, 4 corporals, a gun- 
ners, 1 18 privates. 

Miffing — 1 corporal, 1 gunner, 6 privates. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing, 197 

Total Natives , Killed, Wounded, and Miffing. 

Killed— 2 fubadars, 8 havildars, 3 naiks, 38 pri- 
vates, 3 drummers, 1 lafcar. 

Wounded — 3 fubadars, 1 jemadar, 9 havildars, 

II naiks, 191 privates, 1 drummer, 2 ferangs, 
' 13 lafcars, 1 bhifty. 

Total natives killed and woufided 288. 

Horfes Killed^ - - - - 67 

Wounded - -' - 59 

Miffing - - - - 47 


Total, 173 


Names 
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Names of Officers Killed and Wounded in the Att'rn of 
the nth Infant. 

Killed — Major.Middleton, 3d regiment cavalry. 

Captain M'Gregor, Perfian interpreter in 
the field. 

Lieutenant Hill, 2d battalion 12th regi- 
ment. 

Lieutenant Prefton, 2d battalion 13th re- 
giment. 

Cornet Sanguine, 27 th dragoons, and 

Quarter mafter R. Richarafon, 27th dra- 
goons. 

Wounded— Major General Ware. 

Captain Mathews, Artillery. , 

Captain Lieutenant Coveil, 27th dragoons. 

Lieutenant M‘Donald, 76th regiment. 

Lieutenant Wrottefley, 2d battalion 4th 
regiment. 

Lieutenants Alden and Harriot, 2d bat- 
talion 2d regiment. 

Cornets Crowe and Mather, 2d regiment 
cavalry, 

Cornet Swindell, 3d regiment cavalry. 
(Signed) J. JERRARD, Adjutant General. 

Publifhed by Command of Hia Excellency 
the Molt Noble the Governor General 
in Council 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
kz 


A Difr 
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A Difpatch, of which the following is an Extra&> 
has been received this Day, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Moft Noble Marqjtxs 
Wellesley, Governor General, &c.' 8tc. &c. 

MY LORD, f° rt Wiliam, Siptcnlrr 26, 180J. 

I have" the honour to inform your Lordlhip, that 
the army this morning commenced crofting the 
Jumna. I truft the whole will be on the oppofite 
bank by the evening of the third day from hence. 

In confequence of the delay occafioned in pre* 
paring the neceflary prefents, I fliall not viftt his 
Majefty until the 16th inftant. 

1 have the pleafure to inform your Lordlliip, that 
Colonel Macan has reported to me, that he took 
pofleflion- of the Fort of Firozabad on the 9th 
inftant. 

My letter of the 7th will have informed your 
Lordlhip of Mr. Perron’s application for leave to 
pafs through the Honourable Company’s territo- 
ries, on his way to Lucknow. ■ 1 have the honour 
to inform your Lordlhip, that Mr. Perron, accom- 
panied by Meffrs. Beckett and Fleury, palled Sarf- 
nee o,n the 12th inftant ; the latter gentleman, who 
with fome difficulty jojncd Mr. Perron, informed 1 
Colohel Ball, that the horfe he had under his com- 
mand had difperfed. 

I learn from all quarters, that the difperfion of 
the force that oppofed me on the nth is moft com- 
plete j and I expeft fhortly to have it in my power 
to inform your lordlhip, that Monfieur Bourquain, 
.alias Louis, and the other French Officers in his 
army, have delivered themfelves up, as they have 

already ■ 
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already requefted to be allowed to throw them- 
felves ijpon the prote&ion ‘of the Britiih Govern- 
ment. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Four Lordfhip’s moft faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head-Quarters , Campy Delhi, 

September 14, 1803. 

.Publilhed bv command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


A Difpatch, of which the following is a copy, 
has been received this day, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from 
his Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Mojl Noble Marquis Wel- 

t LESLEY, &?C. £5 ?C. &C. 

Fort William , Sept. 28, 1803. 

MY. LORD, 

.1 HAVE the pJeafure to inform your Lordihip, 
that Mefirs. Rourquain, Geilin, Guerimnier, Del. 
Perron, and Jean Pierre, yefterday delivered them- 
felves up prifoners. 

They refide for the prefent in the Fort under a 
guard. I (hall, however, difpatch them in 1* few 
days under an efcort to Futty-Ghur, from Whence , 
they will embark, for the Prelidcncy. 


1 have 
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I have the honour to inform your LorcHhip, that 
I intend paying my firft viiit to his Majesty to-mor- 
row morning. 

I have the honour to be, Sic. Sic. Sic. 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head-Quarters, Delhi, 

Sept.'i$, 1803. 

Publifhed by command of his Excellency 
The Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. Lumsden; Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


A Difpatch, of which the following is an extrafl, 
was yefterday received by his Excellency the 
Moll Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To hit Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis Welles- 
ley, Governor General, &c. &c. (ftc. 

* Fort William, 03. 1 , i8dj. 

* MY LORD, 

I have the honour to inform your Lordlhip, that 
in confequence of the hour fixed upon by his Ma- 
jefty, I yefterday, attended by the chief Officers of 
the army, waited on his Majefty at his palace in 
the Fort. - 

Akber. Shah, his Majefty’s eldcft fon, 'came to 
* my camp to conduit me. 

His Majefty received me feated on his 1 throne, 
when the prefents were delivered, and the forms 
1 ufual on thofe occafions were obferved. 

K is 



*79 

His Majefty and his whole Court were unani- 
mpus in teftifying their joy at the change that has 
taken place in their fortunes. 

I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordihip’s mod faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, Delhi, 

September 17, 1803. 

Publiflied by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Difpatches, of which the foljowing are copies* 
have been received by his Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General, from his Excel- 
lency the Commander in Cnief. 

4 > 

To bis Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis Welles- 
ley, Governor-General , c 3 c. ( 3 c. ( 3 c. 


Fort Willi am, 0 Bober 3, 1S03. 

MY LORD, 

_ I have the honour to enclofe, for your Lordihip’s 
information, a return of the ordnance found in the 
fort of Ally Ghur, captured on the 4th inftant. 

The condition of the guns, number of arms and ; 
accoutrements, quantity of powder, military (tores, 
&c. have not yet been afeertained •, but I have left 
Captain Belt, an Officer of Artillery, in the garri- 
fon, who will, as foon as poffible, lend me exact 
% returns, 

5 



returns, which Ifiiall have the honour to forward 

to your Lordfhip. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, , _ 

Your Lordfliip's moft faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) ' G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp near Coorjah, 

‘ September 8, 1803. 

Return of the Ordnance, He. captured in the Fort of Ally 
Ghur , on the 4 th of September , 1803. 


Places where mounted* 


Guns. 2 S S 

S f *3 

o O 
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On' the Rounee, or FauJJebrnj/e , <*»</ 
the circular Work before the Gates. 

Brass Guns, from a 1 1 pr. to a 9 pr. 22 
Iron ditto> from a io to a 2 pr. 1 * 

Brass 6 inch Howitzer 

On the Bajions, 

Brass Guns, from a 20 pr. to a 6 pr. 

Iron ditto, from a 17 p r - t0 * 3 P r * 

0* the Curtains. 

Iron Guns, the calibre not taken, * 

Brass Mortars, 95 inch - • 

In th{ Arfenat Yard, and not mounted 

Brass Guns, from a 3 pr. to a 2 pr. 

Ditto, small, - ’ 

Iron Guns, from a 13 pr. to a 2 pr. 

Ditto^ small, 

Brass, Mortars, 1 1 inch, 

Ironfall Pieces, r 




■' v N: B; There was not fufficient tl trie to afcerfaln 
ilic exafl: condition of the above ordnance, fo as to 
pronounce them ferviceable, or unserviceable. 

In the arfenil yard, ; $ abundance ot (hot for the 
above gups, and fome (tone Ihells, but rieither of 
them are yet counted. 

in the magazine is a large quantity of gunpowder, 
not yet weighed. 

In the atfenal is a great nurtjber 6 f new arms and 
fome accoutrements. Part of the arms are niade 
after the European, ,aqd part after the country 
fashion ; the exa£t number of each not yet known. 

In the ftore-rooms are military (tores of Various 
kinds, but not at prefent examined. 

(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, Lieut Col. 

Commanding Artillery in th£ Field. 


To his Excellency the Moft* Noble Marquis 
Wellesley, Covernor General, &c. &c # 8£c. 

MY LORD, 

. For your Lordship's information, I have the 
honour tt> tranfmit a return of the ordnance, &c. 
taken from the enemy on the 1 1 th inftant. 

, From the reports of the Officer commanding the 
artillery, the whole of this ordnance is remarkably 
fine, as will be more fully pointed out to your 
Lordship by the remarks af Colonel Horsford an- 
nexed to the Return. 

fk The 
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*The whole of this artillery played op our line as 
we advanced. 

I have the honour tp be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's mod faithful 
Humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE, 

, Camfi, Delhi, September iS, 18:3, 

Head Quarters. 


Report of the Ordnance, &c. captured oppofite Delhi ^ 
on the nth cf September, 1803. 


a Brafs— 20-po.unders, 

5 ditto — 1 8 pounder parronades, 

3 ditto— 1 6-pounder ditto 

3 Iron— 1 2-pounders, (French), 

14 Brafs— 6-pounders, 

1 Iron — 6-pounder, 

23 Brafs— 4-pounders, )> 

S ditto— 3 ditto, 

^Iron—3 ditto, 
x Brafs — 8-inch mortar, • 

1 ditto— r8-inch howitzer, 

4 ditto— 6-inch ditto, 
z ditto— 54 ditto. 


The ybole mount- 
ed on field car- 
nages, with 
limbers and tra- 
ces comylut 


.6SLpieces of cannon of different natures-.' 

37 Tumbrils compleat, laden with ammunition. 
24 ditto ditto ditto, blown up on the 
~ — . v ■ . field of battle. 

6.1 Tumbrils complex laden with ammunition. 


N. B. Many tumbrils and ammunition carriages 
ibandoned by the enemy in the Jumjiah and Nul- 
lah, nut included above. 
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REMARKS. 


, The whole of the above-mentioned Ordnance ap- 
pears “ ferviceable,*’ excepting one iron i 2 -poun 7 
der, and one iron , impounder, which arc burft in 
firing. 

'lne iron guns are of European manufafture. 
The brafs guns, mortars, and howitzers, have been 
part in India one Portugijeze 3 -poundeAxcepted. 
Some bear an infeription of being made at Muttra* 
pthers at Ugein ; byt the whole are evidently from 
the defign and execution of an European artift. 
Ihe dimenfions are, in general, thofe of the 
French; the workmanfhip is of as-high a finifh a; 
any in the Company’s arfenal. 

Thirteen pf the 4-pounders h^ve inon cylinders 
(or bores), over which it would leem the metal was 
furt in carting the piece, for the* adherence is fo 
clofe, that no flit or chafm appears ; and nothing 
but the different colours of the t x wo metals difeovers 
the junftion. The iron cylinder (qf bore) is com- 
pofed of four longitudinal *pieccfc of hammered 
^rop, remarkably clofej^j|MFneatiy fitted through- 
out the bore. \/jgEr 

The whole arc furniflied with well 

made tkvatin^Scgyvs $ fome are of the lateft 
French 'impn^unent : And to the mortars and 
hoyvft^ei^me fame kind of elevating ferews are, 
by a^fimpie and ingenious adjuftment, made to 
elpariSte ♦he piece to any angle, and give either 
of them the double capacity of mortar and 
howitzer. 

* The carriages are ftrong and good; fome are 
neatly made according* to the French j^ttern. 

The' tumbrils are very flout, but of the clumfy 
fize and fliape made by dip Company in their arfe- 

> nal 
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nai about twenty years ago t Some, however, have 
the modern draft chain, whilft others have retained 
the trace made of green hides. 

, The ammunition, bgth round and grape, differs 
from that made in the Company's arfenal, infomuch' 
as, that the bags are of cotton inftcad of ferge, 
and hot fixed to bottom^ with the fliot ; and alfo, 
that two forts of grape are made ufe of after tW 
French, ordonnance ; viz. large balis for greht difr 
tances, frrialler balls for leffer diftances. 

Chaitt (hbt tolled tip into the fiiape of a bffll, oF 
the fize of the bore of the piece, either mortar Of 
howitzer, made part alfo of the enemy’s dmmU’ 
aitioh. 

(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, La Col. 

Commanding the Ariilliry in tbt ¥iild- 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, 

MUitery Secretoryt 


I* COLD. PMNTIR, 
SHOE LANE. 
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'Gflierdl Orders, ty tlis Excellency fhe'jfaojl Noble the 
Governor General in Council, Captain General 
and Commander in Chief of a}l the Lcend Forces 
fersikg in iheEafi Indies . , , 

Fort William, October i, 1 80 
THE returns received by tile Governor Gene&l 
In Council of the ordnance taken on the field of 
battle hear Delhi, on .the i ith of September 1803, 
haVe completed the official fiate'mcht of the' military 
Operations conduced binder the 'pefftnaj co mman d 
of His Excellency General Lake, from the ioth of 
Auguft to the 1 8th of September, . \ 

In reviewing the rapid arid brilliant fuccefs of our 
arms .within that period of time, every loyal fubjeft 
of the Britilh empire muft hi atiimated by the mold 
zealous emotions of juft pride, hitidiiai iriiiinjih, 
and public glory; 

The Governor General in Cobhcil has already ex- 
prefled the fentimentsof gratitude ahdadm'iratib'n 
with which he cOntittpfote* ttfe ’^cdiidda. of His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, and of the 
officers and troops under His Excellency’s perfonal 
command, in the action of the afpth Of Auguft, arid 
in the gallant affault of the fortrefi of Ally GhUr 
on the 4th of September. 

HiS Excellency in Council highly approves the 
judicious and early movement of the army after that 
important fucccfs towards the principal ftation Of 
the tmeniy’s infantry and artillery, and the pofition 
'i'hencte the moft fpeedy relief might be afforded to 
the Unfortunate reprefehfative of the Houfe of Ti- 
mur and to His Majefty’s RoyalFarUily. 

•The decifive vidtory gained in the battle of Delhi, 
on the | ith of September, juftified the firm confi- 
dence' repofed by the Governor General ip Council 
la the bravery, perfeverahee, and difcipline of the 
' ' 1 army. 



army, and in the fkill, judgment, adlive fpirit, and 
invipciblc intrepidity of their illuflrious commander. 

• The glory of that day is not furpaffed by any 
recorded triumph of the Britifh arms in India, and 
is attended by every circumftancc calculated to ele- 
vate the fame of Britifh Valor, to iljufirate the 
character of Britifh humanity, and to iccure the 
. liability of the Britifh empire in the Ead. 

The Governor General in Council acknowledges 
with the mod cordial fatisfadlion, the diltinguithed 
lervices of Major General Ware, and of the Ho- 
norable Major General St. John, in the adiion of 
the i ith of September ; and dircdls the Commander 
in Chief to lignify his particular approbation of the 
conduct of Major General Ware, in the command 
pf the right wihg of the Britifh army, and of the 
conduct of the Honorable Major General St. John, 
in the ability and fteadinefs which he difplayed in 
the command of the left wing, by (urmoun ting every 
difficulty, and by. forcing the right wing of tho 
enemy to retire in dilorder with heavy lofs. 

. The Governor General inXounci! alfo direds the 
Commander in Chief to notify to Colonel St. Legcr, 
and to the corps of cavalry employed on this ho- 
norable occadon, the high approbation with which 
His Excellency in Council has received the report 
of their gallantry and jirmnefs, and of the peculiar 
fki.ll manifefled under the able command of Colonel 
St. Leger, in their judicious, rapid, and decifive 
movements during the aclion, and after the flight of 
the enemy had commenced. His Excellency in 
Council contemplates with great fatisfadlion the ad- 
vanced ftate of difeipline of the Native cavalry of 
Bengal, and the fplendid proofs which that corp 3 
has afforded of its efficiency in adtive fcrvice agaiuft 
the numerous artillery of the pnemy. 

The condudt of Captain Boyce and of His Ma- 
jefly’s 76th regiment is noticed with the warmed 

. applaufe 



applaufe by the Governor General in Council: the* 
high reputation eftablifhed by that refpedlable corps 
in various fervices of difficulty and danger in. India, 
appeared in the battle of Delhi with a degree of luflre 
which has never been exceeded even by Britifh 
troops. His Excellency in Council fignifies his moft 
diftinguifhed approbation of the firmnefs and intre- 
pidity of the officers and men of the Native infantry, 
who, with His Majefty's 76th regiment, at the point 
of the bayonet, forced an enemy, confiderahly fu^ 
perior in numbers, from a powerful and well-fcrvqd 
artillery, and opened the way for the fuccefsful charge 
of the cavalry. , The conduit of the Native troops 
on this memorable day reflects the higheft honor 
upon the difeipline of ,the army of Bengal, and 
confirms the confidence of the Governor General in 
Council, in the diligence, Ikill, and courage of the 
officers of this efiablifhment, and in the eminent 
character of our native foldiers. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Horsford and the artillery, 
the Governor General in Council repeats the public 
teftimony of approbation which that meritorious 
corps has uniformly deferved in every exigency of 
the fervice. 

To the flaff of the army, the Governor General 
in Council is happy to exprefs the fatisfa&ion with 
which he learns that they continue,, on all occafions, 
to merit the warmeft approbation of the Commander 
in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council fincerely la- 
ments the lofs of Major Middleton, Captain Mac 
Gregor, Lieutenant Hill, Lieutenant Prefton, Cor- 
net Sanguine, and Quarter Mafler Richardfon ; and 
of the brave foldiers who fell in the exemplary ex- 
ertion of deliberate valor and difciplined fpirit at 
the battle of Delhi. The names of thqfe brave 
men will be commemorated with the glorious events 
of the day on which they fell, and will be honored 
la and 
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and revered, whilp the fame of that fignal victory 
lball endtite. ; ' 

fii feffimony <jf the peculiar honor acquired by 
the army under the pertqria! cortfmandof His Excel- 
lency General Lake, the Governor General in 
Cbuncil is pleated, to order, that honorary colours, 
with a device properly fuifed. to commemorate the 
reduction of the lortrefs of Ally Ghur on the 4th, 
and the vidtory obtained at Delhi on the nth of. 
September, be prefentcd to the corps of cavalry and 
infantry, European and Native, relpedlivcly em- 
ployed on thofe glorious occafions ; and that a public 
monument be eredted at Fort William to the me- 
mory of the brave Officers and men, European and 
Native, who have fallen in the public fervice during 
the prefent campaign. 

-The honorary colours granted by thde orders to 
His Majefty’s 27th regiment of dragoons, and to 
the 76th regiment of foot, arc to be ufed by thofe 
corps while they (hall continue in India, or until 
Hi's Majefly’s moft gracious pleafure be fignified 
through His Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

In concluding his orders on this memorable occa- 
fion, the Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
diredt, that the public thanks of the Supreme Go- 
vernment of the Britifh poffeffions in India be given 
to His Excellency General Lake, Commander in 
. Chief of His Majefty’s and of the Honorable 
Company’s forces , in India, who, with unexampled 
alacrity, eminent judgment, and indefatigable cou- 
rt^ under extraordinary difficulties, Has prepared 
the army ‘of Bengal for tne field} nas conduced it 
by' a rapid fucceffion of glorious vidiorieS to .the 
complete 'defeat of a powerful enemy; arid has 
maintained the honor pf the Britifh name in India, 
by a buniaine attention towards the inhabitaats'of 
the riridqtftrcd provinces, and by a due refpedt and 
feveftence towards 'the uriforturiate reprefentative of 
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the Houfe of; Timur, and towards His Majefty's 
Royal Family. 

His Exccllepcy the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council, Cqptain General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all the land forces ferving in 
the Eaft Indies, is pleafed to direct, that thefe 
orders be publicly read to the troops under arms at 
every ftation of the land forces in the Eaft Indies, > 
and that the European officers of the Native corps 
do caufe the fame to be duly explained to the 
Native officers and troops. 

. By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec. to the Govt. Mil , Dept. 
By command of His Excellency the Captain Ge* 1 
ncral and Commander in Chief of the Land 
Forces. 

J. Armstrong, A£lg. Mil. Sec. 


His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council has received authentic advices 
of the capture of the fort and city of Baroacb, 
by aflault, on the 29th of Auguft, by the .troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington. 

Authentic intelligence has alfo been received of 
the.capture of the Fort of Jalnapore, by the troops 
under the command of Colonel Stevenfon. 

The official details of thefe important events have - 
not yet been received from the Honorable Major. 
General Wellefley. 

Publithed by command of His Excellency the 
Moft.Noble the Governor General in Council,. 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort 
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Fort William , 03 ; 3, 1803. 
DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tracts, have been received by His Excellency the 
Mod Noble the Governor General, from the Ho- 
nbrable the Governor in' Council of Bombay. The 
official difpatches on this fubjeCt have not yet been 
received from the Honorable Major General Wellcf- 
Icy. 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Efq. Pre- 
fident and Governor, &c, &c. in Council. 

Honorable Sir, 

I have the honor to enclofe a copy of my letter 
to Major General Wellefley for your information; . 

1 have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 

' (Signed) HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Lieut. Col. isle. 

Camf> before Baroach, Augujl 25, 1803. 


To the Honourable Major General Arthur 

' Wellesley, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that I have 
this morning attacked and taken potTeffion of the 
pettah on the weflern face of the fort of Baroach. 
-The battery for two eighteen-pounders I hope to 
have finifhed in the courfe of the night, and that 
I fhall be able to begin to batter to-morrow morning, 
when I flatter myfelf a fpeedy reduClioh of the fort 
will enfue. 

Agreeably to my communication to you, I marched 
from Baroda on the aid:, and encamped within two 
cofs of Baroach on the 23d. It was my intention 
to have attacked the pettah (on the outlide of which 
I was informed they had brought their whole-force) 

' on 
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on the morning of the 24th, expcfting to have found 
the Fury fchooner with the two eighteen-pounders 
at anchor, about a cofs from the fort, agreeably to 
the intimation I had received; biit early in the 
morning of the 24th, one of mycoflids, who had 
been difpatehed to Lieutenant Hewilfon, the com- 
mander of the veflel, to give him notice of my ap- 
proach, brought me information from him, that, on 
account of the fhallownefs of the water, it would 
be 'utterly impracticable to get his vcffel to Baroach 
until the lprings, and that he was at anchor at Bar- 
good, live cols off. 

On this intelligence I marched to Bargood on the 
124th, and made an arrangement to bring the eigh- 
teen-pounders and ftorcs up in boats, and I am 
happy to acquaint you they are juft arrived. 

Wc found the enemy in front of the pettah, as I 
expeeled, to receive us, and with great eafe forced 
them to a precipitate retreat into the fort. 

Our lofs in killed and wounded is not great ;*no 
European officer is hurt. I fhould have the honor 
of fending a return of the killed and wounded, but 
have not had time yet to col led! them, from the 
troops being fa much employed. The lofe of the 
enemy I have not afeertained. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 

. (Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Commanding Detachment agdinfl Baroach . 
Camp before Baroachy 2$th Auguft 1803. 

P. S My detachment confifls of 500 rank and 
file Europeans, , and about the fame number of the 
grenadier battalion of Native infantry 5 two howit* 
zero, two fix-pounders, and the two eighteen- 

E unders brought in the Fury. I marched from 
roda with two twelve- pounders, but I left them 
behind after the firft day’s march, on receiving cer- 
tain information, of the Fury’s arrival in Baroach 
5 river, 
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river, «s our march would have been verjr'fctiiifider- 
ably delayed by bringing them on. 

True Copies, 

(Signed) J. A. GrXnt, Sec. to Govt. 

To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Pre/ident and 
Governor , &c. &c. &c. in Cornell. 
Honorable Sir, 

I have the honor to enclofe for your information, 
a letter I have this day addrefled to the Honorable 
Major General Welleflcy on the capture of Baroach. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, 
Baroach, zgth Augujl 1803. Lieut. Col. 


To Major General Wellesley, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acquaint you, that at three 
o’clock P. M. I flormed the fort of Baroach, and 
carried it with little Iofs, although the Arabs made 
confiderable refiftance, particularly on our entering 
the breach. The Arabs nave differed very confider- 
ably, and we have taken a great many Band- of co- 
lours. A more Beep afeent to the hfeach, and of 
fuch length, is feldom feen. I cannot exprefs my- 
felf in fqfficient terms on the gallantry of the officers 
and men I have the honor to command. I fhall 
have the honor to addrefs you more fully to mor- 
row. 1 write this for your early ihtbrmatioti, jm- 
' mediately after we got pofieffion of the placdy which 
will, I hope, be an excufe for hade. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 8td. be. 
(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, 
Baroach, igth /htgnfl 1803. lieut. Col. 

True Copies, ^ 

(Signed) }. A. Grant, Sec. toGmti. 

.To 
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To tie 'Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Efq. Prefix 
dent and Governor , &c. &c, &c, in Council \ 

Honorable Sir, 

I have the honor to transmit for your information, 
copy of my letter of this day’s date, with enclofores, 
to the Honorable Major General Arthur Wellefley. 

We have taken at leaft twenty ftands of colours 
from the Arabs and Scindians. I have only been 
able to colled ten, at prefent, which, together with 
the colours of the fort, I fliall have the plcafure to 
fijnd to the Prefidency by the earlieft opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, with the greateft relpeft. 
Honorable Sir, 

Your moft obedient hfimble fervant, 
HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Baroach , Aug . 30, 1803. Lieut . Col . 

P. S. Since writing the above, I have three more 
(lands of Arab colours brought to me ; befides which, 
I have, at Major Cuyler’s particular requefl, per- 
mitted the 86th regiment to keep two, making in 
all fifteen. 


To the Honorable Major General Arthur Welles- 
ley, Commander in Chief of 'the Britifk Forces on 
the Weftern Side of India . I 

Sir, 

I wrote you yefterday evening after we had 
flormed and taken pofleffion of the fort of Baroach. 
I have now the honor of acquainting you more fully 
on the fubjed. 

The breach was reported practicable by the engi- 
neer at eleven A. M. when I determined to ftorm, 
but delayed it uptil three o'clock, not only that I 
might benefit by the affifiance of the Fury and an 
armed boat, which I expeded would arrive in time 
to, take their 1 (factions oppofite the fprt, but as I 
m ^ thought 
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thought that a very likely hour to find the enemy 
off their guard. 1 

The' veffel and armed boat however .did not arrive 
in time to afford any affiftance, 

Theenclofed orders for the fiorm will inform you 
of the difpofition I made, as will the accompanying 
profile and elevation of the weftern front of the fort. 

The enemy made a defperate attack in oppoling 
our entrance into the breach, but by the valor and 
fpirit of the troops were fpeedily repulfed, and my 
orders were carried into full execution. After Cap- 
tain Richardlbn had obtained poffetfion of the firft 
gate, Major Cuylcr pufhed on fo rapidly, that he 
overtook the Arabs before the greateft part, both 
horfc and foot, could get out of the gate,- and put 
to death about zoo of them. Many horfes were alfo 
killed. , 

I beg leave tofubmit to your notice the ready co- 
operation of Major Cuyler throughout every part of 
the fervice, his gallantry and conduct in the com- 
mand of the fiorm, as alfo of Captain Richasdfon 
who ltd. 

The whole of the officers and men employed on 
this fervice have conduced themfelves fo much to 
my fatfsfa&ion, that I cannot exprefs myfelf too 
firongly in their commendation. 

I am now employed in efiablifhing fome order in 
the fort, in getting the eighteen-pounder* and every 
thing we do not want to move with, into it, alfo in 
burying the enemy’s dead, amounting to about 250. 

I have great pleafure in informing you - , that our 
lofs is fmall. Captain M'Laurin of his'Majefty’s 
86th regiment, the only officer wounded, and not 
badly. A return of the killed and wounded in the 
fiorm, as alfo a general return of the killed and 
wounded during the fiege, I enclofc. I have the ho- 
nor to be, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed)^ HENRY -WdOplNGTON, 

Banach , Juguft jo, 1803. . Lint. Col. . 

2 Baraach , 
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Baroach , Monday, Atigufl , 29, 1803. 
Field Orders , by Lieutenant Colonel Woodington. 
Parole, Britannia — Counterfign, Success. 

The breach being reported practicable, the fort 
will be ftormed at three o'clock. 

Storming party under the command of Major 
Cuyler. 

forlorn Hope — A. ferjeant, and twelve volunteers 
of His Majefty's 86th regiment, 
ill Party to lead under Captain Richardfon. — 100 
rank and file of His Majefiy’s 86th regiment 
including one flank company, and 100 rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion including 
one flank company. 

2d Party under Major Cuyler. — 150 rank and file 
of His Majefty's 86th regiment including one 
flank company, and 1 50 rank and file of the 
grenadier battalion including one flank com- 
pany : each party to have hoes, pickaxes, and 
crows with them, carried by foldiers ; the fca- 
ling-ladders (to be ufed if necefiary) to be alfo 
carried by foldiers. 

Rcferve under Captain Bethune. — too rank and file 
,of His Majefty’s 86th regiment, and 100 rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion. 

Thefe parties will parade and be formed in the 
ftreets the troops occupy at two o’clock, and then 
be completed to thirty fix rounds and well flinted ; 
after which they will be marched up to the rear of 
the battery under cover from the view of the fort, 
and wait in the utmoft filence until the fignal from 
two fix-pounders, fired quick one after another, di- 
rects their advance to ftorm the breach. The referve 
will follow the ftorming party, and, after having en- 
tered the breach. Captain Bethune will immediately 
form bis men 'and wait to adt as circumftances may 
m a diredt. 
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dire#. Twenty boxes of mufquet ammunition to 
be taken in with Captain Bethune's party. 

On entering the breach, Captain Richardfon will 
turn to the left, and march by the works to take 
pofleffion of the Cuttoopoor gate. Major Cuyler's 
party will follow, and pufh on alfo by the works to 
take pofleffion of the Jarrafeer gate. When thefe 
gates are obtained, the works are to be cleared of 
any parties of the enemy in their vicinity, and the 
meg to be kept under arms ready to a6t at a mo- 
ment's warning. 

A true Copy, 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col 


Return of the Killed , Wounded , and Miffing in the Pettah 
and the Storm of Baroach on the 29th of Augujl , under 
the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Woodington . Ba- 
nach, the ^oth of Augujl 1803. 
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N. B. Captain James Richardfon, of 
H. M. 86th Regt. 

Captain L M’Laurin, of H. M. 
' 86th Regiment, 

(Signed) 


wounded the 29th inft. 

J, BEETE, B. M. 

Return 
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Return of the Killed , Wounded, and Miffing, during the 
Siege of Baroach , under the Comrrtand of Lieutenant 
Coknel Henry Wooding ton, Baroach , the 30 th Auguff 
1803. 
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ft, B. Captain William Semple, of Hi» Majefty’s 86th regiment, 
killed on the s jth inft. 

Captain James Rtchardfon, of 

H. M. 86th Regt. I wounded on the 29th inft. 

Captain L. M'Laurtn, of H. M. [ 

86th Regirhent, J 

(Signed) J* BEETE, B. M. 

True Copies,, 

(Signed) J. A, Grant, Sec. to Govt. 


Publiflied by command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J, Lumsdbn, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


Fort 
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Fort William , 03 . 14, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is an ex* 
tradt, has been received this day, by His Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To Hts Excellency the Mojl Noble Marquis Welles* 
ley. Governor General , &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to cnclofe for your Lord fh ip’s 
information, extradt of a letter juft, received from 
Colonel Vandeleur, reporting the arrival of Colonel 
Duderneg, Mefirs. Smith and Lapanet, in his camp. 

No French officer of any confcqncnce now re- 
mains in Scindiah's fervice, and thofe who do, 
would, I have reafon to believe, willingly avail 
themfelves of any opportunity qf putting themfclves 
under our protection. 

1 have the honor to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moft faithful humble lervant, 
Head Quarters, (Signed) G. LAKE. 
Camp Chrna , 1 ft September 1803. 


Extra£l of a Letter from Colonel Vandeleur, dale^ 
Camp, Muttra, the 30 th September 1803. 

Colonel Duderneg, and Mefirs. Smith and La- 
panet, having Quitted Scindiah’s fervice, came into 
camp this day. 

A true Extradl, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Sec. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, has been received by His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General, iron) the Honorable 
Major General Wellcfley. 

My 
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My Lord, Camp, September 12,1803. : 
I have the honor to enclofe copies of the papers * 
which contain a detailed account of the attack Upon, 
and capture of, Baroach. I beg to draw Your Ex- 
cellency’s notice to the conduct of the troops em- 
ployed on this fervice ; particularly to that of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Woodington who commanded, to that 
of Major Ctiyler and Captain Richardfonof the 86th 
regiment, and of Captain Cliffe of the Bombay 
engineers. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 

Your Excellency’s moft obedient. 

And faithful humble fervant. 
(Jjigned) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
His Excellency the Governor General , &c. &c. &c. l 
Publilhed by command of His Excellency the Moll 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt . 


General Orders , by His Excellency -the Mofi Noble the 
Governor General in Council. 

Fort William, Oflober 14, 1803. 

,, THE Governor General in Council derives great 
fetisfadtion from the intelligence, which he has re- 
ceived of the reduction of the fort and city of Baroach, 
on thd 29th of Auguft, and of the ability, prompti- 
tude, and gallantry with which that important lervicc 
was accomplilhed by the brave officers, and troops, 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington of the eltablilhment of Bombay. 

His Excellency in Council highly approves the 
cpndndt of Lieutenant Colonel Woodington in his 
judicious and fpirited exertions for the early reduction 

* Thefe paperi were publifhed in the Gazette Extraordinary of 
site 4th Gftober. 

of 
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of the place ; in dire&ing the operations of the liege ; 
in his fcafonable determination to aflault the fort ; 
and in the dilpofition which he made of the troops 
under his command, with a view to fecure the rapid 
fuccefs of that gallant attack. 

The Governor General in Council fignifies his 
particular approbation of the valor and judgment 
manifested by Major Cuyler of His Majefty’s 86th 
regiment, throughout the fervice at Baroach, and in 
commanding the. ftorm of the fort, and by Captain 
Richardfon of the fame corps in leading the aflault. 
His Excellency in Council alfo obferves, with parti- 
cular fatisfa&ion, the conduct of Captain Cliffe, o£ 
the engineers of Bombay. > 

To all the officers and troops, European and 
Native, employed on this honorable occafion, His 
Excellency in Council fignifies his high commend- 
ation. 

The Governor General in Council laments the lofs 
of Captain W. Semple of His Majefty’s 86th regi- 
ment, killed on the 25th of Auguft, and of the few 
brave men who fell before Baroach. It is a great 
fatisfadlion, however, to obferve, that an acquifition 
fo important Ihould have been fecurcd with the lofs 
of only one officer and of fo few foldiers. 

In bearing a due teftimony to the merits of the 
officers and troops employed in the redudlion of 
Baroach on the 29th of Auguft, the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council remarks, that on the fame day, 
diftinguilhed by the commencement of the victorious 
career of the army of Bengal, under the perfonal 
command of His Excellency General Lake, upon 
the frontier of Oude, the army of Bombay at the 
weftern extremity of the pcninfula of India, effefted 
a fervice of the raoft arduous nature, with a fimilar 
Ipirit of alacrity and courage. 

In the courfe of an extenlive and complicated 
/yftem of military operations* the glorious fticods of 

our 
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our arms fince the commencement of this war hat 
been uniforni in every part of India : the able and 
gallant officers 'and troops of His Majefty’s fervice, 
and of the feveral eftablilhments of the three Prefi- 
dcncies, have been'atfuated by equal fentirnents of 
public fpirit and honor, and have co-operated, with 
equal ardor and fucccfs in an united effort to 
accompliffi the juft objects of the allies. The Go- 
vernor General in Council confides in the juflice of 
our caufc, in the unanimous zeal of the three Prefi* 
dencics, and in the continued co-opcration of their 
‘refpedliverdources and power, that the views ot the 
confederate chieftains will be fpeedily fru ft rated by 
the complete refioration of peace and tranquillity to 
the provinces of Hindoftan and the Dekan, which 
have been difturbed by the ambition and violence of 
the enemy. 

The Governor General in Council directs, - that 
copies of this order be tranfrnitted to the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George, and to the Honourable the? Governor in 
Council at Bombay, to be publilhed to the armies 
of thole Prefidencies refpc6tively. 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

(Signed) L. HOOK, 

Sec. to the Govt . Mil. Dept. 

Fort William, } October 18, 1803. 

AUTHENTIC advices have been received by 
His Excellency the Moft Noble ' the Governor 
General, containing the important intelligence, that 
on the 23d of September an action took place near 
the Adjuntee Pals in the Dekan, between the forces 
under the command of the Honorable Major Ge- 
neral Wdlefley.and the main body of the combined 
n army 
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army of .the confederate chieftains Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diab, and .the Rajah of Berar; in whic h, after a fevere 
engagement which lafled for three hours, the enemy 
was completely defeated, and ninety pieces of cannon 
were taken by the Britifh troops at the point of the 
bayonet, 

Our lofs' has been fevere in this glorious and 
brilliant vidlory. 

The official difpatches have not yet been received 
from the Honorable Major General Wcllefley. 

Publifhcd by command of His Excellency the 
Mpft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sic. to the Govt. 


Fort William , Oflober 19 th. 18,03. 
THE following dispatch, received latt night by 
exprefs, is publiftied by order of His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General in Council. 

To Captain Armstrong, Afting Military Secretary 
to His Excellency the Moft Nobk the Governor 
General \ 

Snc, 

I request you will be pleafed to flate to His 
Excellency the Moil Noble the Governor General, 
that the Barabatty fort has this inflant been taken 
by aflault. 

Lieutenant Colonel Clayton, of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, who commanded the attack, not having 
yet made his report to me, 1 am not enabled to for- 
ward to you for His Excellency's information, th* 
regular details of this fuccefs ; but I underfland his 
condudfc, and that of the troops under his orders, to 
have been moft honorable and brilliant. 

The fortrels is of confiderablc ftrength, and was 

vigoroully 
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Vigoroufly defended ; added to which, every poffiblp 
obftrik'Ttion was prepared by the enemy. 

Our lots on this occafion, I truth, has not been vqry 
confiderable ; I {hall have the honor of forwarding 
to you, for His Excellency’s information, returns of 
the whole to-morrow. 

' I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 
Lieut. Col commanding in Cuttack , and Military Sec . to 
His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor General • 
Cuttack , the v\th Oflober 1803, x P.M. 


The detailed fiatement of the combined operations 
by which the valuable province of Cuttack has been 
occupied by the Britifti troops, will be publifhed in 
a Gazette Extraordinary to-morrow. 

His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council is pleafed to make the following 
appointments. 

Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt to com- 
mand the troops in the province of Cuttack. 

Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt and John 
Mclvill, Efq. Commiffioners for the feltlqment of 
the province of Cuttack. 

< By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief \ Sec . to the Govt . 


General Orders y by His Excellency the Moft Noble the 
Governor General and Captain General. 

Fort William , OSlober 18, 1803. 

A royal falute to be fired to-morrow morning 
at funrife, in honor of the reduction, by aflault, of 
n 2 the 
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the Barabatty fort at Cuttack, on the 14th inflant,by 
the troops under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, by which gallant action the conqueft of 
the valuable province of Cuttack has been completed. 

By His Excellency's command, 
(Signed) JAS. ARMS I'KONG, 
Actg, Mil . Sec . 


Fort JVilliam , Oflobcr 21, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is ah 
extradt, has been this day received by His Excellency 
the Moll Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To His Eutllency theMojl Noble Marquis Wellesley, 
Governor General , 6 U. 

My Lord, 

Finding it impoffible to make approaches againft 
this place, as long as the feven battalions of the 
Enemy, who remained here, were in poffeflion of the 
town of Agra, of an encampment with a large num- 
ber of guns on the glacis, and of the ravines with 
which the fouth and fouth-weft face of the fort is 
furrounded, I determined to diflodge the enemy from 
the town, and occupy the ravines this mornfng, 
which will anfwer as trenches, and afford complete 
cover for carrying on our works. 

With this view I ordered Brigadier General Clarke> 
who was encamped with his brigade in the rear of 
the town, to take , poffeflion of it, at the lame 
time that three battalions advanced to occupy the 
ravines. 

The attacks have fucceeded, and the town as well 
as the ravines arc now occupied by our troops. 

Lieutenant 



Lieutenant Colonel M'Cullock, Major Haldane, 
and Captain Worfeley, led the battalions that ad- 
vanced on the ravines. Every praife is due to thofe 
officers, who performed every thing required of 
them, with the greateft alacrity and fteadinefs. 

I am forry to fay that a number of men have been 
killed and wounded as well as officers, owing to their 
high fpirit and anxiety to poffcfs themfelves of the 
enemy's guns; they quitted the ravines and gained 
the glacis, driving the enemy from their position; 
in effecting which, from being clofe under the fort, 
they were expofed to a very heavy fire. 

•My thanks are due to the Honorable Major Ge- 
neral St. John, for his fpirited conduct in advancing 
at the head of the ad battalion of the 2d Native 
infantry, which I found it neceffary to order up to 
fupport the attack. 

Brigadier General Clarke, in his attack on the 
town* met with confiderable refiftance, vyhich, by the 
gallant condudt of the officers and men under his 
command, was at length furmounted. I feel myfelf 
under particular obligations to Lieutenant Colonel 
White, who commanded five companies of the i6th 
regiment Native infantry, for his judicious and gal- 
lant conduct on this day! 

I feel imfelf under the greateft obligations to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Gerrard, Adjutant General, who 
undertook to point out to Lieutenant Colonel 
M‘Cullock the road he was to puriue, and I am lorry 
to report that in the performance of this duty he re- 
ceived a very fevere contufioii ; but I truft it wilt 
not be attended with any forious confluences. 

Major Thomas of the 14th Native infantry, is, I 
am forry lu add, very leverely wounded ; his exer- 
tions throughout this day were moft meritorious. 

Lieutenant Hay of the artillery, who went with 
5 a detachment 



• detachment of that corps to bring off the enerny*s 
guns, merits my approbation for his fucccisful ex- 
ertions in this fervice. 

To Mr. Lucan’s information and exertions on 
this occafiort, as well as on every other, I feel myfelf 
much indebted. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s mod faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters , 

Cartip before Agra , October 10, 1803. 

P. S. A lift of the guns taken fhall be forwarded 
to-morrow. 

Lift of Officers wounded \ 

Firft Battalion 14th Regiment Native Infantry. — 
Major Thomas, and Lieutenant Rofe, badly. En- 
fign Oliver, flightly. ' 

With Colonel Clarke. — Lieutenant Beagham, 
artillery; Lieut. Whitaker, infantry, feverely; 
Lieut. Grant, infantry, feverely, and miffing. 

Staff.— Lieut. Colonel Gerard, Adjutant General. 

15th Reg. Native Infantry. — Lieuts. Perry and 
Addifon, flightly. 

A more corrcd, lift fhall be fent the moment it can 
be obtained. 

(Signed) G. L. 

Publiflied by command of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

j. Lumsden, Chief Sec . to the Govt . 


Fort William , October 22, 18.03. 
THE following extrad of a difpatch, received 
this day, is publilhed by command of His Excellency 

the 
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the JVtofl: Noble the Governor General in Coim-f 
cil. 

To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secretary to 
His Excellency the Mojt Noble the Governor General. 

Sir, 

I had the honor of briefly Hating to you yeftcr- 
day, for the information of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General, that the fort of Jkrra- 
butty had been taken Ivy aflault, by a party of (he 
troops under my command, directed to perform this 
fcrvicc under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Clay- 
ton of the 20th Bengal regiment. 1 now have the 
honor to acquaint you, for His Excellency's inform- 
ation, with the further details of this operation. 

On the night of the 1 2th, a fpot was fixed on for 
a 1 2-pounder battery, diftant about 500 yards from 
the outer gate of the fort. This battery was completed 
on the night of the 13th, and the 12-poundcr placed 
in it, together with two howitzers and two 6- 
pounders, the whole of which opened their lire on 
the morning of the 14th. By eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, moft of the defences on the louth face of 
thp fort, again ft which our fire was directed, were 
takcri off, the enemy’s guns iilenced, and every ap- 

E iarance promifed lucccfs: upon which I directed 
ieutenant Colonel Clayton to advance with one 
6-pounder, and a party of artillery men, two hundred 
Europeans* from His Majefty’s 22d, and the Madras 
European regiment, and four hundred Sepoys from 
the Qoth Bengal, and the 9th and 19th regiments of 
tyladras Native infantry.. 

The party had to pafs over a narrow bridge, and 
under a very heavy, but ill-diredted fire of muiquetry 
from the fort, to which they were expofed for forty 
minutes. They at length lucceeded in blowing oped 
the wicket (the remaining part of the gateJming 

been 



104 


been fortified with thick mriffes of (tone). Having 
pnee accomplifhed this, the party entered fingly ; and 
although they met with confiderable refill ance whillt 
entering the fort, and palling two other gates,' the 
Britilh troops were foon completely victorious. 

I cannot too highly praifo the condud of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Clayton and that of the officers and 
troops under his command : the whole party mani- 
fefted a degree of perfevering fleadinefs and bravery 
that does them infinite honor. 

The fort of Barrabutty is of confiderable ftrength, 
and, with the exception only of the bridge over which 
our party pa tied, is iuaccctfible, as it is furrounded 
by a ditch from 35 to 135 feet broad, and twenty feet 
depth of water in it. 

1 am happy to acquaint you, that our lofs has not 
been confiderable ; but I have to report with regret, 
that Captain Kenny of the 19th regiment Madras 
infantry, Captain Hurlftone of His Majefly’s nd 
regiment, and Lieutenant Faithful of the Bengal ar- 
tillery, are wounded, though not dangeroufly ; their 
couduft was highly meritorious, as well as that of 
every other officer on the florming party. 

Returns of the killed and wounded arecnclofed. 

1 cannot omit exprefling, in the ftrongeft manner, 
the high fenfe I entertain of the ferviccs of Captain 
Blunt, field engineer, who has been throughout our 
campaign indefatigably aeftive ; and ot Captain 
Hetzler, of the Bengal artillery, whofe well-dircdled 
fire from the battery was of eminent fervice. 

The lofs of the enemy within the /fort was very 
confiderable, and many were drowned in the ditch, 
when endeavouring to efcape. 

I fliould not omit mentioning that a ftand of 
colours of the enemy was taken by the detachment 
of His. Majefly’s 22d regiment, ,*a fecond ftand of co- 
lours by the 20th Bengal regiment/ 3 third by the 9th 

Madras 
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Madras Native regiment, and a fourth by the 19th 
Madras Native regiment : and for the difpofal of 
which I hope to be honored with His Excellency’s 
commands* 

The zealous and efficient fervices of Major of Bri- 
gade Thpmpfon demand my warraeft acknowledge 
ments, and I mull further beg leave to report to you 
for His Excellency’s information, that the general 
conduit of the whole force under my command ha$ 
been fuch as to merit the moll favorable reptefcntar 
tion of their fervices to His Excellency’s notice. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. $cc. 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 
Lieut. Colonel commanding in Cuttack , and Military 
■ Secretary to His Excellency the Mofi Noble the Go- 
vernor General \ 

Laul Baug Forty Cuttack, October 15, 1803. 


Return 



His Majejly’s and the Honorable 
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- General Orders , by His Excellency the Mojl Noble the 
' Governor General in Council. 

Fort William y October 22, 1803. 

THE Governor General in Council notifies to 
the army, his high approbation of the meritorious 
ferviccsof the officers and troops employed under 
the able conduct of Lieutenant Colonel George 
Harcourt, in the expedition prepared under the 
fpecial orders of His Excellency in Council, for 
the occupation of the valuable province of Cut- 
tack. 

* His Excellency in Council obferved with great 
fatisfadlion the judgment, Ikill, and firmnefs mani- 
fefled by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, in directing 
the movement of the divifion of the troops which 
entered the province of Cuttack from Ganjam. 

The difficulties oppofed to ffie progrefs of the 
troops by the peculiar nature of the country, by the 
period of the feafon, and by the rdiftance of the 
enemy, were furmounted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by the brave officers and troops under 
. his command, with the fame fpirit of gallantry and 
perfevcrance, which has fccured the fuccefs of every 
operation of the Britifh army in every part of India 
during this glorious campaign. 

The Governor General in Council highly approves 
the judicious arrangements prepared by Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt, for the fiege and affault of the 
fort of Barrabutty at Cuttack, and the fpirited exer- 
tion by which that important fervice was executed 
with fuccefs and honor, on the i4thinftant. 

His Excellency in Council diredts Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt to fignify hia diftinguiffied ap- 
probation of the merits of Lieutenant Colonel Clay- 
ton, of the Bengal 20th regiment Native infantry,, 
who commanded the attack, and of the fteadiqcfs H 
02 and 
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and bravery of all the officers and troops employed 
in the aflault of the fort. 

It affords confiderablc fatisfaftion td the Governor 
General in Council to remark, that this important 
• fervice has been effected with fo little lots, and His 
Excellency trufts, that Captain Hurlftone, of Hia 
Majcfty’s regiment, Captain Kenny, of the 19th 
regiment of Madras Native infantry, and Lieutenant 
Faithful, of the Bengal artillery, will fpeedily be 
reftored to the public fervice, in which their courage 
and refolution have already been diftinguifhed. 

The Governor General in Council exprefles his 
fenfe of the activity, zeal, and ufeful fervices of 
Cajptain Blunt, field engineer in Cuttack, and alfo. 
of the conduit of Captain Hetzler, of the Bengal 
artillery. 

The colours taken in the affault of the fort of 
Cuttack by the detachments of His Majefly’s 22d 
regiment, the doth Bengal Native regiment, and 
the 9th and 19th Madras Native regiments, are to, 
be publicly difplayed in the fort of Cuttack, and 
afterwards lodged in the principal building in the 
fort, with an infeription fignifying the names of the 
corps by which the ftandards were refpeitively taken 
from the enetoy, 

His Excellency in Council expreffes the fatisfac- 
tion with which he has noticed the zealous and effi- 
cient ferv\ccs of Major of Brigade Thomplbn. 

During the advance of the force under the im- 
mediate direction of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
from Ganjam, the condudl of the officers and troops 
employed at Balafore under the command of Captain 
Morgan, of the 7th Bengal Native regiment, and 
of that which marched from Jellafore under the 
command of lieutenant Colonel FergufTbn, of the’ 
fame regiment, merits the public approbation of Hi* 
Excellency in Council. 

.The Governor General in Council particularly 

approve 
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approves the firm and fkilful conduit of Captain 
Morgan, in directing the difembarkation of the 
troops at Balafore,and in the judicious occupation and 
maintenance of that polition. His Excellency in 
Council alfo exprefics his juft fenfe of the merito- 
rious and ufeful affiftance rendered by Captain P. 
Grant, of the 1 6th regiment of Bengal Native infan T 
try, in the execution of every branch of the ferviec at 
Balafore, and in aiding the progrefs of Lieutenant 
’ Colonel Ferguffon’a detachment, 

' Great advantage has been derived to the fuccefi 
of our arms in Cuttack from the refpect which has 
been uniformly obferved by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by all the officers and troops under 
his immediate command, as well as by the detach- 
ments co-operating from Balaiore and Jcllafore, to- 
wards the religious eftablifhments in Cuttack, and 
from the exemplary humanity with which the lives 
and private property of the inhabitants and the fane- 
tity of the temples and inftitqtions of the Brahmins 
have been protected from violation. 

The Governor General notices with peculiar 
pleafure the merits of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, 
and of the officers and troops ferving in Cuttack, in 
this relpect, as tending to maintain the honor of the 
Britifh character, and to conciliate the confidence 
and attachment of the inhabitants of that valuable 
province. 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec . to the Govt . Mil . Dept . 


Fort William, October 24, 1803.- 
DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tracts, have been received by His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from His Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 


To 
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To His Excellency the Mofi Noble Marquis Wblms* 
, ley, Governor General , &c. l$c. &c. 

My Lord, ■ 

I have the honor to epclofe herewith for your 
Lordfliips information, a return of the killed, 
wounded, and miffing, in the affair cjf the ioth in- 
fant. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, * 

Your Lordlhip's moft faithful humble fervarit, 

(Signed) G. LAKE, 

Head Quarters 

Camp before Agra,' October 12, 1803”, 

Return of the Killed , Wounded and Miffing, in the Affair 
# of t(ie 10th OSlober 1803, 
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Names qf the Officers hilled and wounded. 

Artillery. — Lieutenant Beaghara, wounded. 

^ 2d Bat. 9th Regt. — Lieutenant Grant, kilted ; 
Lieutenant Whitaker, wounded— fince dead* 
ift Bat. 12th Regt. — Lieut. Woolet, wounded, 
id Bat. 14th Regt. — Major Thomas, Lieutenant 
Rofe, Enlign Oliver, wounded. 

ift Bat. 15th Regt.— Lieutenant Perry, wounded. 
(Signed) J. GERARD, Adj. Gen . 

To His Excellency the Mojl Noble the Marquis W 
ley, Governor General \ &c, &c. (sfc, 

Mr Lord, . 

I have the fatisfa&ion to inform your Lordfhip, 
that the battalions who were oppofed to us in the 
affair of the 10th inftant, came over laft night, and 
are now encamped near ii$. 

Their number is about 2500. 

I havereafori to believe that their compliance with 
my terms was chiefly owing to the fevere lofs, and 
complete defeat,' they experienced in the affair of 
the 10th inftant. By their own account the lots 
they fuftained was upwards of 600 killed. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moft faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters , 

Camp before Agra f Oflober 13, 1803. 

Publiftied by command of His Excellency the Moft 
* Noble the (governor General in Council, 

. j/ Lum$den, Chief Sec. to the Govt . 
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Fort William^ October 45, 1B03, 

A t)ISl?ATCH, pf which the following is an 
extraft, has been this day received by His Excellency 
the Mbit Noble th.e Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To His Excellency the Mofi Noble Marquis W elles* 
lev, Governor General , &c. &c. SV* 

Mv Lord, 

I have the honor to inform youf Lordffiip, that 
about noon yefterday I received note No. 1, ad- 
dreffed to the officer commanding in the trenches ; 
in conference of which I ordered all firing to ceafe 
till four in the evening, and in my anfwer, No. a, 
defired a confidential perfon might be fent to my 
camp. 

About two o’clock, Colonel Sutherland,, whom 
they liberated from confinement for that purpofe, 
arrived in my camp with letters No. 3 and No. 4. 

As it appeared their with that I fiiould fend an 
officer into the fort, I requefted Captain Salkeld to 
accompany Colonel Sutherland thither with my 
replies No. 5 and 6, to explain to the garrifon 
the terms on which they would be allowed to fur? 
render. 

Captain Salkeld faw all the native chiefs, and 
found that they were not decided in their opinions 
on the fu.bjed. They fiarted feveral difficulties; and 
whilft he was endeavouring to remove thefe, the 
firing from the fort recommenced, without any evi* 
dent caufc, which induced him to return to camp. 

Being defirous, from motives of humanity, to in- 
duce them to liften to my terms, a meffenger, in- 
truded vyith a letter from me, was again fent this 
morning. They have refuted however all inter- 
courfc, from which I am inclined to think that their 
only object yefterday was to gaiu time. 1 

% My 
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My grand batteries will open on the morning of 
the 1 6th, and I have reafon to think that toon after- 
wards a practicable breach will be effected. 

I have the honor to be, 

.My Lord, 

Your Lordthip’s molt faithful 
And humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 
Head Quarters, 

Camp before Agra, Oflober 14, 1803. 


No. 1. 

To the Officer commanding ofpofite Mader Ghuir.. 

Sir, 

The fort demands a cefiation of hollilities, and 
$ire going to fend terms to camp. 

(Signed) G. W. HESSING. 
Q£kber 1 3, 1803. 


No. 2. 

To Colonel G. W- Hessing, &c. (s'e. (s'c. 

Sir, 

Hoftilities will ceafe till four o’clock this evening, 
before which time a confidential perfon is expelled 
to be tent into camp with the terms propoied. If he 
does not arrive before that hour, hoftilities will re- 
commence. 

The perfon who comes will be treated with every 
attention, and allowed to return in perfect fafety. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 
Head Quarters of the Britijh Army, 

Oflober 13, 1803. 

P 


No. 
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No. 3. 

To His Excellency General La kb, Commander in Chief, 
&e i &c.&c. 

Sir, 

We have the honor to inform your Excellency, 
that notwithdanding the pad violent and unwarrant* 
able proceedings of the people of the fort, they have 
at lad become a little more reafonable,* from our 
repeatedly telling them that any further refinance 
on their part would avail them' nothing, but, on the 
contrary, would exafperate your Excellency and the 
troops under your command, fo as to exterminate 
the whole of them if a dorm took place. Their 
commandants have confequently come to us this 
forenoon in a body, and requefled of us to forward 
to your Excellency the accompanying propofal for 
the furrender of the fort, to which tneir refpeCtive 
names are affixed 

Should any unforefeen deviation from their pro- 
pofal take place, as we are dill their prifoners, we 
hope your Excellency will not impute to us the 
blame. 

Their propofal is to deliver up the fort, guns, 
flores, 8cc. to your Excellency, at any time after 
the receipt of this you may think propef; protection 
to themfelves and private property, after delivering 
lip the Sircar's arms and property ; and be allowed 
to remain in the city, or to go wherever their families 
may be. 4 

We have the honor to be, 

Sm, 

Your Excellency’s mod obedient humble fervants, 
(Signed) G. W. HESSING. 

H. SUTHERLAND, 

Fart Agra, OClober 13, 1803, 


No. 
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No. 4. 

All the officers of the fort of Akberabad give ‘Sh 
Writing the following engagement : 

Whereas a mifunderftanding had taken place with 
Colonel George William Hefling, at the inftigation 
o 1 the Sepoys, all the officers and Sepoys do give in 
writing this engagement, that we will implicitly 
a^ide oy .whatever the faid Colonel may adjuli on. 
our part with General Lake, for the fecurity of our 
lives, properties, effects, and honor. We have 
agreed to inveii the faid Colonel with full powers 
‘for this purpoie. — This engagement is corredt. — 
Dated the 25th Jemmaudee-oo-Saunee 1218 (nth 
or 12th Odtober). — Signed by fifteen officers, Ma- 
homedans and Hindoos. 


No. 5. 

To Colonel Georoe Hessing, Mr. Sutherland, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Gentlemen, 

Your letter has been Received. 

On the terms propofed in the laft paragraph of 
your letter, I allow the garriton to march out with 

S rotedtion to themfelves and private property. — After 
elivering up the Sircar’s arms, treafure, or any 
other public property, thofe who belong to the city 
may remain there, the others allowed t<* go where 
their families may be. 

1 have the honor to be, Gentlemen, 

' Your obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) G, LAKE. 
ffead-Quarlers, BrU'iJh Camp, 

October 13, 1803. 


pa 
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No. 6 . 

His Excellency General Lake engages, that alj 
the officers and Sepoys who* are within the fort of 
Akberabad, (hall be allowed to proceed iti the moft 
honorable manner, with their clothes, -whitherfoevcr 
they may choofe. No interruption whatever will be 
given to thofe officers and 9 epoys, their families and 
children. But all arms and military weapon#, 
mutkets and guns, carts and carriages, and treafure, 
which may be within the forty lhall belong to the 
Company. 

They (officers, &c.) (hall not be allowed to cany 
out of the fort any money or effe&s of the above 
defoription. , 

The officers, &c. are required to fpecify in writing 
the, hour at which they may determine with the 
bearer of this engagement to furrender the fort, in 
order that the Britiffi troops may enter the fort. . 

God is witnefs to the lincerity of this engagement. 

Publiffied by command of His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt, 

Fort William , October 28; 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 
has been received this day, by His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from His Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

To His Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis Welles* 
ley, Governor General, &c. (sc. &c. , 

My Lord, 

I have the pleafure to inform your Lordlhip, that 
the important fortrefs of Agra, termed by the' na- 
tives “ The Key of Hindoftah," capitulated laft 

night, 
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toSght, and the garrifon, confiding of between 5 and 
6000 men, marched out at noon this day, when the 
place was immediately occupied by our troops under 
the command of Brigadier General M'Donald. 

The only terms required by the garrifon were 
protection to their perfons and private property, 
which was agreed to on my part. 

I attribute the early furrender of this place 
to the great imprefiion our breaching batteries, 
which opened yefterday morning within 350 yards, 
made on the walls, and which would have caufed 
a*praCiicable breach in a few hours more battering. 

To Colonel Hqrsford of the artillery, and Captain 
VMod of the corps of engineers, as well as to every 
other officer in lhofe two corps, I feel myfelf under 
great obligations for their unremitted exertions on 
this.occafion, and to which I principally attribute 
my early fucccfs againft this place. 

I have the 'pleafurc to lay our lofs, fince the con- 
ftrudtion of the batteries, has been very trifling. 
Three European artillery-men, and three Golun- 
dauze, killed, are the only cafualties. 

A return of the ordnance, fiores, &c. found in the 
fort, I lhall have the honor to forward for your 
Lordlhip’s information to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip’s mod faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters , Agra, 

. Qffoier 18, 1803. 

Published by command of His Excellency the 
Mod Noble the Governor General in Council, 

' J. Lumsden, Chief See. to the Govt. 


Garrifon: 



Garrifon Orders , by His Excellency tie Moft Noble tie 
Governor. General and Captain General. 

• Fort Wdliam, OfloberzS, *803. 

A koval falute to be fired immediately from the' 
ramparts of Fort William, in honor of the furrender 
of the important fortrefs of Agra, on the 1 7th inftant 
at night, to the forces under the perfonal command 
of His Excellency General Lake. 

A general difeharge of the artillery on the ram- 
parts of Fort William, followed by a feu.de foie from 
ill the troops in garrifon, to take place at funfet this 
evening, and to be anfwered by the artillery at 
Dum, and by. the troops at Barrackporc. 

Extra batta to be ferved to the European troops 
in garrifon. 

J. ARMSTRONG, 

AHing Military Secretary. 


General Orders , by His Excellency the Moft Noble the 
Governor General in Council. 

Fort William, October 1603. 

All officers now at the Prelidency on leave of 
abfence from their corps, whether on account of 
their health, or their private affairs, are immediately 
to report themfelvcs to the officer commanding at 
the Prelidency ; and all officers who- may hereafter 
arrive at the Prelidency, are to report their arrival to 
him. 

(Signed) THOS. HILL, 

♦ tfi JJfift. Sec. Mil. Dept. 


Government 
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Government Houfe , Friday, October ag, 1803, 

Therb will be a levee at the Government Houfe, 
on Monday next, the 31ft inliant, at ten o’clock. 

Captain Briftow will receive the cards of fuch 
perfons as may be deiirous of being prefented to the 
Governor General. 

Aides de camp in waiting on Monday next, Cap- 
tains Briftow and Camac. 

B. CAMAC, Aid de Camp . 


Hts Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General will bold a public durbar at nine o’clock in 
the evening of Monday the 31ft inftant, for the 
purpofe of receiving the congratulations of the na- 
tives of rank and foreign vakeels at the Prefidency, 
on the late glorious fuccefs of the Britifh arms in 
Hindoftan and the Dekan. 

By order, of His Excellency the Moft Noble the 
Governor General, 

N. B; EDMONSTONE, 

Per. Sec. to Govt. 


Foyt, William, Oft. 30, 1803. 

DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tracts, b«ve been received this day by His Excel* 
lency the Moft Noble the Governor Gencml. from 
the Honorable Major General Wellefley. 


Camp 



CampaiJJfye t September 24, 1803. 

My Lord, 

I was joined by Major Hill, with the laft of the 
convoys expefled from the river Kifina on the 18th, 
and on. the, 20th was enabled to move forward to- 
wards the enemy, who had been joined in the courfe 
of the laft feven or eight days by the infantry under 
Colonel Pohlman, by that belonging to Begum 
Sumroo, and by another brigade of infantry, the 
name of whofe commander 1 have pot yet ascertained. 
The enemy’s army was collected about Bokerdun, 
and between that place and Jaffierabad, 

I was near Colonel Stevenfoti’s corps on the 21ft, 
and had a conference with that officer, in which we 
concerted a plan to attack the enemy's army with 
the divifions under our command on the 24th in the 
morning, and we marched on the 22d, Colonel Ste- 
venfon oy the wefiern route, and I \>y the eaftem 
route round the hills between Budnapur and Jalna. 

On the 23d I arrived at Naulniah, and there re- 
ceived a report that Scindiah and the Rajah of Be- 
rn had moved off in the morning with their cavalry, 
and that the infantry were about to follow, but 
were fiill in camp at the diftance of about fix milc^ 
fi^onri the ground on which I had intended to encamp. 
It was obvious that the attack was no longer to be 
delayed ; and having provided for the fecurity of my 
baggage and fiores at Naulniah, I marched on to at? 
tack the enemy. 

1 found the whole combined army of Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Berar encamped on the bank of 
the Kaitna river, nearly on the ground which I had 
been informed that they occupied. Their right, 
which confiftcd entirely of cavalry, was about Bo- 
kerdun, and extended to their corps of infantry, 
which were encamped in the neighbourhood of Af- 
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fye. Although t came firft in front of their right, 
I determined to attack their left; as the defeat of 
their corps of infantry was moft I ikely to be effectual ; 
accordingly I inarched round to their left flank, co- 
vering the march of the column of infantry by the 
Britifh cavalry in the rear, aind by the Marhatta and 
Mvfore cavalry on the right flank* 

We paffed the river Kaitna at a ford beyond the 
enemy's left flank, and I formed the infantry imme- 
diately in two lines, « with the Britifh cavalry, as a 
referve, in a third, in an open fpace between that 
river and a nullah running parallel to it. The 
Marhatta and Myfore cavalry occupied the ground 
beyond the Kaitna on our left flank, and kept in 
check a large body of the enemy’s cavalry, which had 
followed our march from the right of their own po- 
fition. 

The enemy had altered the pofition of their in- 
fantry previous to our attack j it was no longer, as 
at firft, along the Kaitna ; but extended from that 
river, acrofs to the village of Affye, upon the nullah 
which was upon our right. We attacked them im- 
mediately, and the troops advanced under -a very 
hot fire from Cannon, the execution of which was 
terrible. The picquets of the infantry, and the 74th 
regiment, which were on the right of the firft and 
fecond lines, fuffered particularly, from the fire of 
the guns on the left of the enemy’s pofition near 
Affye. The enemy’s cavalry alfo made an attempt 
to charge the 74th regiment, at the moment when 
they were moft expofed to this fire, but they were 
cut up by the Britifh cavalry, which moved on at that 
moment. At length the enemy's line gave way in 
all directions, and the Britifh cavalry cut in among 
their broken infantry ; but foime of their corps went 
off in % good order, and a fire was kept up oft our 
troops from many of the guns from which the enemy 
q had 
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hadbeenfirfl driven, by in4mduals. who had been 
patted by the line under the fuppotition that they 
were dead. 

Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell with the British ca- 
* valry, charged one large body of infantry which had 
retired, ana was fatted again, in which operation 
be was killed ; and fome time elapfed before we 
could put an end to the firaggling. nre which was 
kept up by individuals from the guns from which the 
enemy were driveir. The enemy’s cavalry alfo, 
which had been hovering round us throughout the 
action, ws6 frill near us. At length, when the 
left formed body of infantry gave way, the wbple 
went off, and left in our hatkls ninety pieces of 
cannon. > 

This vidtory, which was certainly complete, has 
however colt us. dear. Your Excellency will per- 
ceive- by the enclofed return, that our lofs in officers 
and n>en has been yery great ; and in that of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Maxwell and other officers, whofe 
names, are therein included, greatly to be regretted. 

1 cannot write in too frrong terras*of the conduct 
of the troops ; theyadvanced in the beft order, and. 
with the greatefl fieadinefs, under a raoft defirudiv^ 
fire, againft a body of infantry far fuperior in num- 
bers, -who appeared determined to contend with them 
to the laft, and who were driven from their guns 
only by the bayonet; and notwitbftanding the num- 
bers of the enemy’s cavalry, and the repeated de- 
moaihptions they made of an intention to charge, 
they Were kept at a difiance by our infantry! 

Iam particularly indebted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Hamers, and lieutenant Colonel Wallace, for the 
maimer in which they conduced their brigades ; and 
to all the officers of the fiaff for the affifiance I re- 
ceived from them. The officers commanding bri- 
gades ; nearly all thofe of the fiaff, and the. mounted 
■ ’ . officers 

a 
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officers of tbe infantry, had their horfes fhot under 
them. 

I have alfo to draw your Excellency’s notice to 
the conduit of the cavalry, commanded by Lieute- 
nant Colonel Maxwell, particularly that of the 19th 
dragoons. 

The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntee 
Ghaut, and I propofe to follow them, as foon as I 
can place my . captured guns and the wounded in 
fecurity, 

• I have the honor to be, My Loro, 

With the greateft relpelt, 

Your Excellency's moll obedient 
And faithful humble fervant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Colonel Stevenlon arrived this morning at Boker- 
dun, and I imagine that he will be here this evening. 

His Excellency the Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 


qa 


A Return 
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LIST OF OFFICERS KILLED AND WOVNDEB. 


Bis Majeftys 19 th Light Dragoons. 
Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, commanding the ca. 

▼airy, and Captain &. Boyle, killed. 

Captains Cathcart and Sale— Lieutenants Wilfpn 
and Young, wounded. 

Fourth Native Cavalry. 

Captain H. Mackay, agent for public cattle, killed. 
Cornet Meredith, wounded. 

Fifth Native Cavalry. 

Captain J. Colebrooke, wounded. 

Lieutenant Bonomi, Adjutant, killed. 

Lieutenants Macleod, Quarter Matter, and Darke, 
wounded. 


Seventh Native Cavalry. 

Captain Mac Gregor, wounded. 

Firjt Battalion Artillery. 

Captains Lieutenant Steele and Fowler— Lieutenants 
Lindfay and Griffith, killed. 

His Majeftys Seventy -fourth Regiment* 
Captains D. Ay tone, A. Dyce, R. Macleod, Paymafler 
of the regiment, and J. Maxwell — Lieutenants 
J. Campbell, J. M. Campbell, J. Grant, R. 
Neilfon, L. Campbell, and M. Morris— Volunteer 
G. Tew, not on the ftrength, but recommended 
for an Enlig'ncy, killed. 

Major S. Swinton— Captain Lieutenant N. J. Moot* 
—Lieutenants J. A. Mein, McMurdo, add M. 
Sbawe— Enfign B. Keornan, wounded. 

Bis Majefty's Seventy-eighth Regiment. 
Lieutenant J. Douglas, killed. 

Captain Lieutenant C. McKenzie— Lieutenants J. 
Kinlockand J. Larkin— EqttgqJ. Bethune, aiding 
Adjutant, wounded. 

Ftrft 
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Firjl Battalion Second Native Infantry . 
Lieutenant Brown, killed. 

Firjl Battalion Fourth Native Infantry . 
lieutenant Mavor, killed. 

Firjl Battalion Eighth Native Infantry. 

Lieutenants Davie, Fair, Hunter, and Defgraves, 
wounded. ♦ 

Firjl Battalion Tenth Native Infantry. • 
Lieutenant Perrie, killed. 

Lieutenant Taylor, wounded. 

Second Battalion Twelfth Native Infantry . 
Lieutenant Colonel Macleod— Major McCally*-. 
lieutenants Bowdler, Harvey, Smith, and Dc 
Crez, wounded. 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY, 

Deputy Adjutant General in My for r, 


Campy September jo, 1803, 

My/Lord, 

I have the honor to enclofe an account of the 
ordnance taken from the enemy in the a&ionof the 
23d inflant. I have reafon to believe that there are 
ftill four more guns, which were thrown into the 
river by the enemy in their retreat. 

We have taken feven fland of colours, and the 
enemy loft all their ammunition, although the 
tumbrils having blown up, feme during^ the action, 
and others during the fucceeding night, we have got 
nothing but the fhot. The ordnance is very fine; 
but I, have deftroyed the iron guns* and fhall put 
Ihe brafs guns in a place of fecurity. 

The enemy loft twelve hundred men killed in the 
fiekLof battle, and their wounded are featured in all 

parts 
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parts of the country. It is reported that Jadoon Row, 
Scindiah’* principal minifter, received a wound, of 
which he died thfc day before yefterday. : Their army 
are in the greateft confufion and retiring to Bur- 
haunpoor. Colonel Stevenfon has followed them 
down the Adjuntee Ghaut, and I propofe to defeend 
the Ghauts, as foon as I (hall have placed the 
wounded foldiers in fecurity. 

I have the honor to be, My Lord, 

Wijh the greateft refpeeft, 

Your Excellency's molt obedient, 

And faithful humble fervant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

His Excellency the Governor General , &c. &c. &c. 


A Return of Ordnance taken from the Enemy in the 
Battle of the 23 d September 1803. 



The number of tumbrils, and quantity of ammunition and 
ftores taken, cannot be afeertained, as, after the aftion and during 
the night, a great number of tumbrils were blown up. 

(Signed) M. BEAU MAN, Capt. Com. Artillery. 
Camp, AJJyt , 29 th September 1803. 

Fubiithed by comm^d of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 

Fort 








Fort William, October 31* i8oj* 

A DISPATCH, of which the following ii a copy* 
was yefrerday received from the Secretary to the Ho* 
norable the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

To John Lumsden, Efq. Chief Secretary to the Su* 
preme Government at Fort William. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor it! 
Council to forward to you, for the information of 
His Excellency the Mod Noble the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council, the enclofed copy of a difpatch 
under this date, from the commanding officer of the 
forces, with its enclofures, refpedting the capitula- 
tion of Powaughur. 

Major General Nicholls has been deiired to com- 
municate to the officer in command, and to the other 
officers and men doing duty at the reduction of 
Champaneer and Powaughur, the entire approba- 
tion of Government of their very meritorious fer- 
vices. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

' Bombay Caftle, (Signed) J. A. GRANT, 
September 47, 1803, Sec. to Govt. 



To the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Efq. Prefident 
and Governor 'tr\ Council • 

Honorable Sir, 

The enclofcd is a copy of a letter from Colonel 
Murray, giving qpver to one from Lieutenant Qo* 
lonel Woodington, refpedling the capitulation ojf 
Powaughur. 1 have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) 0 . NICOLLS, M. G. 
Bombay , September 27, 1803. 


No. 1. 

Major General Nicolls, 

Sir, # 

I have the honor to enclofe a letter which I re- 
ceived this morning from Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ingtbn. It is neceffary to inform yon, that the delay 
of this important communication arifes from the 
mifcarriage of the Colonel’s letter, although fent in 
duplicate. 

Colonel Woodington highly praifes the zeal and 
. aftivity of the troops under his command, and to 
judge by their fuccefs, the praife is well merited.' 

Colonel Woodington has in a moft particular 
manner requefted that I ftiould lay the meritorious 
fervices of Serjeant Moore, of His Majefty’s 86tl& 
regiment, before you. He led the forlorn hope at 
the affault of Baroach, and behaved with the ut- 
moft gallantry on that occalion. Major Cuylcr 
fpeaks highly in favor of his general character. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) J. MURRAY, Colonel 
Head Quarters , Baroda , September 21, 1803. 

r*— s No, 
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• Ik copffiquence of your communication^ me 
laft night, that you bad npt received my official 
-communication on the furrpnder of Powaughur by 
capitulation, I have the honor to addrefs you again 
on the fubjeft. 

After a breach had been effefled in the wall of 
the inner fort, as alfo that another was almoft prac- 
ticable in a tower at the angle of the outer fort, 
the garrifon offered to capitulate on the morning 
of' the feventeenlh, on condition of being pro- 
tected in their perfons and private property. To 
t^efe tqrtps I agreed, on coition of immediately 
^king pqiffeffipu of the breach in the inner wall with 
K company, of Sepoys : they however tacked other 
fiipplations tb the capitulation, viz. that I ffiould 
agree tp pay tlvem the arrears due from Scindiah, and 

• that two of the commanders of the Guikawar ca- 
valry with me_ (amounting to about 300 horfe) ffiould 

, fign thp agreement. To thefe latter articles I would 
on no accopnt agree, and it was not until four P. M. 

. when they found from our continuing to batter that 
I would admit of no delay, that they agreed to the 
Original terms, which were immediately carried into 
full effeCl, by ffieir evacuation of the fort and moun- 
tain, of which we took poffeflion. 

If this had not taken place I had made the ne- 
ceffary arrangement? for forming both breaches on 
the morning of th^ tStb, and I conceive that the 
■ 'garrifon weye intimidated from $ knowledge that, if 
they opppfed us pet ogr entering the breaches, tlpfir 
5 commu- 


To Colonel Murray^ (mman^h fjg thf forptsitf 
Guzerat. 
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communication with the upper fort would be cut off f 
and they had no other way to efcape than the road 
which lied down by ourbattety. 

Could they have obtained poflcfiion of the upper 
fori, on Balia Killa, at the top of the* mountain, I 
Am inclined to think it utterly impregnable. 

I have left Captain Cliffe of the engineers to tal^e 
a plan and view of the forts and works on the moun- 
tain, which I doubt not, from his known abilities 
will be ably executed. 

I I is jpkb the greateft pleafure that 1 embrace this 
opportunity of fubmitling for your notice, the merits, 
zeal, and great exertions of all ranks on this fervice, 

I have the honor to be, See.’ &c. 

(Signed) H. W 60 tilKG? 0 % 
Baroda , September % r , 1803. Lieut. Col . 

Publilhed by command of His Excellency the Mbft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. Lumsden, Chief Set. ta the GqvK 


r— s a 
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FortWtWm, November I, 1803. 

DISPATCHES have been received this day from 
(he Honorable Major General Wellefley, under date 
the 6th of OKober 1803, containing intelligence, that 
otrthe 5th of Odlober Major General Wellefley 
had received a letter from the enemy’s camp, figned 
by Ballaje^ Khoonjur, one of the mini tiers, of Dovv- 
lut Rao Scindiah, requefling that Major General 
Wellefley would difpatch a Britifh offices^ ogether 
with an officer of the Subahdar of the Dekan, to 
the enemy’s camp, for the purpofe of negotiating 
terms of peace between the allies, and the confe- 
derate Merhatta chieftains. . 

Major General Wellefley bad not complied with 
this requeft, but had flgnined his difpofltion to re- 
ceive at the Britilh camp, with every mark of honor 
and refpelt, any perfon duly empowered by the di- 
felt authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of the 
Rajah ofBerar, to propofe terms of peace to the 
allied powers. 

fublifhed by command of His Excellency the Moft 
JJoble the Governor General in Council, 

J, Lumsden, CA/>/ Sec. to tie Govt. 


Genera! 





General Orders , by His Excellency the Mojl Noble tin 
Governor General in Council . 

Fort iFillidm, QSober 30, 1803. 

THE Governor General in Council has (his day 
deceived from Major General the Honorable Arthur 
WeNcfley, the oflicid report of the Cigna) and fpleu- 
dtd vidory obtained by the troops under the per- 
Zonal command of that ditiinguilbed'afficer, on the 
13d of September, at Affye iu the Dekan, over the 
combined armies of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and (he 
Rajah of Berar. 

; At the dofe of a campaign of the moil brilliant 
fuccefs and glory in every quarter of India, this 
‘ tranfccndent victory demands a teflimony of public 
honor, equal to any which the juftice of the Britith 
Government in India has ever conferred on the Cou- 
dud of our officers and troops in the raofl diftin-' 
guifhed period of our military hiftory. 

The Governor in Council highly approves the 
“flrilful plan formed by Major General Wellefley on 
the 2 ill of September, for precluding the efcape of 
the enemy, and for reducing their combined army 
to the neceffity of hazarding a general adion. 

His Excellency in Council alio fignifies his molt 
cordial approbation of the magnanimity, prompti- 
tude, and judgment with which Major General 
Wellefley determined upon the inftantaneous attack 
of the enemy on the 23d of September. 

During the fevere adion which enfued, the con- 
dud of Major General Wellefley united a degree of 
ability, of prudence, and dauntlefs fpirit, fcISom 
equalled and never furpaffetk 
. The Governor General in- Council fignifies bis 
warmeft applaufe of the exemplary order and flea- 
dinefs with which the troops advanced under a moft 
deflrudivefire, againfl a body of the enemy’s in- 
iantry, confiderably lupefior in number! and deter- 
mined 



mined tdOppfcfe a vigorous; refiftanee to our attack. 
The numerous infantry of the enemy were driven 
from their powerful artillery at the point of the bay- 
onet, With an alacrity and reflation truly worthy 
df Britiflr foldiers ; and the fifmtsefs and difciptrnc 
ittanHefted bv our brave infantry, in repelling ibq 
great body . of the enemy’s cavalry, merit the higheft 
cbthmeOdatiofti 

The Governor General in Council has remarked 
tVith great fatisfaftion, the gallant and fkilful cpn* 
dufl of the cavalry, bommandfed by Lieutenant Co^ 
lonel Maxwell, and particularly of His Majefly's 
i.pth regiment of light dragoon^, a corps diftin- 
guilhed in India by a long and uninterrupted courfq 
Of arduous fervice and of progreffive honor. . 

His Excellency in Council dire&s Major General 
Wellefley to fignify to all the officers and troops 
employed on this glorious oceafion, and efpectally 
to Lieutenant Colonel Harnefs, and to Lieutenant 
Colonel Wallace, who commanded brigades, and 
to the officers of the ftaff, the high fenfe entertained* 
by the Governor General in Council of their emi- 
nent and honorable fervices. 

The important benefits refulting from the triumph 
of bur afrms in the battle of Afiye are not inferior to 
thb fplendor of the adtion. The immediate confe- 
rences derived from the exertions of that day have 
been the compete defeat of the combined ar myof 
♦he confederate cbieftaihs; an irreparable blow to 
the ftrbngth and efficiency of their military refoutces* 
Specially of their artillery, in the Dekan; the 
palfioti of an hoftile and predatory army from the 
territory of our ally the Soubabdar of the Dekan; 
arid a feafonable and effe&ual check to the ambition, 
pride, and rapacity of the enemy. 

The prbfperous refult of tliefe advantages muft 
be accelerated by the aufpicioui progreft of our arms 
itr other pronnoen of and it slay reafonjaWy 

> he 
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bfe expcifted that the decifive vidtoriea gained afr 
D^lbi and Afifye on the nth and i$d of September, 
will fpeedily compel the enemy to reftore peace to * 
Hindoftanand to the Dekan. 

The achievements of our comrpanders, officers, 
and troops during this campaign, and efpecially in 
the fignal vidlories of Delhi and of Aflye, muft in* 
fpire a general fentimqnt of juft confidence in the 
vigor of our military refources, and in the (lability 
of oitr dominion and power. Our uniform fuoceft 
{n froftrating every advantage of fuperior numbers 
of powerful artillery, and even of obftinate refill* 
ance oppoled by the enemy, conllitutes a fatisfadtory 
proof of the eftablifhed iuperiority of Britifh difci* 
pline, experience, and valor; and demonftrates, 
that the glorious progrefs of our arms is not the ac- 
cidental refult of a temporary or tranfient advantage 
but the natural and certain effedt of a permanentcaufe. 

From thefe refleflions, confolation is to be derived 
for the lots. of thofe lamented and honored officers 
and foldiers, who, animated by the gallant fpirit dt 
their General, and emulating the noble example of 
•his zeal and courage, lacrificed their lives to the Jio- 
norand interefts of their country. 

The Governor General in Council greatly regrets 
the lofs of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwelh>f His Ma- 
jefty’s 19th dragoons, who fell at the head of the 
British cavalry, , bravely charging a large body of the 
enemy's infantry. With the utraoft concern His 
Excellency in Council records the names of the va- 
luable and excellent officers who have fallen with 
£iory at the battle of Aflye, in achieving the com- 
plete defeat of the enemy, and in eftabliffiing the 
triumph of the. Britifh arms ip the Dekan. Lieute- 
nant Colonel Maxwell, Captains R. Boyle, H. Mac- * 
kay, D. Aytonh. A. Dycc, R. Macieod, and T. 
Maxwell; Captain Lieutenants Steele and Fowler; 
Lieutenants Bpnomi, Griffith, J. C«npbell, J. M. 

Campbell, 



*44 

Campbell, J. Grant, R. Neilfon, L,Canmpbelh, M. 
Morris, and J. Douglas; Lieutenants Brown, Ma- 
w, Perrie, ‘and volunteer Tew. 

* In teftimony of the high honor acquired by the 
army under the perfonal command of Major Gene- 
ral Wcllefley at the battle of Aflye, the Governor 
General in Council is pleafed to order, that hono- 
rary colours, with a device properly fuited to com- 
memorate that fplendid viflory, be prefented to the 
corps of cavalry and infantry employed on that glo- 
rious occaiion. The names of the brave officers and 
men who fell at the battle of Aflye will be comme- 
mdrated, together with the circumftances of the ac- 
tion., upon the public monument to be ereded at 
Fort William, to the memory of thofe who have 
Men in the public fervice during the prefent cam- 
paign. 

The honorary colours granted by thefe orders to 
His Majefiy’s 19th regiment of dragoons, and to the 
74*h and 78th regiments of foot, are to be ufed by 
thofe corps while they (hall continue in India, or 
until His Majcfty’s moft gracious plealuro be figni- 
fied through His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief. 

His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor Ge- 
neral, Captain General and Commander in Chief of all 
the land forces ferving in the Eaft Indies, is pleafed to 
dired,that thefe orders be publicly read to the troops 
, under arms, at every fiation of the land forces in 
the Eaft Indies, and that the European officeis of 
the Native corps do caufe the fame to be duly ex- 
plained to the Native officers and troops. 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
' the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec. to tie Govt . AC//. Dept* 
By His Excellency the Captain General and 

Commander in Chief of the Land Forces, 

J. Armstrong, Acting Mil Sec. 

Fort 
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FORT WILUAM, Novembers, 180?. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 
has been this day received, by His Excellency tne 
Most Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To Hit Excellency the Mott Noble Marquis 
Wellesley, Governor General, %c. 8$c. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to enclose for your Lordship’s 
information, correct returns of the ordnance, am- 
munition, &c. captured at this place. 

I have the honor to be, \ 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Qwrters, Camp at Agra, Oct. 23 , 1803 . 

Return of the Ordnance, Ammunition, fyc. cap- 
tured at the attack of the enemy' s camp unatr 
the malls of the Fort, and the Town of Agra. 

Camp, October 22 , 1803 . 

2 Brass 16 pounders, \ 

1 6 Ditto 6 aitto, ‘ ( Mounted on field carriages 
7 Ditto 4 ditto, \ with limbers complete. 
1 Ditto 3 ditto, * 

26 Pieces of different natures. 

26 Tumbrils laden with ammunition for the above. 
29 Ammunition carriages ditto ditto 

REHARKS. 

The above ordnance appear to be perfectly 
" serviceable,” excepting one brass four-pounder, 
which is. burst. 

T 



The whole of the pieces are of the same manu- 
facture as those captured at Dehli. 

(Signed) J. HORSFORD, 

Lieut. Col. Commanding Artillery in the Field. 
A true copy, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 


Returns of Ordnance Ammunition, j §'C. captured 
in the Fort of -Agra. 

Camp at Agra, Octobers, 1803 - 

BRASS GUNS. 

1 Large Gun . — This is the famous piece known 
by the name of the Great Gun at Agra. 
It is said to be composed of many Metals, 
including all the precious ones. Its ball 
measures 22 incites : such a one, if of 
Cast iron, weighs nearly 150()lbs. 

| 72 Pounder. — This gun is said to be of the 
same eompqsition as the above one. 


1 

20 Pounder. 

1 

16 ditto 

1 

10 ditto' 

1 

8 ditto carronade 

5 

• 9 ditto 

1 

* 3 ditto galloper 

1 

8 ditto 

2 

2 ditto 

19 

6 ditto 

1 

11 ditto 

6 

5 ditto 

3 

1 ditto 

7 

4 ditto 

9 

i Wall guns 

2. 

3 ditto 

1 

12 inch mortar 

2 

S ditto 

] 

8 ditto 

5 

1 ditto 

. 1 

6 inch howitzer 

2 

18 Pounder carro- 

1 

5\ ditto 


nades, 

1 

41 ditto 


76 Brass guns, of diffe- 
rent natures.' 



iftott GUNS. 

1 38 Pounder. 
1 24 ditto 
1 18 ditto 

.4 12 ditto 
I 10 ditto 
-1 8 ditto 

6 6 ditto 

4 5 ditto 

6 4 ditto 

6 3 ditto 


147 

.62 ditto 
> 4 1 ditto 

1 1 2 Poundergallopers 

4 1| ditto 

4 j ditto 

26 Wall guns 

86 Iron Guns, of diffe- 
rent natures. 

S3 Tumbrils 


ABSTRACT. 


Brass pieces, of different natures - - - 76 

Iron ditto ditto 86 
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REMARKS. 

The brass pieces are in general of the same 
manufacture as those taken in the camp and town. 
Of the iron ones, several are what are termed bar 
guns, 

The whole are mounted, either on travelling 
carriages with elevating ’screws, or on country 
block carriages turning on a large pivot. Several 
spare carriages are ready to receive pieces, which 
may be broken down. 

In the magazines are large quantities of gun- 
powder, shot, rockets, &c. See. but the precise 
weight and number not yet ascertained. 

(Signed) JNO. HORSFORD, : 

Lieut. Col. Com. Art. in Field. 
A true copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 


Jhe following extracts of dispatches, received 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt and Captain 
Morgan, are published for general information. 
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To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to Hie Excellency the Mott Noble the 
Governor General. 

Sir, 

I request you will have the goodness to report 
to His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, that in obedience to His Excellency’s 
commands, I have proceeded to Gaqjam, and 
have this morning assumed the command of the 
field force assembled under His Excellency’s 
orders. 

I find this force sufficiently supplied with every 
requisite, to enable it to move immediately, and I 
shell in consequence proceed from hence to-morrow. 

I expect in three marches to reach the Manicka- 
patam River, which I trust I shall pass on the day 
Of my arrival ; from thence it is two marches to 
Jaggernaut, where, from the necessary arrange- 
ments that must take place, I shall be detained 
some days. 

I have the honor to he, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

. (Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col. 
tn Camp at Pyaghet, September 1 1, 1803.- 

To Captain ' A R ms t ro n g, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General . 

v SlB > . '. 

I am, now within a short march of the village of 
Manickapatam, <where I am told five thousand 
infantry, and two thousand horse, are stationed 
to oppose tny passage ; hut I am not led to expect 
any serious difficulties in possessing myself to- 
morrow morning, (o; in the course of this night) 
of th^t post v 

1 ha ve the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed; GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col. 

Camp at Mutacoah, Sept, 19, 1-603. 



U9 

To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor General 
Sir, 

I have the greatest satisfaction in stating to 
you for^the information of His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General, that I shall 
not be detained at this place beyond to-morrow, 
when I shall move towards Jaggernaut, having in 
two days passed a river not fordable, near a mile in 
breadth, with all the troops, camp equipage, stores 
and cattle, &c. &c. I have also landec^from the 
transport vessels two 18 -poundcrs, with their car- 
riages, &c. 

|f it had not been for uncommon exertions from 
ill corps, each individual and each department 
generally, I could not possibly have so expeditious- 
ly effected this operation. 

I shall march to-morrow to Nursingapatam, and 
from thence, on the following day, to Jaggernaut 
I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the 
information of His Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General, that although I am en* 
camped in the midst of a highly cultivated coun- 
try, surrounded by villages, whose inhabitants 
have not deserted them, or who haying at the 
moment of our first taking possession of this part 
of the province of Cuttack, left their houses, are 
already returned to them, I have not received a 
single complaint. My bazar is supplied by the 
native inhabitants, and a degree of confidence and 
security is manifested, and I trust, from the mea- 
sures, I have adopted, is completely experienced 
and established, which leaves me no more reason 
to doubt the continuance of that confidence than 
I have to doubt the continuance of the security. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col 

Camp at Manickapatam, Sept . 10, 1809. 
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In damp at J agger naut , Sept, lfe, 1803, 
Sir,. 

I beg you will be pleased to state to His Excel- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General, that 
M'e have this day taken possession of the city of 
Jaggernaut. 

Upon application from the chief Bramins of the 
Pagoda, 1 have afforded them guards (of Hindoos) 
and a most satisfactory confidence is shewn by 
the Bramins, Priests, and Officers of the Pagoda, 
and by the inhabitants of Juggernaut, both in 
their preicut situation, and the future protection 
of the British Government, 

From the general good conduct of the troops 
under my command, and from the strict attention 
which has been paid to my orders for preventing 
all interference with the inhabitants and natives, 
framed under the express injunctions of His Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
not a single complaint has been made to me; 
though I have, by every practicable means, in- 
vited a direct communication of the least devia- 
tion from this important duty. 

1 humbly beg leave to congratulate His Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General on 
this important acquisition to the British possessions 
in India. 

And I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

% GEO. HAKCOURT, Lieut. CoL 

To Captain Armstrong, 

Acting Military Secretary , ftes §c. fyc. 

haul Bang Forty Cut tacky Oct. 24, 1803. 

Sir, 

On the 24 th ultimo, I marched with, the force 
under my command from Jaggernaut to Ahmed* 
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poor, ami I did not reach my ground of encamp- 
ment without great difficulty, owing to the ex- 
treme badness of the weather, the inundated state 
of the country, and the rise of the Nullahs crossing 
my line 1 of march. 

My advanced guard, under the command of 
Captain Hutchinson of the 20th Bengal RegU 
ment, was several times annoyed by the enemy, 
but. from the able management of that officer, our 
loss was not severe : it consisted in three men 
wounded, as appears in the enclosed general 
return. — The loss of the enemy, I understand, was 
considerable. 

. The difficulties that impeded the march of the 
line detained the heavy guns and baggage for five 
days ; when I proceeded to Beirpoorshuttumpoor, 
where I was again detained by the badness of the 
road and weather until the 3d instant. 

Having thought it expedient to order a force in 
advance from Beirpoorshuttumpoor, I detached the 
acting field officer of the day, with orders to oc- 
cupy a position near Muckundpoor, which service 
again fell to the lot of Captain Hutchinson: im- 
mediately on his leaving camp he discovered the 
enemy on his flanks in considerable force, both of 
horse and infantry, but lie, notwithstanding much 
opposition, most completely carried my orders into 
effect. 1 regret to state that his loss was not in- 
considerable, it consisted in two killed and twenty- 
one wounded. The loss of the enemy was very 
great from their being frequently exposed to a 
heavy discharge of grape from the six-pounder 
with Captain Hutchinson. 

I cannot omit reporting to you for His Excel- 
lency’s information, the conduct of Captain Hut- 
chinson was most steady, able, and highly meri- 
torious. 

On the night of the 4th, I moved towards 
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■ Muckundpoor, whenthe advance under Lieutenant 
Colonel Clayton vaa again opposed by the enemy ; 
but from ■ a well-directed and a very destructive ' 
fire they were completely dispersed, whilst odr. 
loss consisted of only one pioneer wounded. ' 

From Muckundpoor to the banks of the Kut- 
jomy, we met with no opposition from the enemy, 
and my letters of the 11th and following days 
completely detail my subsequent operations. 

' 1 have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 

Lieut. Colonel Commanding in Cut- 
tack, and Military Secretary to 
His. Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General. 


RETURN 





Captain Hurlstone, of His Majesty's 22d Regiment. (Signed) GEORGE. HARCOURT, ^ 

Captain Kenny of the 1st Battalion 19th Madras Regiment. ■’ 

Lieutenant Faithful of the Bengal Artillery, 
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Tb CdptAtti AftMitidNO, Acting Military Secre- 
tary, S$c. $c. 

English Factory Monte, Betiasote, 
Si*; Sept. 9t, 1803. 

Mr lettek of* thfeSdth from the entrance of the 
Balasore River, and that of lost night, to Lieut. 
Colonel Fetgusson, copies of which I- requested 
might be sent to you -rot the information of His 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
itc. kc. trill, in a small degree, have apprized 
yoti of the operations of the detachment which 
his lordship was pleased to honour me with the 
command of for the last two days ; but for his 
better information, I shalfyfoceed to state circum- 
stances in detail from the fleetof transports leaving 
Kedgeree On the 14th instant. 

Owing to adverse Winds, the. transports, kc. as 
per margin *, only made the Neelgharee Hills in 
the afternoon of the 17 th instant, distant from the 
Bar, at the entrance of the Balasore River, about 
sixteen miles. 

Early in the morning of the 18th, Mr. Wright, 
the Pilot, left the Alexander, and proceeded, to 
explore the Bar, and if possible, obtain by amicable 
means some iiative pilots, but without effect ; as 
at Betlanghurry House, near to the entrance, ihto 
the river, was a postof Mahratta infantry, who in 
failing to entice a hijn . on shore, fifetrihto his boat 
without doing any? injury;' '. v ~ 

Mr. Wright then returned to the Bar, and with 
the assistance of Mr. Pike, the pilot, from the 
Georte. in another boat, by his persevempee, zeab 
and a^tior abilities, found out the. cj|$&e£,and 

. A i b' - ■■ , i 

v. . - • -f.X-Jr-z 

•Alexander, Anne, George, Charles, Fair lie, lizard hired 
brig ;• Scoorje gonpVMsel, and two Long Beats. 


V 
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took the proper bearings, &c. for conducting tire 

transports over it. , 

Early in the morning of the 19th, we observed 
the pilots returning to the Alexander, when the 
troops on board the Alexander and Anne were 
shifted to the George, Charles, Fairlie, and Lizard, 
with the least possible delay. About ten o clock, 
those transports, with the gun vessel (leaving the 
Alexander and Anne, with the sick of the detach* 
ment, and the \vhole of the baggage, &c. at anchor) 
moved down for the entrance ot the river, but weic 
obliged to anchor close to the Bar, to wait foi the 
next day’s flood-tide; soon after which came on 
a severe gale of wind, which continued until the 
flood had pretty well made, about nine o clock in 
the morning of the 20th; when the vessels ai per 
margin* crossed the Bar, entered the Balasore 
River, and anchored nearly opposite Bulramghuriy 
House: leaving the Lizard brig at anchor on the 
outside the Bar, Mr. Wright being in dread of 
her striking on it, from the report ot her draft ot 
water; however, in passing the Bar, we found to 
our great satisfaction full fourteen feet water on it 
at the height of the flood. f . , 

One of the Indiamen's long boats was left with 
the Lizard, when the gale should subsidy a little 
to bring oft the two 6-poundcrs, &c. and t le le- 
maining part of the detachment ot Artillery, pro-f 
portion of ammunition, &c. and which joined us 
in- the river about five o’clock in the evening. 

The party of Mahrattas stationed at Bulram*. 
ghurry house, oil seeing the vessels coming over 
the Bar, fled towards Balasore. • , , , . 

The Lizard hired brig, being much .lightened 
by the detachment of Artillery, two guns, am- 
limnition, & c. taken out of her, Mr. Wnght is 

• * Scourge gun-vessel, George, Charles, and. 1* airlie. 
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confident she can come over the Bar without much 
risk, and Mr. Pike, with another pilot, is left with 
her for that purpose. She Could not yesterday- 
attempt it for want of wind, but I am in great 
hopes it has been accomplished this day, or will 
be to-morrow. 

The inhabitants from the villages adjacent to 
the entrance of the river flocked to our vessels, 
and put on board each a native pilot, to conduct 
them up the river to this place; expressing their 
- extreme abhorrence of the savage Mahrattas, and 
congratulating each other on the happy day that 
brings them under the British Government. 

Between six and seven o’clock P. M. the fleet, 
got under weigh to proceed up the river, but from 
the darkness of the night, and a very heavy fall 
of rain, with the native pilots objecting to pro- 
ceed, they were obliged almost immediately to 
come to anchoragain. 

On the morning of the 2 1st, the vessels came 
up as far as possible, but finding they made but 
little progress, and hearing different reports that 
a party of Mahrattas who had been detached from 
Balasore to support their posts at the Ghautd be- 
tween this and Jellasore, was returning by forced 
marches to the defence, or plunder and destroy 
the town (the latter the most probable report), I 
came to the determination, with the most pordial 
concurrence of Captain Peter Grant, of imme- 
diately quitting the gun vessel and transports, and 
proceeding up the river as far as possible, with two 
sivpounders, &c. and as many fighting men as the 
boats would hold. After two hours great exertion 
we arrived at a clear spot of ground, the ebb-tide 
having set in. We were told by some of the in- 
habitants that it was only four miles by land to 
Balasore, but that it would take two or three more 
flood-tides to carry us up to it. I deemed it ne- 
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cessary tp consult with Captain P. Qrant on the 
practicability of carrying tne town, &c. witb’opt 
opr guns, and he being fully of opinion with me 
(on our seeing the state of the country leading tp 
it) that no time shpuld be lost in making the at T 
tempt, in consequence of which we landed near 
300 from' the boats, ranjc and file, and directed 
our march towards the town over paddy fields 
inundated from one to three feet in water/ 

On approaching the town the detachment halted 
to rest and refresh the men, when I made the- best 
disposition of my force that I was able for the 
attack. 

About this period intelligence was brought me,, 
that the military commander of the enemy, by 
name Nana, had put the Fouzdar, Moro Pundit, 
in confinement, because jie wished .to come over 
to the English ; and that Nana, with the force 
under his command, was determined to dispute 
pur getting. possession of the town and factory 
House. 

, file entrance into the town, and until near the 
Factory House, isonecontinuedstrong defile, which 
' we soon found was lined with both cavalry and 
infantry, “by their firing on pur advanced party ; 
but that party pushing forward until very near 
them, and a flanking party I had detached, ap- 
proaching them at the same period, both giving a 
ptead#and we}l-di):ected fire; the enemy was in- 
stantly routed from their first position with consi- 
derable loss ; they say in all ten or twelve men fell. 
The detachment kept 'moving forward, under a 
tedious fire from theftops of bouses, the entrances 
pf lanes, and froin behind walls apd Heights,, re- 
turning a spirited' fi^^af intervals until ft gained 
the, factory house wltn 'a. loss only of one Sepoy 
pilled, ana three wounded, when tne whole busi- 
ness subsided. . . i. — 
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P*rties were immediately posted in all directions 
/outside of the Factory House, to keep in awesome 
pf the enemy, who were sniping at us, and from 
which I attribute his not being able to annoy us 
further. 

I had written a letter to Mora Pundit,, the 
Fouzdar, from the entrance of die Bajasore Eiyer, 
advising him of my having a letter for him tram' 
His Excellency tne Most Noble the Governor 
.General, &c. and wished he would point out some 
means of my communicating with him, and for 
which purpose a gentleman with me would be ready 
to meet him, or any person he should depute. X 
received in return a verbal answer of Salam, and 
that be had received my letter. s 

His Excellency’s letter I sent, immediately after 
gaining possession of the Factory House, to a part 
iof the outside of the town called the Marhatta Fort, 
to Mora Pundit ; but only a similar answer to the 
foregoing was returned. The men who carried 
the fetter informed me, that the enemy was quit- 
ting it with precipitation, and at day break this 
morning I took possession of it. 

We round in it three old unserviceable iron 
guns on decayed carriages, one apparently a six- 
pounder, another a four-pounder, and a one- 
pounder. No shot, or ammunition of any de- 
scription. A small quantity of grain of different 
kinds, and two chests, containing papers' relative 
to the Sirkar, which shall be taken the greatest 
care of. 

I have directed Ensign Wilson, of the Engineers, 
to report on state of the post, which is certainly 
much superior in strength and convenience to the 
one we 'now possess; likewise on the Factory 
fiouse and Compound ; which shall be sent to 
you in the course of a few days. 

The proclamation in English, with a translation 
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of the same itj Hindoostanee, were issued this 
morning;, and similar ones sent round and pro- 
claimed by beat of drum through the town ana the 
villages near ; and it is with peculiar pleasure I 
report the inhabitants returning to every hoijsc in 
great numbers. 

Many of the principal inhabitants, merchants, 

: &c. waited on me last night and this morning,^ 
expressing uncommon satisfaction at being taken' 
under the protection of the British government. 

I have received the most marked attention, and 
some little information respecting the flight of the 
enemy, from Mr. Princely, the Danish resident at 
this place. 

By this day^ dawk, I have communicated to 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, or officer com- 
manding at Cuttack, my being in possession of 
this place, &c. &c. But I much fear the commu- 
nication is not open, no dawk for the last three days 
having arrived here from the Southward; but 
Captain Grant will endeavour this evening to dis- 
patch by a private hircarfah a duplicate of the 
same. 

The dawk arrived this day, (and has always 
been regular) from Calcutta, but I have received 
no letter from Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson. To- 
morrow I shall certainly receive an answer to my 
detter to him of the 20th, when every means in our 
power shall be taken to facilitate his approach to 
this place, by pushing towards him a party to col- 
lect boats, &c. &c. at the different Nullahs. 

I have just received accounts, which I have every 
reason to confide in, that the enemy who were sta- 
tioned between this and JeUasote, at the different 
Ghauts, are flying through the Jungles to gain 
the hills, and I sincerely believe in three days 
more not a single Marlutta will be found between 
this and Jellasore. 
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The gtm vessel and transports are not yet in sight, 
owing to the very strong current that prevails, in 
the river. 

To-morrow I shall communicate further to you, 
on this, and the mode to be adopted, for bringing 
the sick of the detachment, and the whole of the 
baggage, from the ships Alexander and Anne, lying 
in the Roads. • 

Permit me to request the favor of your recom- 
mending to his excellency, the officers and men of 
my detachment, who conducted themselves with 
grtfat steadiness, and I may add gallantry, when I 
consider the concealed and heavy fire from near six 
hundred of the enemy, which they would have 
sustained, had they not been dislodged by my ad- 
vance and flanking parties. 

It is, I believe, needless for me to expatiate on 
the merits of Captain Peter Grant : but I must ob- 
serve he has completely answered the views of his 
Excellency, and that I should deem his advice 
and assistance of the utmost importance, on the 
most trying occasion. 

I have the honor to be, 

• Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) THO. MORGAN, 
Captain Commanding the Detachment T 


, On the 30 th of September, Captain Morgan de- 
tached two companies of Sepoys, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Stye, to the town of Soorong, 
about twenty miles to the Southward of Balasore, 
for the purpose of dislodging a £arty of the enemy, , 
stationed near thatT>la,ce, and of opening a commu-* 
nicatipn in the direction of Cuttack. On the first 
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of October, Lieutenant Slye attacked and defeated 
a party of the enemy, which had been potted at a 
village a short distance from Soorong. The de- 
tachtnent under Lieutenant Stye* having been 
reinforced by another company from Bataaore, 
took possession of Soorong, on the $d of October 
without further opposition* 

On the 4th of October, a detachment of native 
infantry, with a detachment from His Excellency 
the Governor General's body guard, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Fergnsson, ^hich 
had entered the province of Cuttack from Jella- 
sore, arrived at Balasore, without opposition. 

On the I Oth, Colonel Fergusson proceeded to- 
wards Cuttack, at which place a part of his de- 
tachment had arrived on the 2d October. During 
the 'iVhole of his march, Lieut. Col, Fergusson 
received every assistance from the inhabitants, 
who expressed the utmost satisfaction at tlie pros- 
pect' or being relieved from the oppressions to 
which they were subjected by the Mahrattas, and 
«f being speedily placed under the protection ot 

the British Government. ' . _ . 

On the 6th of September, a detachment ot Bri- 
tish troops, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. Powell, crossed the Jumna, and en- 
tered the province ofBundelcund. 

. On the 16th of September, Lieutenant Colonel 
Powell was joined by Rajah Himmut Behadur, 
with his forces near leroa. , . r 

The united detachments reached the river Cane, 
on the 23d of September. Tbe troops ofShumshere 
Behadur were encamped^on the opposite bank ot 
the rive* in considerable strength". . , . » 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of 
hiscampf arid having estabhged the British a^ 
thority in the territory lying between the Jumna 
' and the Cane, Colonel Powell, accompanied by 
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Himmut Behadur, crossed the latter river on the 
10th of October. 

The following extract of a letter from Colonel 
Powell, is published by command of His Excel- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General in 
.Council. 

To Lieut. Col J. Gerard, Adjutant General, 
Head Quarters. 

Sir, 

In my dispatch of yesterday, His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief will have been informed of 
my having crossed the Cane River, and of the 
communication which immediately thereupon took 
place betwixt the Nawaub Shumshere Bahadur, 
‘and myself. 

After the dispatch of my letter of yesterday, I 
received another intimation from Shumshere’s 
Vakeel, informing me of his master’s being forced 
by the persuasion of his Sirdars, to risk an en- 
gagement with the detachment under my com- 
mand. 

This morning I accordingly made the nece$$£ry 
arrangements for meeting him. At half past ten 
o’clock, the detachment after a most fatiguing 
match of six hours over a very uneven country, 
came in sight of Shumshere’s army, drawn out in' 
line of battle upon this ground, and their camp all 
struck. Shumshere’s line covered a great extent, 
and as it was advantageously posted, and they ap- 
peared advancing, I had every expectation pf a 
general action. I advanced in columns of bat- 
talions, within 1200 yards of the enemy; I de- 
ployed into line with an intention of advancing 
in that form as far as the ground would permit ; 

t just as the line was formed, a gun of Rajah 
Himmut Behaclur’s was fired; which was mistaken 
as a signal for opening our guns, which immedi- 
ately commenced a cannonade. After five mi- 
x 
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nulei firrng.the gun* were again limbered, in con* 
sequence of heavy ploughed fields, which rendered 
it impossible to get them along by the drag ropes. 
When advanced five hundred yards more, our guns 
recommenced firing. Those of the enemy had till 
now continued playing upon our line, with little 
or no effect^ hw.t soon after our guns opened a se- 
cond time, those of Shumshere ceased firing, 
whereupon our guns were again limbered, and the 
wboje line advanced as fast as possible, upon which 
Shumshere’s army began to retire ; I therefore or- 
dered Captain Webber, with the squadron of ca- 
valry, and Galloper with 300 of Rajah Himmut 

/ Behadur’s Horse, to pursue the enemy, which they 
did for three miles, and got within reach of firing 
upon them with the galloper, which opened upon a 
body of 1300 horse, with great effect, when they 
continued to retreat at too great a speed for their 
pursuers to come up with them, whose horses from 
Wing twelve hours saddled were completely jaded. 

. Our loss, as far as I have learnt, does not exceed 
eight or ten natives killed and wounded ; but 
imdhgst the casualties I am sorry to inform you, 
that ’Captain Farley Smith is included ; he was 
Mild by the first cannon shot from the enemy. 

. / 4* two o’clock P. M. I encamped on the spot 
Vhere Sh’umsbere’s camp stood, and it is niv inten- 
tion to pprsue him to-morrow morning to the place 
where I understand he is gone. 

’ J have further to desire you will report to His 
Excellency, that the behaviour of the whole of the 
detachment during this day, was such as to merit 
my entire approbation. The following are the 
articles taken front the enemy : — Two small guns, 
tyro tumbrils with ammunition, fourteen horsey 
and ten euh bullocks. 

"The Rajah has had seventeen meq, aqd sixteen 
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h<lrstf£ kilted and Abounded. / The*'los» , *\)f*tba» 
enemy, l have not yet ascertained. ■ * ' 

, I Jiave the honor to b^. Sia, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) G. POWELL* . 

Lieut.' Col. Commanding at Bufdeieutrd.' 
Camp, at Capsah, October .13, 1803. 

- ■ U . -s 

Accounts have been since received, that Shum- 
shere Bahadur has crossed the river Betwah, and 
evacuated the province of Bundelcund. ' 

Published by command of His Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Gqvt. 

Fort William, November 13, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the' following is a 
copy, has this day been received from His Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief, by his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General. ; 

To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 

W>LLE»LEY, §C. 8fC. 8$C. f. 

Camp Four Milei to the Wat ward 
of Cauowly, November 1st, 180$: 
My Lord, 1 ■’ ~ 

, L have the honor to inform your Excellency 
that I marched from Agra on the 27 th ultimo, in 
pursuit of the Mahratta- force,, which was com? 
pdsed of the brigades* which : had been detac|ild 
tram the Dekan in the. early part of. the, campaign^ 
•and of ft few b»tt*lions. J .wiiich,had ^eV^ed .tJipir 
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erctpe from Delhi. I was the mere anxious to de- 
feat this corps from its j»eing furnished with a nu- 
merous artillery. Owing to the detention the army 
met with from a heavy tall of rain, it was nothntil 
the 29th that it reached a camp to the westward of 
futtipoor. From intelligence I received here of 
the rapid manner in which the Mahratta army was 
moving, I determined to leave the heavy artillery, 
with g prpper detachment of infantry tor Us pro- 
tection, and to pursue the enemy by forced 
marches* in the nope of being able the more 
speedily to come up with him. On the Slst, the 
army encamped at a short distance from the' 
ground which the enemy had quitted the same 
morning. Possessed of this intelligence, I re- 
solved to make an effort to overtake him with all 
the cavalry of the army, in the intention of delay- 
ing him by a light engagement, until the infantry 
should be able to come up. To this end the ca- 
valry marched at twelve last night, and having 
performed a distance of more than forty miles in 
twenty-four hours, came up with the enemy this 
morning soon after day break. From the sudden 
manner in which I came upon the enemy, I ven- 
tured to make an attack with the cavalry alone, 
supported by the mounted artillery, but finding 
him too advantageously posted, to hope for com- 
plete success without too much risk, I drew the 
cavalry out of reach of cannon shot, and waited 
the arrival of the infantry. Soon after their ar- 
rival, I made a general attack upon the enemy’s 
position, the result of which I have the satisfaction 
-of informing your Excellency has been a complete, 
though I sincerely lament to add, dear bought 
victory. - The enemy were totally defeated, with 
thelois of all their cannon, tumbrils, and baggage ; 
hut this important advantage has onfy been gained 
bp, the loss of many valuable officers,, the principal 



165 

of -whom, are Major General Ware, Colonel Van* 
deleur, Major Griffiths, Major Campbell, the ‘De- 
puty Quarter Master General, and my Aide de 
Camp Lieutenant Duval, who gloriously fell in this 
honorable contest. . . • 

I have not been able to ascertain theejact ac- 
count' of our loss in killed and wounded, r&urqs of 
which, with a detailed account of this important 
affair, I shall have the honor of transmitting to 
your Excellency by the first opportunity. 

I have the honor to be, 

MyLorp, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) J* LAKE. 


By authentic advices received from camp, it ap- 
pears that the victory was most complete and glo- 
rious. All the enemy’s battalions, are cut up, or 
taken, and near seventy guns, their whole bag- 
gage, bazars, &c. are in . our possession. Tne 
Commander in Chief had two horses killed under 
him, and Major Lake is severely, but not danger- 
ously wounded. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council. 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


General order*, hy His Excellency the Most No- 
ble the Governor General, and Captain 
General of all the land forces serving in the 
East Indies. 

Fort WilUtm, November, 13,1403. 
A royal salute and three vollies of musouetry 
to be fired at all the stations of the army, in honor 
the glorious and important victory obtained on 
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the 1st of November, 1803, near Cassowly in Hint 
dostan, by the army under the personal command 
of His Excellency General Lake, over a large body 
of the enemy’s regular infantry and cavalry, in 
.which the enemy were entirely defeated, with the 
loss of jjl their guns, tumbrils, and baggage. 

' By command of His Excellency, 

; J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Mil. Sec. 


FORT WILLIAM, November 15, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, has this day been received from Ilis Ex- 
cellency the .Commander in Chief, by His Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General. 

To His Excellency the Most Noble the Marou is 
Wellesley, §c. $c. §c. 

My Loud, 

In my, dispatch of yesterday's date, I did my- 
self the honor to state for your Lordship’s informa- 
tion, some particulars of the march of the army 
from Agra to the camp it now occupies, together 
witji the general result of the action which took 
place yesterday. I now have the honor to send 
your Excellency a more detailed account of that 
affair. . t 

After a forced march of twenty-five miles, 
which was performed by the cavalry in a little 
more- than six hours, I came up with the enemy; 
who appeared to be upon- their retreat, and in such 
confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of 
an attack upon him with the cavalry alone. By 
cutting the embankment of a large reservoir of 
water, the enemy had rendered the road very 
difficult to. pass,. which caused a considerable delay 
in the advance of the cavalry ; of this the' enemy 
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had availed himself to take an advantageous post* 
having his right upon a rivulet, which we had to 
cross, and his left upon the Village of Laswaree; 
the whole of his front was amply provided with 
artillery. I was prevented from discovering this 
change in the situation of the enemy f$r the 
quantity of dust which, when once clear of the 
water, totally obscured him from our sight; I 
therefore proceeded in the execution of my de- 
sign, by which 1 hoped to prevent his retpeat into 
the hills, and secure his guns ; directing the ad- 
vanced guard, and first brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Vandeleur, upon the point where I had 
observed the enemy in motion, but which proved 
to be the left of his new position; the remainder 
of the cavalry I ordered to attack in succession, 
as soon as they could form after passing the ri- 
vulet 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
Griffith, and that of the first brigade, led by 
Colonel Vandeleur, was made with much gallantry; 
the enemy’s line was forced, and the cavalry pene- 
trated into the village; they still however con- 
tinued to be exposed to a most galling fire of 
cannon and musquetry, which, as it was impossible 
under such circumstances to form the squadrons 
for a fresh attack, determined me to withdraw: 
them. The guns which had fallen into our hands 
could not be brought away, from the want of 
bullocks. In this charge, Colonel Vandeleur fell, 
mortally wounded ; in him the service has lost a 
most valuable officer. 

The attacks of the other brigades were con- 
ducted with the same spirit, but after taking 
several of the enemy’s guns, being still fired upon, 
without being able to discover the enemy, they 
retired in good order, retaining possession of a 
part of the artillery. ' In the performance of this. 
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fervice,thc third brigade, consisting of H|S Ma- 
jesty’s 29tn regiment and the fourth regiment of 
native cavalry, under the command of that men* 
tdrious officer, Colonel Macan, met my entire ap- 
probation. 

The infantry having marched at three A. M. 
arrived upon the banks of the rivulet about eleven 
o’clock. After so 'long a march, it was absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to re- 
fresh themselves, during which the enemy sent 
in to say that, if certain terms were allowed them, 
they were willing to surrender their guns. Anxious 
to prevent the further effusion of blood, I directed 
a letter to be written, acquiescing in their pro- 
posals, and allowing- them an hour to decide; in 
the mean time the several columns for the attack 
were formed. The infantry formed in two columns 
upon the left; the first, composed of the right 
wing under the command of Major General Ware, 
was destined to gain the enemy’s right flank, 
which he had thrown back since the morning, 
leaving a considerable space between it and the 
rivulet, and to assault the village of Laswaree ; 
the second, composed' of the left wing under 
lifajor General St. John, was to support the first 
column. The 3d brigade of cavalry, under Col. 
Macan, was to support the infantry; the seebnd 
brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, 
was detached to the right, to be ready to take 
advantage of any confusion in the enemy’s line, 
and to attack him upon his retreat ; the brigade 
under Colonel Gordon composed the reserve, and 
was formed between the 2d and Sd brigades. As 
many of the field pieces as could be brought up, 
with the gallopers attached' to the cavalry, formed 
four different hatteries. 

At the expiration of the time which I had al- 
lowed the enemy to decide, I ordered the infantry 
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tb advance ; as soon as they became exposed to 
the enemy’s guns, the four batteries cpnimenced 
their fire, and, continued to advance, though op* 
posed by a great superiority, both ip number and 
weight of metal. 

When the 76th Regiment, which headed the 
attack, had arrived at the point from which I in- 
tended to make the charge, they were so much 
exposed to the enemy’fc fire, and losing men so 
fast, that I judged it preferable to proceed to the 
attack with that regiment, and as manyof thenative 
infantry as had closed to the front,' to losing time 
in waiting until the remainder of the column 
should be able to form, the march of which had 
.been retarded by impediments in the advance. 

As soon as this handful of heroes Were arrived 
within reach of the enemy’s canister shot, a most 
tremendous fire was opened upon them. The loss 
they sustained was very severe, and sufficient alOne 
to prevent a regular advance ; at this moment the 
enemy’s cavalry attempted to charge, but were 
repulsed by the fire of this gallant body,; they 
however rallied at a short distance, and assumed 
so menacing a posture, that I thought it advisable 
to order them to be attacked by the cavalry; this 
service fell to the share of His Majesty’s 2J)th 
Regiment, commanded by Captain Wade (Major 
Griffith having at that instant been unfortunately 
killed by a cannon shot), and was performed with 
the greatest gallantry, and in a manner which en- 
titles Captain Wade, and every officer anti soldier 
in the regiment to ray warmest acknowledgments. 
The remainder of the first column of infantry 
arrived just in time to join in the attack of the 
enemy’s reserve,, which was formed in the rear of 
his line) with its left upon the village of Laswaree, 
and its right thrown back> 

About this time Major General Ware fell dead, 

" ' Y 
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His head being carried off by a cannon slrot. He 
^as a gallant officer, and one whose loss 1 deeply 
lament. On his death the command of this column 
devolved upon Colonel Mac Donald, who, though 
wounded, continued to acquit himself in this 
important command very much to my satisfaction. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
last, and it was not until he had lost his guns that 
he abandoned his post. Even then his left wing 
did not fly, but attempted to retreat in good 
order; in this, however, they were frustrated by 
His Majesty’s 27th Regiment, and the 6th Regi- 
ment of native cavalry, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, who broke in upon 
the column, cut several to pieces, and drove the 
rest In prisoners, with the whole of the baggage. 

Severe as the loss has been which we have sus- 
tained in the achievement of this complete vic- 
tory, that of the enemy has been far greater. 
With the exception of upwards of 2000 who have 
been taken prisoners (of which number I have 
only detained the principal officers, amounting to 
forty-eight), I have reason to believe that very 
few escaped the general slaughter. 

It would be a violation ot my feelings were I 
to close my dispatch without bearing testimony 
to the gallant conduct of Major Mac Leod and 
Captain Robertson of His Majesty’s 76th Regi- 
ment, and of every officer and soldier of that in- 
estimable corps, in the attack of the village of 
Laswaree. Major Gregory, too, at the head of 
the 2d Battalion 12th Regiment of Native In- 
fantry, in the same service displayed a conduct 
highly meritorious. 

In the list of those officers who particularly 
distinguished themselves, I cannot omit the names 
of Lieutenant Wallace of His Majesty’s 27th Re- 
giment, who was. entrusted , with the command -of 
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a battery of gallopers,* nor that of Lieutenant 
Dixon of the 6th Regiment Native Cavalry, who 
was employed in the same service. 

The whole of my Staff upon this, as upon every 
former occasion, are entitled to a large share of 
praise, and to my warmest gratitude. The zeal 
which they displayed upon this memorable day* is 
too plainly proved by the enclosed returns ot the 
killed and wounded. I have sustained a great loss 
by the death of Major William Campbell, the De- 
puty Quarter Master General, and by that of my 
Aid-cle-Camp, Lieutenant Duval, of His Majesty’s 
19th Light Dragoons, who was a young man of 
great promise. 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose returns of 
the ordnance and colours which were captured 
upon this occasion. 

I have the honor to be, 

‘ My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and 
humble servant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, 

Camp, near Laswaree, November 2 , 1803 . 

P. S. In the.hurry which I wrote my dispatch 
of yesterday’s date, I fear I did not explain to 
your Lordship, that the enemy’s corps which we 
have defeated, comprized the whole of the fifteen 
regular battalions which had been sent from the 
Dekan, under the command of Monsieur Duder- 
neg, and two battalions of the same description 
which had escaped from Delhi. I therefore have 
the satisfaction of congratulating y our Excellency, 
upon the annihilation of the whole of the regular 
force in Scindiah’s service commanded by French 
Officers. 

(Sighed) G. L. . 
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, * 

List of officers killed in the action of the first of November 
r • 1603 . 

Major General Charles Ware. 

* General Staff. 

Major William Campbell, Deputy Quarter Master General, 
Lieutenant DuVal, Ajd-de-camp to the Commander in 
‘ Chief. 

His Majesty's 8th Regiment Light Dragoons . 

Cqlonel T. P.- Vandeleur, 

Captain Story. 

His Majesty's 29*4 Regiment Light Dragoons . 

Major Griffith, 

Cornet Fitzgerald, 

Quarter Master Philley, 

Quarter Master R. Mac Goughy. 

ls{ Regiment Native Cavalry . 

Cornet Coxwell. 

His Majesty's iQth Regiment Foot. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Meulh, 

Lieutenant Hurd. 

1st Battalia p 1 5th Regiment Native Infantry . 
Lieutenant Lambert. 

List of officers wounded in the action of the first of Novembers 

9 s 

- General Staff. 

Lieutenant Colonel Gerard , A dj utant General , 

Major G. A. F. Lake, Secretary to the Cpipmapder. ii> 
Chief, 

Captain J. Campbell, Gram Agent attached to Hea4 
Qti&rters, 

Lieutenant Ashhurst, commanding the Escort with Hi; 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

His Majesty's 8th Regiment Light Dragoons. 
lieutenant Lyndon ,-^since dead, ' , 

Lieutenant Wellard*. 

( ‘ ; . . . - . 
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His Mqjestfs tilth Regiment Light Dragoon * 
Captain White, 

Captain Mylne, 

Captain Sandys, 

' Lieutenant Gore, Major of Brigade. 

His Majesty’s 29th Regiment Light Dragoons . 

Lieutenant Holstead— since dead. 

Captain Sloaqe, 

Lieutenant Thorne, 

Quarter Master Tallen. 

Is* Regiment Native Cavalry . 

Lieutenant Cornish. 

4 th Regiment Native Cavalry . 

Lieutenant Reid. 

6th Regiment Native Cavalry . 

Cornet Dickson. 

His Majesty’s 7 6th Regiment Foot . 

Captain Robertson, 

Lieutenant Marston, 

Lieutenant Wibmer, 

Lieutenant Sinclair. 

1st Battalion 1 2th Regiment Native Infantry. 
Ensign Dalton. 

2d Battalion \2th Regiment Native Infantry, 

Major Gregory, 

Captain Fletcher, 

Lieutenant Ryan. , 

Battalion 1 bth Regiment Native^ Infantry . 
Colpnel Mac Donald. 

2(f Battalion 1 6 th Regiment Native Infantry . 
Lieutenant Colonel White, 

Ensign G, Deane Heathcote. 

(Signed} J, GERARD, Adjutant General , 
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Report of the Ordnance, be. captured at Lamarec, on the 
Isf November, 1803. » 

Camp, at Laswarct, Sd November, 180$. 


Number 

0|f 

Guns. 

Nature. 

Remarks. 

■ . 1 

1 

Brass 18 Pounder Carronade 


A Js 

6 

Ditto 16 ditto ditto 

1 Unserviceable 

3 'S 
^ ft 

26 

Ditto 6 Pounders 

4 Unserviceable 

Z. 5 

4 

Ditto 4 ditto 



16 

Ditto 3 ditto 

1 Unserviceable 


1 

Ditto 2f ditto 

1 Ditto 

°-s 

2 

Iron 16 ditto 

1 Ditto - 

15 

2 

Ditto 2f ditto Gallopers 


§J 

2 

Ditto If ditto ditto 


il 

2 

Brags 8 Inch Mortars 



1 

Brass 8 Inch Howitzer 


2 3 

4 

Ditto 6 ditto ditto . 



1 

Ditto, 5 8 ditto ditto 


J S «! 

1 

Ditto 5 4 ditto ditto 


£IJ 

2 

Ditto 5 2 ditto ditto 




71 Pieces of cannon of different calibres. 

64 Tumbrils complete, laden with ammunition, and 44 
stand of colours. 

Ditto ditto blown up on the field of battle, the number 
not ascertained. , 

The Whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears ser- 
viceable, with the exception of those mentioned in the 
remarks. 

The iron guns are of Europe manufacture. The brass 
guns, mortars, and howitzers have been cast in India, one 
Dutch six-pounder excepted. The dimensions are in ge- 
neral those of the French. The mortars and howitzers are 
furnished with elevating screws made, by a simple and in- 
genious adjustment, to> give either of them the double ca- 
pacity of mortar arid howitzer. The ammunition is rnade 
up in the same manner as that taken at Delhi. 

57 Carts or hackrees laden with matchlocks, musquets, 
and stores, also twelve artificer’s carts. 

(Signed) J. GERARD, Adj. Gen. 

J. ROBINSON, Captain, Com . the Art . 

Published »by Command of His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General in Council. 

}. LUMSDEN, Chief See. to the Govt 
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FORT WILLIAM, Nov. 19 , 1803. 

ADVICES have this day been received by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
from the resident at Hyderabad, under date the 6th 
instant, stating, that intelligence had been received 
by his Highness the Soobahdar of the l)ekan, of 
the surrender of the city of. Boorhanpore, to the 
forces under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 
on the 1 6th of October; and of the capitulation 
of the important fortress of Asseerghur on the £ 1st, 
to Colonel Stevenson. 

The garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of 
war. 

The official accounts of these important succes- 
ses have not yet been received from the Honorable 
<Major General Wellesley. 

Published by command of his Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General'in 
Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


General Orders , by his Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General. 

FORT WILLIAM-, Nov. 19, 1803. 

A Royal salute to be fired from the ramparts of 
Fort William, at sun-set, in honor of the surrender 
of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces under the 
command of Colonel Stevenson, on the 16th of 
October ; and of the capitulation of the important 
fortress of Asseerghur on the 21st of October, to 
Colonel Stevenson. The garrison of Asseerghur 
are* prisoners of war. 

By command of his Excellency, 

J. ARMSTRONG, 
Acting Military Secretary. 
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FORT WILLIAM, Nov. 30, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a cdpy, 
has been this day ^received, by his Excellency tht 
Most Noble the Governor General from the Ho-* 
norable Major General Wellesley. 

Camp, jWov. 6, 1803. 

Mr Lord, 

I now proceed to give your Excellency a de- 
tailed account of Colonel Stevenson’s Operation^ 
against Asseerghur. 

On the 1 6th of October, he advanced to As-* 
seerghur, and encamped three miles south qf the 
Fort. The remains of the enemy’s infantry had 
fled towards the Nerbuddah on the preceding day, 
in the state in which I reported them tp be, in my 
letter of the 24th of October* ; and Colonel Ste- 
venson therefore determined to attack Asseer- 
ghur. 

On the 18th, he reconnoitred the Fort, attended 
by a squadron of cavalry, and the native picquets 
of the infantry ; and having seen a favorable op- 
portunity, attacked the Pettah, and carried it, and 
made a lodgment within one hundred and fifty 
yards of the lower wall of the Fort. In the even- 
ing, he reinforced the troops in the Pettah by a 
battalion. 

On the lj)th, all the preparations were made for 
carrying on the siege; and two batteries wete 
ready to open at two o’clock in the afternoon of 
the 20th; one to breach the upper wall, and another,- 
of four brass twelve-pounders, • to destroy the de- 
fences of the lower wall. 

k On the 18th, Colonel Stevenson had sent a flag 
of truce to the Killedar to summon him to sur- 
render the Fort, to which message he did not re- 
ceive a decided answer. The communication was 

* Not received, 
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continued ; but Colonel Stevenson did not relax 
his operations against the Fort, as there was reason 
to believe that the negotiation was carried on, 
only to give time to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to come 
to its relief. Before opening his batteries, Colonel 
Stevenson apprized the Killedar of the terms on 
which he should surrender the Fort ; which were, 
that the garrison should march out with their pri- 
vate property, and be allowed to go where tney 
might think proper, and that their arrears should 
be paid to the amount of twenty thousand rupees. 

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a 
white flag was shewn from the walls of the Fort, 
which was the signal which had been agreed upon, 

• in case the terms should be accepted; hostages 
were sent down, and an engagement made that the 
Fort should be delivered up on the following 
, morning. It was accordingly evacuated; the 
garrison carried off their property in security, and 
received the sum agreed to be paid to them. 

Colonel Stevenson mentions in high terms the 
conduct of the officers and troops under his coin- 
mand ; and I cannot omit to take this opportunity* 
of expressing to your Excellency my sense of the 
merits of Colonel Stevenson, and of the body of 
troops under his command. Upon every occasion 
I have received from the Colonel the most cordial 
and zealous assistance ; and the troops under his 
command are in the highest state of discipline and 
order, and fit for any service in which they can be 
employed. 

On the 16th, nine officers, four serjeants, and 
one matross, formerly in the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, delivered themselves up to Colonel 
Stevenson, under your Excellency's proclamation 
of the 29th of August. 

, I have the honofto enclose a list of their names, 
and a copy of the order issued by Colonel Steven- 
z 
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son t6 provide for their subsistence Lieutenant 
Stuart also delivered himself up at Poonah jn the 
end of the last month, t have called for accounts 
of the regulated pay and allowances which thosi' 
persons received in the service of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, which I shall hereafter have the honor 
of transmitting to your Excellency. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the killed 
and wounded of the troops under the command of 
Colonel Stevenson, during the operations against 
Asseerghur. Hereafter 1 shall Have, the honor of 
transmitting returns of the ordnance, stoics, grain, 
and other property captured in that Fort. 

I have the honor to be, 

• My Lord, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency's most obedient, 

• And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Bit Excellency the Governor General. 


Return of Killed , Wounded, and Missing, in the 
Qorps composing the Subsidiary Force, at the 
Siege of Asseerghur. 

First Battalion 6th Regiment. , 

I Rank and File Killed — 1 Drummer-*—* Rank and 
File Wounded. 

Detachment Corps of Pioneers. 

I Puckally Killed — >1 Pioneer Wounded. 

. (Signed) J, COLEBROOKE, 

1 • ' Dept. Aftf. Gen. Subsidiary Farce, 
Gamp, three Miles Soutk of Amcrghur, 

October 86, 1803. 
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#<,// of Europeans late in the Service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, who have .surrendered themselves 
to Colonel James Stevenson. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Country^ 

John James Dupon 
John Mercier 
Alexander Mars 

John Berdard 
Jookeen Caumbra 
John Padroos 

Francis Carooile 
Manuel Joaza 

Joaza Castoo 
Anthony Dalmard 
Joseph Roman 

Joseph Anthony 
JohnAmmaral 

Name not ascertained 

Captain 

Capt Lieutenant 
Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Serjeant 

Seqeant 

Serjeant 

Matross 

Ranks as Serjeant 

Holland 

France 

England 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 


(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 
Deputy Adj. Gen. Subsidiary Force. 

Camp at Boorhanpore, 

October id, 1803. 


Extract from G. 0. by Colonel Janes Stevenson, 
commanding the Subsidiary Force. 

The European Officers and Serjeants, who have 
this day been received from ^ie service of Dowlut 
Rao Scuidiah, and ail Europeans who may in future 
come in from the service </f that chief, or any 
power confederated with him, are to be under the 




180 

charge of the Deputy Adjutant General, and who 
will draw pay for them agreeable to rates which 
.will be hereafter determined. 

( A True Extract.) 

(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 

Deputy Adj. Gen. Sub. Force. 

Camp at Boorhanporc, 

October 16 , 1803 . 

Published by command of his Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


FORT WILLIAM, November 30, 1803. 

THE following extracts from dispatches, which 
have been received by His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General, from His Excellency 
the Commander in Chief and from tire Honorable 
Major General Wellesley, are published for general 
information. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 

Wellesley, Governor General, <5j-c. #c. #c. 

My Lord, 

In the return of ordnance, &c. captured from 
the enemy in the action of the 1st instant, I 
omitted to mention to your Lordship, that I had 
obtained upwards of sixteen hundred bullocks, se- 
veral elephants, and horses, and a very large num- 
ber of camels. 

Waggons have likewise been taken containing 
a very great quantity of arms, besides the muskets, 
matchlocks, &c. thrown down on the field of 
battle, which amount to upwards of five thou- 
sand. 


I 
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One damaged piece of ordnance has been fottml 
in a well, into which it had been thrown by the 
enemy, which completes the return to seventy-two 
pieces ef cannon. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, 

Camp , near Gissowly , Nor. 9, 1803. 


To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 

Wellesley, Governor General, 8$c. 8$c . 8$c. 

My Lord, 

Jan Khan Moatemmed-oad-Dowlah, arrived in 
my camp a few days ago, sent by the King of 
Delhi, with a Khelaut to me, and with congratu- 
lations on the late important victory of Laswaree. 

Anxious to receive this public testimony of sa- 
tisfaction at the success of the British arms, and 
Ilis Majesty’s private mark of favor, with every 
demonstration of respect and honor, I ordered a 
tent to be pitched without the precincts of my 
camp, for the reception of the ambassador, and 
proceeded thither yesterday morning, attended by 
my staff, and accompanied by a large escort of 
cavalry. 

I received His Majesty’s congratulations, and 
the dress which he did me the honor to send me, 
with the necessary form and ceremony. 

Having returned my public acknowledgments 
to His Majesty, and testified the high serise I en- 
tertained of the honor conferred bn me, I returned 
to my camp, highly gratified bv the evident marks 
of pleasure and satisfaction which I perceived in 
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fjis Majesty’s fcmbw&adw, and ip every Mussulman, 
who wa$ a spectator of tho ceremony. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lore), 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) ( G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, 

Camp , Pahisser , Nov. 17, 1803. 


IUs Excellency the Governor General. 

Camp, JO miles North from JHmiygabad, 
October 10, 1303. 

My Lord, 

I mave the honor to inclose the copy of a letter 
which I have received from Captain O’Donnell, of 
the 1st Regiment of Cavalry, in whi4i he gives a 
detailed account of an affair of no very great im- 
- porfeance, but in which he and the detachment of 
troops under his command appear to have con- 
ducted themselves in an exemplary manner. 

I likewise inclose the copy of an order, which I 
have issued to the troops under tty command upon 
Jliis occasion. 

*The party which attacked Captain O’Donnell, 
are £ banditti, which, infest the frontiers of His 
Highness the Soubah of the I)ekan, and that of 
His Highness the Peishwah ; and are formidable 
from their numbers and boldness. It does not ap- 
pear that they belong to any particular chief, al- 
though it is said that they belong to the late 
Killedar of Ahmednuggar; but I have reason to 
believe that this person discharged all his troops, 
and that he joined- Dowlut Rad Scindiah in 
camp. 

As there is no established authority, or even an 
acknowledged blowadary cai any part of the frontier, 
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atid the Killedars, and 'other oflficeta 6h both- Si dei 
hkve been in the habit of carrying oh private wart 
against each other, 1 am induced to believe that 
they have encouraged this banditti, for {the pur- 
poses of their own wars. While I was on the fron- 
tier Of course their operations ceased ; but they 
Have now recommenced them, and I suspect that 
they are too strong for their former employers. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient 
And faithful humble servant, 
(Sighed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

. Hit Excellency The Governor General. 


To Captain Barclay, Deputy Adjutant General 
of Mysore, §c. hsc. 

Sir, 

I have to request you will acquaint the Honour- 
able Major General Wellesley with my return to 
this station, accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant 
and Morgan, .and the detachment of the 1st Bat- 
talion 12th Regiment Native Infantry, as also t|ja 
circumstances which obliged us to adopt this plan. 
On the morning of the 27th ultimo, as the detach- 
ment approached the Mud Fort of Kurjet, about 
twenty-two Coss to S. S. E. of this place, we per- 
ceived a body of FeonS drawn up a little to the 
left of the place. I immediately ordered a Jema- 
dar and twelve Sepoys to conduct the followers 
and baggage then up, under the walls of the fort, 
and with the remainder I advanced to reconnoitre, , 
and learn who they belonged to. As we ad- 
vanced they continued to retire. On ascending a 
Small rising ground, I was much surprized at dis- 
covering' a large body of horse, drawn up in the 
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bed of a Nullah, and not more than seven hun* 
died yards in front of the ground, which our little 
party then occupied. In this situation I was 
under the necessity of returning to the Fort. 
While marching back, the horse made two efforts 
ito get between us and the place, but failed in both 
and suffered some loss in the attempt. It was. 
some time before I could get admittance into the 
Fort : on entering, I ordered Lieutenant Morgan, 
with twenty-five Sepoys, to take post at the prin- 
cipal gateway, and accompanied by Lieutenant 
Bryant, and the remainder of the Sepoys, I pro- 
ceeded to examine the size and state of the place. 
We had not proceeded more than half way round, 
when we were obliged to return to the assistance 
of the party left at the gate. I had just joined 
Mr. Morgan and formed the whole of the Sepoys, 
when about three hundred of the enemy’s infantry 
entered at different parts of the Fort, and ad- 
vanced within one hundred yards of us, they kept 
up a galling fire upon our people for about half an 
hour, killed one Sepoy and wounded two more. 
Our situation at this time was extremely precari- 
ous, without some immediate step was taken to 
oblige the enemy to leave the place. We cbuld 
spare but fifty men to oppose three hundred with- 
out giving up the gate, through which the whole 
of their cavalry might attack us in the rear. How- 
ever with this little party we sallied out on them, 
and pursued them from street to street until we 
drove them entirely out of the place. Their loss 
must have been very considerable, they left twen- 
ty-five men killed behind them, mostly Arabs. 
About two hours after this they entered the Fort 
a second time, more in numbers, and we again 
drove them out with great loss 'on their side. From 
the great, extent of the place and. its being acces- 
sible at so many different places, even for cavalry, 
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that I found it utterly impossible, to keep t them 
out, add to this, our ammunition, was nearly ex- 
pended. The villagers would render no assistance, 
on the contrary encouraged the enemy to come in, 
and gave them every information regarding our 
situation. During the night of the 27 th, I em- 
ployed the whole of the followers of every de- 
scription, in barricading the different streets lead- 
ing to the post we had taken up, procured water 
for the people to serve them (luring the day, and 
acquainted Captain Graham at Ahmednuggur 
with our situation. 

About seven o’clock in the morning of the 28 th* 
I learned that a large party had taken post in the 
second Killedar’s house, though the day before he 
positively refused to admit a small parly of Sepoys, 
even to procure a little water, which we were much 
distressed for the want of. About eight, I could 
plainly see from the works over the gate that the 
place was crowded with both horse aiid foot, and 
that they were preparing to attack. At ten, they 
opened a heavy fire of musketry on us from tops 
of the principal houses in the Fdrt, and continued 
this for the space of two hours without being able 
to hurt any pf our people ; gaining confidence from 
out* silence, they advanced on us from all the 
places accessible around. By this time I had sixty 
brave fellows ready to receive them, which they 
did in the most gallant manner, and in return at- 
tacked them and drove them from every part of 
the Fort ; took their standard, killed one of the 
Sirdars, and about fifty of the men. This was the 
last time they attempted to disturb us, and we re- 
mained this and the whole of the .next day per- 
fectly quiet. The cavalry, to the amount of ten 
or twelve hundred, still continued to hover about 
the place. Captain Lucas* with three companies 
of the ad Battalion 3d Regiment, arrived on, the 
4 A 
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morning of the 30th, and relieved us from our dis-< 
agreeable situation. 

I feel it a duty, which I most cheerfully fulfil, 
in reporting to you, Sir, the cordial and able as- 
sistance I received during this short but active 
service, from Lieutenants Bryant and Morgan, 
and I in part attribute to their gallant exertions 
the saving of our little detachment frtfm total de- 
struction. The Sepoys in general I have reason to 
be pleased with their conduct, as also of that part 
of the native officers belonging to the 1st Bat- 
talion 12th Regiment Native Infantry. 

Allow me now, Sir, to entertain the pleasing 
hope, that our little exertions on the present 6c- 
casion may tneet with the approbation of the Ho- 
norable General Wellesley. 

Herewith I beg leave to enclose a return of 
killed, wounded, and missing. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) H. O’DONNELL, 

Captain lrf Regiment of Cavalry. 
Ahmtdnugger, October 3, 1803. 

■ (True Copy) (Signed) P. BARCLAY, 
Dep. Adj. General Mysore. 


Extract from' General Orders, by the Honorable 

Major General Wellesley, dated Camp at 
' Binkenholey, 10th October, 1803. 

Major General Wellesley has received a teport 
"from Captain O’Donnell of the 1st Regiment of 
Cavalry, from which it appears, that being on his 
march from Ahmednugger to join the division of 
the army under the oommand of Major General 
Campbell/ with -the company of the 1st Battalion 
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ISthRegiment under Lieutenant Morgan, and the 
supernumerary Native non-commissioned Officers, 
heretofore belonging to corps in camp, ^nd lately 
drafted into the extra battalions, he wis attacked 
by a body of Horse and of Peons, of such num- 
bers, as to induce Captain O’Donnell, to think it 
necessary, to take post in the village of Corjet 
Caraygaum. „ 

Here the attack was renewed upon this party 
with additional violence, and Captain O’Donnell 
finding that his post was a bad one, and at all 
events, too large for his party, barricaded, and 
otherwise strengthened such parts of it, as he was 
of opinion he could' defend. He there remained 
with his small party without throwing away his 
ammunition, excepting wh?n he could do it with 
effect in judicious sallies, in three of whiclu he 
killed a number of the enemy, far exceeding that 
of his party, which remained in security till it was 
relieved from Ahmednuggur, at the distance of 
above forty miles. 

Major General Wellesley returns his thanks to 
Captain O’Donnell, and Lieutenant Bryant of the 
1st Regiment of Cavalry, and to Lieutenant Mor- 
gan, and the company of the 1st Battalion 12th' 
Regiment, under his command, for their conduct 
upon this occasion. 

He has been particular in detailing the circum- 
stances of this affair, in general orders, in order 
that all officers may know the advantage which, 
with a small party of men, they may take, even of 
the most ruinous village, to protect themselves and 
the parties of troops under their command. • 

To the division of the army under his command; 
it was scarcely necessary for Major General Wel- 
lesley to point out, that a small body of infantry, 
that k^eps its. order and reserves its fire, has but 
little to fear from cavalry. But in case any officer 
in charge of a party, should be obliged from cir- 
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cumstances, to take post, he sees* in the example 
set by Captain O’Donnell, the advantages he can 
take 'of the numerous fortified villages in this 
. country, and the credit he can gain, and the ser- 
vice he can render, by thus defending himself. 

Major General Wellesley, will not fail to report 
to the Commander in Chief, his sense of the Con- 
duct of Captain O’Donnell, and of the party under 
hjs command. 

A true extract, 

(Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Bep. Adj. Gen. Mysore. 


Ills Excellency the Governor General. 

Camp, at Cheese Khair, November 0 , 180 . 3 . 

Mr Lord, 

After I had sent off my dispatch to youf Ex T 
cellency of the 24th of October, I received au- 
thentic aiccounts that the Rajah ofBerarhad passed 
through the Hills which form the boundary of 
Candeish, and had moved towards the river Goda- 
vejy. I therefore ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut 
on the 25th, and continued my inarch to the 
southward on the 20th, and passed Aurungabad'on 
the 29th. ‘ 

2. The Rajah had advanced gradually to thp 
(eastward, aha was at takeegaun, about twenty 
miles North from Puttim, when I arrived at Au- 
rangabad, and between that night and the night of 
the '31st, during the whole of 'which time I was in 
his neighbourhood, he moved his camp five times.' 

3. On the Slst, he detached a body consisting 
of 5000 horse, to endeavour to intercept a convoy 
consisting of 14,000 bullocks, which was going 
forward to join tlie troops ori the frontier. This 
Oonvoy was protected by three companies of the 
2d of the 3d Madras Native Infantry, with two 3- 
pounders under Captain Baynes; which .detach' 
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ment, with 400 Mysore horse, has for some time 
been employed in convoying grain from the dis- 
tricts South of the Godavery to my camp, and by 
a company from the subsidiary force, and two 
companies from the corps serving at Hyderabad, 
under the command of Captain Seton. 

4. They had marched from the Godavery on the 
morning of the 31st, and reached Amber, where 
they were attacked, and they succeeded in beating 
off the enemy, and in securing the convoy, which 
arrived in safety in my camp yesterday, notwith- 
standing the great superiority of numbers by which 
they were attacked. 

5. I have the honor to inclose copies of the re- 
ports of this action which I have received from 
Captain Baynes ; upon which I have to observe, 
that it affords another instance of what can be 
done,' by disciplined infantry, determined to do 
their duty, against very superior numbers of 
cavalry. 

6. .1 beg leave also to take this opportunity to 
draw your Lordship’s notice to the Mysore Ca- 
valry, under Bishnapah Pundit This corps, which 
consists of 2,000 men, have performed all the light 
troops duties of this division of the army ; since 
j W as detached from the Toombudra in the month 
of March last, they have performed the duties with 
the utmost cheerfulness, and a zeal which I have 
never before witnessed in troops of this descrip- 
tion.' They have frequently been engaged with' 
the enemy’s light troops, have always conducted 
themselves well, and have lost many men and 
Horses. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, , 

Your Excellency’s most obedient, 

And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 



(COPY.) 

To Captain Barclay, Deputy Adjutant General, 

to. 

Sir, 

I beg you will report to the Honorable Major 
General Wellesley, that I was attacked this day 
about two o’clock, P. M. by about four or five 
thousand horse. They came on at first as if deter- 
mined to charge, but receiving a few shots from 
our guns, they retired, ?iul though they frequently 
came near us, as if to charge, and some or them 
within musket shot, they were always driven back, 
Our loss is one European wounded, two sepoys 
wounded, and some Mysoreans killed and wound- 
ed, besides a few, (perhaps three) horses killed. 
The loss of the enemy is much greater, particularly 
in horses. I beg you to say to the General, that I 
shall take post till I receive his instructions, I write 
this by moonlight, which will, I hope, apologize 
for haste. We were under arms till about sunset ; 
at which time they were out of sight. 

(Signed) THO. BAYNES, 

Capt. Com. a Detach. 

Umber, October 31, 1603. 


To Captain Barclat, Dept. Adj. Gen. lie. 

Sir,' 

I east night had the honor to inform you, that I 
had repulsed a body of Bhonselah’s horse, and 
have now (for the information of the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley) to make you more fully 
informed of the circumstances. 

I arfiveifwith my convoy about twelve o’clock, 
and eucaitipcd neat the town, with my right flank 
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to it, aiid my rear protected by* hill.- Attwa 
o’clock P. M. the attack began (without more than 
ten minutes warning of their approach) by throw- 
ing great numbers of rockets and advancing upon 
our left: this obliged me to change' my front by 
wheeling to the left ; at the same time some of 
them were within musket shot. I then opened 
my guns, which stopped their approach; they at 
this time moved round, as if to gain the rear, 
where the Brinjarecs were. This movement ob- 
liged me to detach a party to cover them, and 
having previously posted a company on the hill on 
my rear, my line became very small ; to prevent 
their knowing my exact strength, I drew up the 
‘My sore horses in our line. They came on repeat- 
edly as if to charge, but were always stopped by 
our guns. They continued to rocket us till dark, 
when they retired. I am sorry to add that one 
hundred of the Gram bullocks were carried off, 
and some Brinjaree bullocks (perhaps one hundred) 
while at grass. .1 have the honor to enclose a 
list of the killed and wounded. 

(Signed) THOS. BAYNES, 

Capt. Com. a Detachment. 


List of Casualties in the Attack by the Marhafta 
Horse, Oct. 31 , 1803 . 

His Majesty’s 78th Reg. 1 private wounded. 
2d Battalion Madras Artillery 1 Sepoy do. 

2d do. of 2d reg. native inf. 3 do. do. 

fid'ditto of 3d do. 1 do. do. , 

2d ditto of 5th dd. 1 do. do. 

Total— one private of the 78th regiment, and 
fivtekpoys,wounded. 
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My ipr.t Cfflqlry, wounded, killed,- and tiulting. „ 

Wounded. Killed. Minute; < 
lien ' 1 . - 3 • 0 

Horse 5 l a . ' 

(Signed) THO. BAYNES, " 

Capt. Com. a Detachment, 
True copies, 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY^ 

Deputy Adjutant General. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council. 

J. LUMSPEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt 

FORT WILLIAM, December 5, 1803., 

HIS Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, h^sthis day received from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley,' a dispatch dated ’Jaum, 
November II, 1803, communicating the intelli- 
gence that a Vakeel had been sent to Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley, by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to. treat 
for peace, and had arrived in Major General Wes- 
lesley’s camp. 

Tne name of this Vakeel, who is a person of 
high family, is Jeswunt Rao Goorpara, and he is 
the nephew of the late Morari Rao ofGooty. The 
usual visits of ceremony had taken' place, and the 
first conference had been held between Major Gen. 
typUesley, and. the Vakeel of Dowlut Rio Scindiah, 
on the subject of peace. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
The Most Nobl* the Governor General 
in Council, . 

3. LUMSDEN, Chif Se^to theGact . ' 



. FORT WILLIAM, December 14, 1803. 

. A DISPATCH, of which the following is ah 
extract, has beeg this day received, by His Ex- . 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
from the Honorable Major General Wellesley. 

Camp, Ferdapdre, October 24 , 1803 . 

Mv Lord, 

I have the pleasure to inform ydur Excellency, 
that Colonel Stevenson took possesson of the city 
of Boorhanpoor, without opposition, on the l6tn 
instant ; he marched to Asseerghur on the 1 7th, 
.took possession of the Pettah on the 18th, opened 
a battery against the fort on the 20th, and obtained 

E ossession of it on the morning of the 21st. I 
ave not yet received a detailed account of the 
manner in which Colonel Stevenson obtained pos- 
session of this important fortress, or whether 
lie sustained any loss in the attack of the Pettah 
on the 18th, or of the fort. 

2. After I had arrived at Poolmery about 16 
miles north from Aurangabad, I found that the 
enemy did not advance to the southward, as I had 
been informed they first intended, and in the night 
of the 15th, I received a particular account of the 
disposition of their troops, baggage, See. which 
convinced me that they intended to interrupt 
Col. Stevenson’s operations at Asseerghur. 

3. I therefore marched on the 16th to theNorth- 
ward, and 'descended the Ghaut on the 19th. 
Scindiah had moved to the Northward, but he 
halted as soon as he found I had returned; and 
he was yesterday at Aboon on the Taptee. The 
Rajah of Berar has separated from him, and it is 
said, has gone towards Chandore. I suspect that 
the report has been circulated with a view tp draw 
BB 
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me to the Southward again ; but as Colonel Ste- 
venson has got possession of Asseerghur, and is 
fully equal to any thing that can be sent against 
him, it is my intention to reascend the Ghaut ira- ' 
mediately. ' ' 

4 Sixteen officers and serjearits belonging to the 
Campoos have joined Colonel Stevenson, under 
your Excellency’s proclamation of the 29th of 
August. I will hereafter send a list of their names, 
and an account of the pay each is to receive. The 
infantry retired towarus the Nerbudda when Col. 
Stevenson approached Boorhanpoor, and by all ac- 
counts it is completely deetroyed and disorganized. 
It is impossible to form it into corps again, and it 
is not probable that it will ever be of any service 
to Dowlut Rao’Scindiah. 

5 . I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a 
garrison in Asseerghur, and to deliver the districts 
depending upon that, fortress to the charge of the 
servants of the Soobah of the Dekan. Your Ex- 
cellency will observe, that this is the last of the 
possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the Dekan; 
and the operations of the troops will now be di- 
rected against those of the Rajah of Berar. . 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, 

With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency’s 

Most obedient and faithful humble servant, 
ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 


The detailed account of the siege and surrender 
of Asseerghur, was published in the Calcutta Ga- 
zette Extraordinary of the 1st of December, 1803. 
Major General Wellesley’s original dispatch; dated 
the SfS'th of October, 1803, -has not been received. 
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The forejming extract-is taken from the duplicate 
copy of that dispatch, which reached Fort William 
this morning. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 

J,. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 


FORT WILLIAM, December 14, 1803. 

/ 

ADVICES have been this day reeived from 
Lieutenant Colonel P. Powell, dated Camp at Cal- 
pee the 4th December, 1803, communicating the 
satisfactory information of the surrender of the 
Fort of Calpee, to the detachment under the com- 
mand of Colonel Powell, at eleven o’clock on the 
forenoon of that day. 

The Killadar having refused to surrender the 
Fort on the summons of Colonel Powell, a bat- 
tery of two eighteen-pounders and one howitzer 
was constructed within two hundred yards of the 
walls, and opened soon after day-light on the 4th. 
A heavy lire was kept up till eleven A. 'M. when 
the garrison proposed to surrender, and was per- 
mitted to march out with their arms and private 
property. The fortress was immediately occupied 
by a detachment of British troops. 

Captain D. Macleod of the 2d Battalion 11th 
Regiment Native Infantry, received a severe 
wound while employed on duty at the battery, and 
one Sepoy was alsp wounded ; no other casualties 
of any description have occurred. 

The inhabitants at Calpee have manifested the 
greatest confidence in the British Government, 
and satisfaction at the treatment which they ex- 
perienced from Lieutenant Colonel Powell, Many 
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of the inhabitants who had quitted their habita- 
tions on the approach of the British troops, re- 
turned to the town immediately after the surrender 
of the Fort to Colonel Powell. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Gov. 
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